Attachment 7 - Comments on Addendum EIR

California Environmental Protection Agency Edmund G. Brown, Jr., Governor

CalRecyclel) DEPARTMENT OF RESOURCES RECYCLING AND RECOVERY

1001 I STREET, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814 « www.CALRECYCLE.CA.GOV * (916) 322-4027
P.0. Box 4025, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95812

September 28, 2016 Govemor'sOffice of Planning & Ressarch
SEP 28 2016
Airlin Singewald STATE CLEARINGHOUSE

County of San Luis Obispo
Depariment of Planning and Building
County Government Center #310
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408

Subject: SCH No. 2004071092 — Chicago Grade Landfill Proposed Vertical Expansion Addendum
EIR, ED 03-438, DRC 2003-00026, SWIS NO. 40-AA-0008, San Luis Obispo County

Dear Mr. Singewald:

Thank you for allowing the Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle) staff to
provide comments on the proposed Vertical Expansion Addendum EIR and for your agency’s
consideration of these comments as part of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) process.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The currently proposed project is intended to gain additional, short-term capacity in module 3 and a
portion of module 4 of the landfill. The additional capacity will be created with the following proposed
actions: (1) increase the currently approved 1,360 foot elevation limit to a 1,386 foot elevation over
approximately four acres within module 3 and a portion of module 4 and (2) allow site preparation (i.e.,
placement of liner) within areas outside the approved 1970 landfill boundary but not into the modules 6 or
7 that were established in 2007 with the County’s approval of a Conditional Use Permit (DRC 2003-
00026).

These actions create approximately 166,500 cubic yards of additional waste storage space or eight
additional months of storage operations at the landfill. After completion of landfill operations associated
with the proposed vertical expansion to elevation 1,386, the four acre area within module 3 and a portion
of module 4 will be covered with low permeability clay soils and revegetated.

Although the 2007 Conditional Use Permit issued by the County allows expansion into modules 6 and 7,
the landfill operators are not ready to proceed with expansion of landfill operations into these modules
due to the unexpected increase in solid waste volume received at the landfill. The circumstance has
generated the need for the currently proposed project (see Section IV.A., Proposed Project).

COMMENTS

CalRecycle staff's comments on the proposed project are listed below. Where a specific location in the
document is noted for the comment, please ensure the comment is addressed throughout all sections of
the Addendum, in addition to the specific location noted.

Comments for the Addendum are summarized in the table below:

L Chapter/Section Page and Location I Comment

@

ORIGANAL PRINTED ON 100 % POST-CONSUMER CONTENT, PROCESS CHLORINE FREE FAPER
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cal Expansion Addendum EIR;
04071092

Environmental Procedures
and Format

Page 1

“The previously certified EIR ( ED03-438)
was based upon a Conditional Use Permit
(DRC 2003-00026) that allowed an
expansion of the disposal areas of the
Chicago Grade Landfill from 38.44 acres to
82.74 acres, an increase of 44.3 acres.”

The current solid waste facility permitted
disposal area of Chicago Grade Landfill is
76.4 acres. The proposed disposal footprint
is 77.07 acres

“This expansion of the disposal area
extended the service life of the landfill by
approximately 29 years to the ysar 2045."

Currently the estimated closure date for the
site is 2042 and it is proposed to be reduced
to 2039.

The text indicates an increase in the
permitted maximum height of solid waste
from elevation 1,360 to 1,386 elevation.
Based on a final grading plan provided by
the operator the increase to 1,386 elevation
includes the final cover not the maximum
height of solid waste. Please clarify if the
1,386 elevation includes the final cover or
the maximum height of solid waste plus the
final cover.

“...that being placement of a soil liner within
areas outside the original landfill boundary
established in 1970 but not into the
expanded solid waste disposal area that was
approved in 2007.”

The operator has informed CalRecycle staff
that in addition to the vertical expansion, a
0.67 acre horizontal expansion is needed.
Does the "outside of the approved 1970
landfill boundary” refer to the 0.67 acre
horizontal expansion? Please clarify.

