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SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
Thursday, August 25, 2016 

COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 
SAN LUIS OBISPO, CALIFORNIA 

 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  Chairperson, Deanne Gonzales 
   Vice Chairperson, Bruce Hilton 
   Connie O’Henley  
   Kenny Dahlen 
   Pandora-Nash Karner 
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:  None 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Nick Franco, Larry Iaquinto, Josh Heptig,  
   Michele Venturini and Kate Van Dyke 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
1. 

 
This is the time that is reserved for the flag salute. 

 
Chairperson Gonzales led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Public Comment 

 
2. 

 
This is the time set for public comment on items that do not appear on the agenda. 

  
Chairperson Gonzales opens the floor to public comment without response. 

 
Commissioners' Adjustments to Agenda 
 
3. 

 
This is the time set for any proposed adjustments to today's agenda. 

 

There are no adjustments to today’s agenda. 
 

Commissioners' Comments and Outreach 
 
4. 

 
This is the time set for Commissioner remarks on their outreach efforts since the previous meeting. 

 
Commissioner Hilton recently played golf at Morro Bay Golf Course at his company’s annual tournament and 
said it was a beautiful summer day on the coast.  He also visited Montana de Oro to help his son with an Eagle 
Scout project.  And although delayed until 2018, he was pleased that the Pismo Preserve project is coming 
along, with eleven miles of trail already built. 
 
Commissioner O’Henley noted that the fair was a success.  Her Woodstock fundraiser for the Clark Center in 

Arroyo Grande also went well.  She observed that the new gazebo in Nipomo Community Park was beautiful 
and well-received by the community.  The Commissioner rented Biddle Park to applaud the Clark Center 

volunteers and their combined eleven thousand volunteer hours.  She was happy to announce that her son 
recently took a park aide position at Lopez Lake in the Huasna District, but was concerned about lake’s low 
water level.  Regarding the Pismo Preserve, her rotary club donated benches and walked the exi sting trails. 
 
Commissioner Nash-Karner drove to British Columbia, Canada, noticing the well-maintained parks along the 
way.  She thanked Parks staff for having Monday’s public meeting regarding El Chorro Regional Park and Dairy 
Creek Golf Course, attending the meeting herself.  She expressed gratitude toward both parks and planning 

employees who helped her locate a grant regarding the Los Osos and Baywood Park area.  The Commissioner 
also has continued her conversations with the Land Conservancy and the Morro Bay Estuary Program about 

the possible development of an eleven-acre property with a boat launch in Los Osos.  She announced that 
purple pipe reclaimed water will be available to Los Osos residents soon. She recently sailed to Avila, spotting 

many whales and dolphins along the coast. 
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Commissioner Dahlen worked for the majority of the summer.  In his free time, he visited Vista Lago with his 

kids.  He also attended Major League Baseball games in Los Angeles and went to the California Science Center 
at the University of Southern California, highly recommending it. 

 
Commissioner Gonzales expressed concern over the destructive fires around the central coast, and the need 

to replant the burned landscape before the rainy season.  She noted that the source of one fire was an illegal 
campfire set in an undesignated camping area. 
 
Approve Draft Minutes From Previous Meeting 
 
5. 

 
This is the time set for consideration and acceptance of the previous meeting minutes.  

 
Commissioners reviewed the minutes from the April 28, 2016 meeting.  A motion was made. 
 
Motion by: Bruce Hilton 
Second by: Kenny Dahlen 
 

COMMISSIONERS AYES NOES ABSTAIN RECUSE 
Gonzales, Deanne 
Hilton, Bruce 
Dahlen, Kenny 
O'Henley, Connie 
 

x 
x 
x 
x 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

COMMISSIONERS APPROVE THE APRIL 28, 2016 MINUTES AS WRITTEN. 
 

Commissioners reviewed the minutes from the June 23, 2016 meeting.  A motion was made. 
 

Motion by: Pandora Nash-Karner 
Second by: Bruce Hilton 
 

COMMISSIONERS AYES NOES ABSTAIN RECUSE 
Gonzales, Deanne 

Hilton, Bruce 
Dahlen, Kenny 

O'Henley, Connie 
Nash-Karner, Pandora 

x 

x 
x 

x 
x 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
COMMISSIONERS APPROVE THE JUNE 23, 2016 MINUTES AS WRITTEN. 
 
Trails Advisory Committee Report 
 
6. 

 
This is the time set for a report on the latest Trails  Advisory Committee meeting. This item is skipped 
when no meeting has occurred. 

 
There was no meeting to report. 
 

Golf Advisory Committee Report 
 
7. 

 
This is the time set for a report on the latest Golf Advisory Committee meeting. This item is skipped 
when no meeting has occurred. 

 
Mr. Josh Heptig, Golf Course Superintendent, reviewed the last two Advisory Committee minutes with the 
Commissioners.  In February, when there was still rain, the Committee reported that Dairy Creek was green and the 
ponds were full.  At the time, the golf courses were up thirty rounds in all.  
 
