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FW: Written testimony for the hearing on July 15

Jocelyn Brennan

Tue 7/12/2016 4:32 PM

To:cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder <cr_board_clerk@co.slo.ca.us>;

1 attachment (2 MB)

CaliforniaOaksTestimony7_12_16.pdf;

~ Jocelyn Brennan
Legislative Assistant District 4
San Luis Obispo County Supervisor Lynn Compton

San Luis Obispo CA 93408
Visit our Website
Visit us on FaceBook

From: oakstaff@californiaoaks.org [mailto:oakstaff@californiaoaks.org]

Sent: Tuesday, July 12, 2016 4:30 PM

To: Frank Mecham <fmecham@co.slo.ca.us>; Bruce Gibson <bgibson@co.slo.ca.us>; Adam Hill
<ahill@co.slo.ca.us>; Lynn Compton <lcompton@co.slo.ca.us>; Debbie Arnold <darnold@co.slo.ca.us>

Cc: jcobb@californiawildlifefoundation.org; Vicki Shelby <vshelby@co.slo.ca.us>; Cherie McKee
<cmckee@co.slo.ca.us>; Hannah Miller <hmiller@co.slo.ca.us>; Jocelyn Brennan <jbrennan@co.slo.ca.us>;
Jennifer Caffee <jcaffee@co.slo.ca.us>

Subject: Written testimony for the hearing on July 15

To the Honorable Supervisors of San Luis Obispo County:
Please find attached written testimony for the hearing on July 15.
All the best,

Angela Moskow
California Oaks Information Network Manager

Item No. 1

Meeting Date: July 15, 2016

Presented by: Angela Moskow

Rec'd prior to meeting & posted to web on: July 13, 2016
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Oakland, CA 94612

July 12, 2016

To the Honorable Board of Supervisors, County of San Luis Obispo:

The California Oaks program of the California Wildlife Foundation commends you on the
protections under consideration today as you deliberate the appropriate response to the clear
cutting of oak trees at Justin Vineyards, the Adelaida, and other sites. This testimony is
submitted in support of the Interim Zoning/Urgency Ordinance. The focus is on oak woodlands,
in keeping with our program’s dedication to sustaining California’s primary old growth resource.

Senate Bill (SB) 1334, passed in 2004 and signed by Governor Schwarzenegger, brought the
conversion of oak woodlands under the purview of the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), but it exempted oak woodlands on agricultural lands. An estimated 82% of oak
woodlands are privately held with little or no protection.' We respectfully offer that oak
woodland protections are vital conserving the natural and agricultural heritage of the county.

0Oak Woodlands support San Luis Obispo County’s high value cropping systems and
natural heritage: California’s oak woodlands and oak forested lands form an ecological
backbone that supports the economy and environment. These lands sustain healthy watersheds,
sequester carbon, and provide habitat for diverse plants and wildlife—generating benefits that
extend across property lines.

Oak woodlands protect the quality of greater than two-thirds of California’s drinking water
supply.” They stabilize soil, provide shade, and replenish groundwater. Oaks are also drought-
tolerant, with deep roots that reach groundwater resources, and a root system that extends into
the granite matrix to access nutrients and soil moisture.’ These resilient characteristics will gain
importance as the changing climate introduces greater variability in weather patterns.

Oak woodlands have a productive understory of grasses that support approximately 60% of
California’s rangelands. For many years oaks were removed from ranchlands until it became
clear that forage quality is enhanced by the presence of oaks and degrades in the years that
follow the removal of oaks.*

Oak woodlands provide food and critical habitat for California’s native species, including 2,000
plants, 5,000 insects, 80 amphibians and reptiles, 160 birds and 80 mammals—many of which

! Sulak, A., Huntsinger, L., Barry, S., Forero, L., Public land grazing for private land conservation? Presented at the Sixth
California Oaks Symposium: Today’s Challenges, Tomorrow’s Opportunities, US Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Research
Station, held in Rohnert Park, CA, October 2006.

2 0’Geen, A.T., Dahlgren, R.A., Swarowsky, A., Tate, K.W., Lewis, D.J., Singer, M.J., Research connects soil hydrology and
stream water chemistry in California oak woodlands, California Agriculture, Volume 62, Number 2, April-June 2010.

3 Allen, M.F., How Oaks Respond to Water Limitation, Presented at the Seventh California Oak Symposium: Managing Oak
Woodlands in a Dynamic World, US Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Research Station, held in Visalia, CA November 2014.

* Pavlik, B.M., Muick, P., Johnson, S., and Popper, M., Oaks of California, Chacuma Press and California Oak Foundation, 1991,
rev. 2006. Page 113,

www.californiaoaks.org
g
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are listed as threatened, endangered, or species of special concern by the state or the federal
government.’