1. On-Site Conditions

Environmental Procedures Page 1 The addendum needs to clearly state the

and Format lead agency’s determination on why none of
the conditions described in CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162 requiring the preparation of a
subsequent EIR have occurred.

Existing Setting Page 13 “The landfill is located within a 45.4 acre

parcel identified as APN 034-212-006."

According the Joint Technical Document and
the Solid Waste Facility Permit, the size of
the landfill is 188 acres.

“Landfill disposal activities are currently
permitted only on this 45.4 acre parcel.”
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Currently disposal activity is permitted on
76.4 acres. Please clarify the discrepancies.

Current Landfill Operations

Page 17

“At the end of 2015, approximately 2,921,702
cubic yards of waste have been placed in the
landfill since 1970.”

On the draft Solid Waste Facility Permit
application reviewed by CalRecycle staff, the
Site Capacity Used to Date is listed as 4,270,
959 cubic yards. (1970-2015). Please clarify
the discrepancy.

Solid Waste Facility Permits

Page 20

“The current SWFP was issued by the
California Integrated Waste Management
Board (CIWMB) in 2012. The facility’s
permitted area, the area where landfill
operations can take place is 45.4 acres.
Solid waste is currently placed within a 38.44
acre waste disposal area that is within the
45.4 acre permitted area.”

The SWFP was issued on August 17, 2007.
Chicago Grade Landfill has a total permitted
acreage of 188 acres, of which 76.4 can be

used for disposal activities.

Waste Disposzal Process

Page 22

“The current landfill capacity is approximately
3,005,888 tons or 4,268,361 cubic yards of
solid waste. The landfill currently accepts up
to 500 tons of solid waste per day and is
permitted to accept a maximum 100,000 tons
of solid waste per year.”

Please see comment in the Current Landfill
Operations section regarding the site
capacity used to date. The facility is
permitted to accept up to 500 tons a day of
solid waste for disposal and is open
approximately 306 days per (Monday thru
Saturday, minus 7 holidays). If peak
tonnage was hit on all days, the total
tonnage per year would be approximately
153,000 tons per year. Is the site limited to
100,000 tons of solid waste per year for
disposal?

“The landfill accepts hazardous waste, but
does not dispose of hazardous waste at the
landfill, as disposal of hazardous waste is not
permitted.”

The site is not permitted to accept hazardous
waste. However the site is allowed to accept
household hazardous waste such as paint,
oil, cleaning products, etc.
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“Once capacity is reached within these
modules, the entire 38.44 acre waste
disposal area covered by the original 1970
California Solid Waste Facilities Permit will
have also reached capacity.”

The oldest Solid Waste Facility Permit on
record for the Chicago Grade Landfill was
approved by the San Luis Obispo County
Health Department (Local Enforcement
Agency) on May 26, 1978. Please verify the
date of the 1970 SWFP.

Waste Disposal Process Page 23 “On weekends, a maximum of 280 vehicles
continued are permitted into the facility each day, not
including employees and maintenance
vehicle trips. This equates to 560 total
vehicle trips in and out of the facility.”

The 2007 FEIR states that Sunday thru
Friday 240 vehicle trips (or 480 daily trips)
are allowed at the facility. However, on
Saturdays the site is allowed 280 vehicle
trips per day (560 daily vehicle trips). For all
other days of the week, the totals are 240
vehicles per day (480 daily vehicle trips).

“Between 3:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m., transfer
trailers may deposit waste concurrent with
daily cover and compacting efforts.”

Transfer trailers are permitted to deposit
waste from 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

County Approval Page 25 “Module 6 contains 23.4 acres while module
7 comprises 20.9 acres.”

Plate 7 in the draft JTD indicates module 6
will contain 24.8 acres and module 7 will
contain 12.6 acres. Please clarify the
acreage for modules 6 and 7.

