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San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors

San Luis Obispo, Ca.  93408

July 12, 2016

RE: JULY 15, 2016 SPECIAL HEARING to consider: Native Tree and Agricultural Pond and 

Reservoir Interim/Zoning Urgency Ordinances in the Inland Areas 

Honorable Supervisors,

Margarita Proud is a local non-profit organization that represents a diverse group of  SLO county 

residents. We advocate on behalf of the safety, future livability, and rural character of Santa 

Margarita and itÕs surrounding areas. 

Promoting the role of Native Trees in creating natural scenic beauty, maintaining unique 

community identity, sustaining ecological balance and overall environmental health, protecting 

habitat with a future generation of trees, moderating climatic extremes, reducing soil erosion, 

enhancing surface water quality, improving air quality, and adding value to real property are all 

countywide values with widespread support. Additionally, as accurately summarized by your 

planning staff, the practice of allowing agricultural landowners to pump and store unlimited 

quantities of groundwater has the potential to reduce groundwater supplies for other rural 

residential and agricultural parcels in the region, interfere with the reliability of existing wells on 

neighboring properties, and result in the loss of signiÞcant quantities of groundwater due to 

evaporation. Accordingly, we urge your Board to immediately approve the Urgency Ordinances 

being proposed, and begin immediately working on permanent solutions.     

The health of our countyÕs economy and the health of our countyÕs native woodlands and water 

resources should not be viewed independently, but rather as inter-connected, and dependent upon 

one another.  It is our position that for your board not to adopt the Interim/Urgency Ordinances 

on July 15th would be irresponsible. 
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In addition to taking action to immediately approve both of these urgency ordinances, we urge 

your Board to set a firm hearing date, on or before August 16, 2016, to renew these interim 

ordinances and prioritize work on permanent solutions.     

Thank you for your careful consideration of our recommendations and for your leadership on 

these important issues.     

Sincerely,

Roy Reeves, President
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