
 

Kermit Johansson 

2851 Burton Cir.   

Cambria, CA  93428 

805-794-8869 

  

Airlin Singewald 

Planning  & Building Dept. 

asingewald@co.slo.ca.us 

805-781-5600 

 

RE:    PACIFIC CAMBRIA, INC.   – Comments on the Christmas Market Development 

Plan/ Coastal Development Permit – County file:  DRC2015-00096 

 

Dear Sir,  

As a citizen in the Cambria Pines Lodge neighborhood, I submit the following written 

comments on the Christmas Market for Planning Commission Consideration.    

 

1.  The publicly used steps/path down from the Cambria Pines Lodge from the bridge 

crossing of Burton Drive is not currently accessible.  The Cambrian Newspaper stated 

comments from the Owner that the path access would be rebuilt for the permit issuance.  

I have previously heard that the path is a product of a lodge expansion permit directing 

public access on a permanent pathway structure; I do not know which specific 

expansion phase or any more specifics.    

My concern is that the path should be directed on the basis of an existing permanent 

requirement to the owner by the County and not moved into a new 5 year permit which 

could expire and not be continued and the stair way existence could be compromised.    

The stairway as it previously existed before becoming run down due to lack of 

maintenance and storm damage, is a real treasure to the Cambria Community and the 

Lodge guests.  Let’s keep it that way. 
 

2.  Again, according to the Cambrian, there was a request for the stairway to be 

lighted.   I suggest that it not be lit for the following reasons:   a.  It is a steep, wildland 

trail, and good adequate lighting would be difficult.  Any lighting could temp or lure some 

walkers who are not well suited for the trail to venture beyond their capabilities.   b. 
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There are groups who gather on the steps at night.  Light could discourage some but 

probably might attract more for larger late night gatherings.    c.  They make flashlights 

for responsible persons wanting to travel on trails after dark; other need not be there.   

 

3.  The Cambria Pines lodge has really great landscaping in its developed area that is 

source of community pride even though its primary purpose is for the Lodge guests. 

However, out of the developed area, the Cambria Pines grounds are a major weed 

source that scatters major quantities of weed seeds though out the surrounding 

community.  The Cambria Pines Lodge back area and Fiscalini East Ranch together 

infect most of east Cambria Neighborhoods with Italian Thistle (Carduus 

Pycnocephalus) and Milk Thistle (Silybum Marianum) as well as others on site weeds.   

Cambria Pines Lodge should be required to prevent seed head development by 

eradication of the plants, spraying or cutting whenever the seed heads appear.    

 

Overall, I am definitely in favor of the five year permit.   The County and the Lodge have 

done a great job of managing the situation.  Appreciate the efforts of both the County 

and the Lodge.  And my congratulations to the Cambria Pines Lodge and its staff for the 

hard work and good business sense to make a success of its enterprise.    

 

***end*** 













From: Santa Lucia Chapter of the Sierra Club <sierraclub8@gmail.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, July 12, 2016 7:08 PM 

To: Ramona Hedges 

Subject: Re: 7/14/16 meeting, Agenda Item #9, Development Plan/CDP DRC2015-

00096/ Pacific Cambria, Inc. 

 

July 12, 2016 

 

To: SLO County Planning Commission 

 

Re: 7/14/16 meeting, Agenda Item #9, Development Plan/CDP DRC2015-00096/ Pacific 

Cambria, Inc. 

 

Dear Commissioners, 

 

The Sierra Club has several concerns regarding the proposed Coastal Development Permit for 

the Cambria Christmas Market.  

 

Even with “limited” lighting, the lighted walkway would appear to render the ESHA non-viable 

as habitat for the month of December. Has the County investigated what bird species are 

present in coastal live oak woodlands during the month of December and determined what 

impacts this project may have on migratory birds or other sensitive species? Such an analysis is 

necessary to support the staff report's claim that the project is in compliance with Coastal Plan 

Policies, consistent with the biological continuance of habitat, and will not significantly disrupt 

the resource. Citations to the lack of permanent construction and the applicant's intention to 

reforest previously disturbed areas of the site do not address this. 

  

The provision allowing the gate to remain in place at the head of the trail so long as it is kept 

open during specified hours is not sufficient to protect public access to the coast, as it will 

require monitoring to enforce. We can conceive of no feasible means by which monitoring 

could effectively be done. The gate should simply be removed. Failing this, the applicant should 

be required to post a sign indicating where and how people can complain if the gate is found to 

be locked outside of the specified hours. 

  

Regarding the temporary structures contemplated in the proposed CDP, will these be 

constructed along the path from which they were previously removed? How will the public's 

right of free passage along the trail be secured while the Christmas Market is going on? 

 

Thank you for your attention to these issues, 

 

Andrew Christie, Director 

Santa Lucia Chapter of the Sierra Club 

P.O. Box 15755 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 



(805) 543-8717 

 

 