V. Environmental Analysis . | Page 69 Under subpart b Additional Project Impact, it
— Noise, 2. Project Impacts, states that “The currently proposed project
b. Additional Project Impacts results in potentially significant noise impacts

due to the stockpiling of solid waste to an
elevation of 1,386 feet. This potentially
significant impact is similar to but does not
exceed the potential noise impacts
associated with the previously approved
project.” It is not clear from the statements if
this is an existing project impact or an
additional project impact. Please clarify.

CONCLUSION

CalRecycle staff thanks the Lead Agency for the opportunity to review and comment on the Addendum
and hopes that this comment letter will be useful to the Lead Agency in carrying out their responsibilities
in the CEQA process.
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CalRecycle staff requests copies of any subsequent environmental documents, copies of public notices
and any Notices of Determination for this proposed project.

If the Addendum is approved during a public hearing, CalRecycle staff requests 10 days advance notice
of this hearing. If the document is adopted without a public hearing, CalRecycle staff requests 10 days
advance notification of the date of adoption and proposed project approval by the decision making body.

If you have any questions regarding these comments, please contact me at 916.324.3753 or by e-mail at
Patrick. Snider@calrecycle.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

i - {

fri"‘_ f AN e

Patrick Snider, Environmental Scientist

Permitting & Assistance Branch — South Unit
Waste Permitting, Compliance & Mitigation Division
CalRecycle

cc: Jeff Hackett, Catherine Blair, Jon Whitehill - CalRecycle
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Attachment 7 - Comments on Addendum EIR

Comments Regarding ED 03-438 - Airlin Singewald

Comments Regarding ED 03-438

Mike Hoover <mhoover@chicagogradelandfill.com>

Wed 9/28/2016 9:33 AM

To:Airlin Singewald <asingewald@co.slo.ca.us>;

@ 2 attachments (5 MB)

CA-San Luis Obispo-Document - Year DocID-2016 8293.pdf; CGL BOS Contidtion of Approval.pdf;

Dear Mr. Singewald,
This e-mail provides Chicago Grade’s comments to the addendum to ED 03-438.

1.

The Addendum should reflect the fact that Chicago Grade Landfill & Recycling amended the Land Conservation Act
contract to exclude portions of the expansion area, including the vertical expansion, and that the Williamson Act
contract, in total, expires next February. See attached.

Public Services/Utilities. The Board of Supervisors understood Chicago Grade’s concern regarding policing untarped
loads. As a point of fact, it is not illegal to have an untarped load. So how can Chicago Grade impose a fine for
something that the CHP cannot impose a fine. Imposing a fine at the scalehouse also puts our scalehouse employee
at risk of retaliation. So please have the consultant remove b. and c. on page 10, which is what the BOS did during
the hearing on the previous land use permit. The Board decided that provisions e. and f. were sufficient to address
litter. We have been removing trash from Homestead Road, Hwy 41 to the bridge and portions of El Pomar for the
last 10 years and it seems to be working.

On page 20, we believe that annual trips in 2003 were 49,592. The point is still made, however, since vehicle trips
were 55,179 in 2005 and less in 2015.

On page 30, much of those references are not relevant since Chicago Grade is not closing Modules 1-4, just placing
intermediate cover on them.

The “Previously Adopted Mitigation Measures” on page 53-55 do not seem to be the same as the ones adopted by
the BOS for the previous expansion project, specifically “earth disturbance outside the 45.4 acre area of “Ongoing
Waste Disposal and Recycling Operations”. Staff needs to make sure that the conditions of approval for the vertical
expansion are consistent with the BOS-approved conditions of approval for the previous horizontal expansion to the
greatest extent possible, including triggers, thereby avoiding a trip to the BOS on appeal.

We have discussed Condition of Approval for the previous expansion with SLOAPCD, expressing our belief that this
condition has been superseded by the subsequent ARB off-road diesel regulations. We may have to take that issue
up with APCD unless you wish to get them to agree to that now.
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