An estimated 675 million metric tons of carbon dioxide is stored in oak trees as well as the
understory in oak woodlands.® Net present value of greenhouse gas emissions forms the
foundation of the state’s carbon dioxide (CO,) reduction objectives stated in the Global Warming
Solutions Act of 2006 (Assembly Bill 32, Pavley), as well as the California Forest Protocol
preservation standards. Thus, a ton of carbon currently sequestered by oak woodlands is more
critical than a ton of oak woodland carbon stored in the future. Additionally, every ton of CO,
released into the atmosphere by oak woodland conversion—alongside the loss of the woodland’s
role in carbon sequestration—represents a measurable potential adverse environmental effect.

Economic Value for Agricultural Producers: Conservation easements on oak woodlands can
add economic value to working landscapes, providing an important incentive to protect natural
resource values. Voluntary conservation easements provide tax benefits for landowners if legally
defined resource values are protected in the easement.”’

The Importance of Maintaining Healthy Oak Woodlands: Intact regenerative natural
resources continue to provide ecosystem services over time, differing from built infrastructure
 that depreciates. Oak restoration, while important, is on balance, a small step towards restoring
the many ecosystem services of a mature oak woodland. Oak seedlings require many years to
reach maturity. Thus, assuming the replanted oaks are able to reach maturity, the net result is
many years of lost watershed function, and carbon sequestration, wildlife and plant habitat,
following the destruction of the oak woodland.

Thank you very much for your consideration and for your leadership in conserving San Luis
Obispo County’s invaluable oak resources.

Sincerely,

Janet Cobb Angela Moskow

Executive Officer California Oaks Information Network
California Wildlife Foundation/ Manager/California Oaks Coalition
California Oaks

5 Meadows, R., Oaks—Research and outreach to prevent oak woodland loss. California Agriculture, Volume 61, Number 1
January-March 2007.

S Gaman, T. An Inventory of Carbon and California Oaks. California Oak Foundation, 2008.

7 Sulak, A., Huntsinger, L., Standiford, R., Merenlender; A., and Fairfax, S.A., Strategy for Oak Woodland Conservation: The
conservation easement in California, Advances in GeoEcology, 2004.
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FW: Contact Us (response #3078) - OAKS -

FW: Contact Us (response #3078) - OAKS

Board of Supervisors

Wed 7/13/2016 8:03 AM

Page 1 of 2

To:BOS_Legislative Assistants <BOS_Legislative-Assistants@co.slo.ca.us>; cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder

<cr_board_clerk@co.slo.ca.us>;

For your review.
Thank you.

Blake Fixler
Administrative Assistant Il
Board of Supervisors

San Luis Obispo County
www.slocounty.ca.gov

Connect with us:

www.facebook.com/SLOCountyGov
www.twitter.com/SLO CountyGov
www.linkedin.com/company/county-of-san-luis-obispo
www.youtube.com/user/slocountygov

From: Internet Webmaster [mailto:webmaster@co.slo.ca.us]

Sent: Tuesday, July 12, 2016 4:23 PM

To: Board of Supervisors <Boardofsups@co.slo.ca.us>
Subject: Contact Us (response #3078)

Contact Us (response #3078)

Survey Information

Site:County of SLO

Page Title:Contact Us
URL:http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/bos/BOSContactUs.htm
Submission Time/Date:7/12/2016 4:22:49 PM

Survey Response

Name:
Jerry SanFilippo

Telephone Number:

Item No. 1

Meeting Date: July 15, 2016

Presented by: Jerry SanFilippo

Rec'd prior to meeting & posted to web on: July 13, 2016

Page 1 of 2
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FW: Contact Us (response #3078) - OAKS - Page 2 of 2

Email address:
jerrysanfo@gmail.com

Comments or questions (8,192 characters max):

Frank Mecham, as mayor you were the hero of Paso Robles. | fully supported you when you ran for supervisor.

As supervisor of SLO County | was hoping, with your leadership the integrity and careful preservation would be
upheld. This has not happened | moved from Paso nearly 5 years past, but my memories of that area will be with me
always.

The recent ravaging of 15000 oak trees in around Chimney Rock was a shocking display of stewardship. When |
moved to Paso, owning a small 10 acre parcel, | hired a certified tree specialist to tell us on the care and maintenance
of the trees on our property, especially the oaks. Some were 250 years old. Today they are older than our country.
Shame on the administration and casual performance of natural beauty. | miss SLO county dearly, and hoped it
would always retain that unique ambiance.

Meeting Date: July 15, 2016
Presented by: Jerry SanFilippo
Rec'd prior to meeting & posted to web on: July 13, 2016
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FW: Special July 15th Hearing to Consider Native Tree and Ag
Pond and Reservoir Interim Zoning/Urgency Ordinances

Board of Supervisors

Wed 7/13/2016 8:04 AM

To:BOS_Legislative Assistants <BOS_Legislative-Assistants@co.slo.ca.us>; cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder
<cr_board_clerk@co.slo.ca.us>;

1 attachment (147 KB)

MP-BoS71216Ltr.pdf;

For your review.
Thank you.