Regarding the April Committee minutes, Mr. Heptig noted several promotions offered to encourage play at all three 
courses.  However, from October 2015 through March 2016, golf rounds were significantly down when compared to the 
prior year during the same period.  The Committee revised and approved the bylaws in a unanimous vote.  The 2017 golf 
fees were also approved unanimously with some discussion about the changed senior rates.  The Committee had the 
opportunity to clarify the ADA policy regarding golf carts travelling off the designated cart paths in wet weather 
conditions.  
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Commissioner Nash-Karner, as a member of the Los Osos County Business Improvement District, asked Mr. Heptig for 
more information on the various golf promotions in an effort to attract more golfers to the central coast.  
 
Commissioner Gonzales also expressed interest in reaching potential golfers, asking Mr. Heptig for brochures to 
distribute to her customers.  
 
Mr. Heptig summarized Monday’s public meeting at the Dairy Creek Golf Course Clubhouse regarding the future plans of 
El Chorro Regional Park and Diary Creek Golf Course.  Turnout was high and many community members offered viable 
alternatives to the golf course, from expanding El Chorro Campground to using the golf carts for drivers’ education 
courses. 

 

Staff Reports 
 

8. 

 

FY 2017-18 Parks & Golf Fees 
 
Nick Franco, Director of Parks, noted that there are numerous minor changes to the 2017 golf fees.  Parks has two new 
fees, anticipating future plans to build yurts and cabins.  He reminded the Commission that the 2017 parks and golf fees 
have already been submitted to the Board of Supervisors since the last commission meeting in June.  
 
Josh Heptig, Golf Course Superintendent, summarized some of the fee changes for golf and the rationale for those 
changes.  He explained that while the fees have not changed for three years, playing conditions and player turnout has 
significantly changed.  Golf increased some rates on the SLO Golf Card, added a senior discount for weekend play, and 
changed the student discount to a young adult discount. 
 

Commissioner Hilton asked for clarification on the surcharge in the golf fees.  Mr. Heptig explained that i t was 
originally established to pay off the debt service on the Dairy Creek Golf Course construction.  The surcharge 
will be in place until the debt is paid off, in about nine years.  Commissioner Hilton also asked about the 
maintenance costs of the three county golf courses.  Mr. Heptig explained that Dairy Creek has the highest 

maintenance costs by far, due to soil types and operating costs. 
Parks and Recreation Commission recommend that the Board of Supervisors authorize the FY 2017-18 

proposed fees to be effective beginning January 1, 2017 
 
 Director Report 
 
9. 

 
This is the time set for the Director report. 

 
Nick Franco, Director of Parks, introduced Larry Iaquinto in his new role as the Assistant Director of Parks.  The Parks 
Maintenance Superintendent and the Chief Ranger roles have also been filled.  Adding more positions to the central 
structure of the department will help facilitate the accreditation process.  However, filling this structure has left some 
vacancies in the field.  
 
The Parks Department has moved to its new office on Monterey Street.  He noted that the next Commission Meeting 
will take place in the new office.  
 
Golf will return to the Board of Supervisors in November to present both short-term and long-term options for Dairy 
Creek Golf Course.  
 
Discussion of Pirates Cove in Avila Beach has resurfaced after a previous attempt to permit the management of the area 
failed.  Although there is a new effort to re-scope the project, no funds exist at this time.  The funds from the last 
attempt were redistributed to other projects.  
 
Parks is transitioning into a zero-waste department, printing as little as possible, using smaller garbage cans, and 
implementing a compost system.  

 
The Commission will not meet in November due to the Thanksgiving holiday.  However, there will be a 
meeting in mid-December. 
 

Larry Iaquinto, Assistant Director of Parks, summarized the new Parks structure.  He said that becoming an 
independent county department increased the need for additional resources and the new positions.  The new 

structure emphasizes ranger management and park maintenance.  Accreditation will further help Parks 
expand and offer more services to the community. 

 
Commissioner Nash-Karner asked about the status of the water pipeline in Morro Bay.  Mr. Franco replied 
that the project is progressing slowly through the planning and permitting stages. 
 



 Page 4 of 4 

Commissioner Hilton asked about the Dairy Creek Golf Course budget.  Mr. Franco responded that the Board 

approved up to $485,000 annually until the debt is paid, most of it being the debt service.  Commissioner 
Hilton also asked about the process regarding Pirates Cove.  Mr. Franco said at a minimum, a governing body 

should regulate trash, the parking lot, and the overall management of the facility.  He also mentioned that 
repairing the steps down to the beach from Pirates Cove is not a priority due to the natural immunity concept 

of public spaces.  However, the cliffs pose a safety issue and will need to be regulated.  
 
Approve letters of donation 
 
10. 

 
This is the time set for the Chairperson to acknowledge and accept any Letters of Donation 
received. 

 
There were no donations to report. 
 
Adjournment 
 
11. 

 
Adjourn Meeting 

 
Having no further business the meeting was adjourned. 