Blake Fixler
Administrative Assistant Ill
Board of Supervisors

San Luis Obispo County
www.slocounty.ca.gov

Connect with us:

www.facebook.com/SLOCountyGov
www.twitter.com/SLO_CountyGov
www.linkedin.com/company/county-of-san-luis-obispo
www.youtube.com/user/slocountygov

From: Margarita Proud [mailto:margaritaproud@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, July 13, 2016 7:45 AM

To: Board of Supervisors <Boardofsups@co.slo.ca.us>

Subject: Special July 15th Hearing to Consider Native Tree and Ag Pond and Reservoir Interim Zoning/Urgency
Ordinances

The attached pdf contains our correspondence regarding Friday's agenda items.
Thanks for your leadership on this important matter.

Roy Reeves
President, Margarita Proud

Item No. 1

Meeting Date: July 15, 2016

Presented by: Roy Reeves

Rec'd prior to meeting & posted to web on: July 13, 2016
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San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors

San Luis Obispo, Ca. 93408
July 12,2016

RE: JULY 15, 2016 SPECIAL HEARING to consider: Native Tree and Agricultural Pond and
Reservoir Interim/Zoning Urgency Ordinances in the Inland Areas

Honorable Supervisors,

Margarita Proud is a local non-profit organization that represents a diverse group of SLO county
residents. We advocate on behalf of the safety, future livability, and rural character of Santa
Margarita and it’s surrounding areas.

Promoting the role of Native Trees in creating natural scenic beauty, maintaining unique
community identity, sustaining ecological balance and overall environmental health, protecting
habitat with a future generation of trees, moderating climatic extremes, reducing soil erosion,
enhancing surface water quality, improving air quality, and adding value to real property are all
countywide values with widespread support. Additionally, as accurately summarized by your
planning staff, the practice of allowing agricultural landowners to pump and store unlimited
quantities of groundwater has the potential to reduce groundwater supplies for other rural
residential and agricultural parcels in the region, interfere with the reliability of existing wells on
neighboring properties, and result in the loss of significant quantities of groundwater due to
evaporation. Accordingly, we urge your Board to immediately approve the Urgency Ordinances
being proposed, and begin immediately working on permanent solutions.

The health of our county’s economy and the health of our county’s native woodlands and water
resources should not be viewed independently, but rather as inter-connected, and dependent upon
one another. It is our position that for your board not to adopt the Interim/Urgency Ordinances
on July 15th would be irresponsible.

, Santa Margarita,Ca. 93453 www.margaritaproud.com

Item No. 1

Meeting Date: July 15, 2016
Presented by: Roy Reeves
Rec'd prior to meeting & posted to web on: July 13, 2016
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In addition to taking action to immediately approve both of these urgency ordinances, we urge
your Board to set a firm hearing date, on or before August 16, 2016, to renew these interim
ordinances and prioritize work on permanent solutions.

Thank you for your careful consideration of our recommendations and for your leadership on
these important issues.

Sincerely,

Roy Reeves, President

Santa Margarita,Ca. 93453 www.margaritaproud.com

Item No. 1

Meeting Date: July 15, 2016

Presented by: Roy Reeves

Rec'd prior to meeting & posted to web on: July 13, 2016
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FW: Letter from the ALAB Chair regarding the potential urgency
ordinance for oak woodlands and native trees

Lynn Compton

Wed 7/13/2016 9:58 AM

To:cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder <cr_board_clerk@co.slo.ca.us>;

1 attachment (232 KB)

ALAB_Oak Ordinance2016.pdf;

~ Jocelyn Brennan
Legislative Assistant District 4
San Luis Obispo County Supervisor Lynn Compton

San Luis Obispo CA 93408
Visit our Website
Visit us on FaceBook

From: Marc Lea

Sent: Tuesday, July 12, 2016 3:46 PM

To: BOS_Legislative Assistants <BOS_ Legislative-Assistants@co.slo.ca.us>

Subject: Letter from the ALAB Chair regarding the potential urgency ordinance for oak woodlands and native
trees

Board of Supervisors and Board Staff,

In recognition of Friday's agenda item regarding the potential adoption of an urgency ordinance prohibiting the
clear-cutting of oak woodlands and limiting the removal of native trees in the inland area, the Chair of the
Agricultural Liaison Advisory Board (ALAB), Jean-Pierre Wolff, asked me to provide you this letter regarding
ALAB's recommendation on the matter. At our meeting held yesterday, ALAB members voted to support the
adoption of the urgency ordinance.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

thanks,

Marc Lea
Item No. 1
Meeting Date: July 15, 2016
Presented by: Marc Lea
Rec'd prior to meeting & posted to web on: July 13, 2016>
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FW: Letter from the ALAB Chair regarding the potential urge... - Page 2 of 2

Marc Lea
Deputy Agricultural Commissioner
San Luis Obispo County Department of Agriculture

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

Item No. 1

Meeting Date: July 15, 2016

Presented by: Marc Lea

Rec'd prior to meeting & posted to web on: July 13, 2016>
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FW: Written testimony for the hearing on July 15

Lynn Compton

Wed 7/13/2016 9:58 AM

To:cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder <cr_board_clerk@co.slo.ca.us>;

1 attachment (2 MB)

CaliforniaOaksTestimony7_12_16.pdf;

~ Jocelyn Brennan
Legislative Assistant District 4
San Luis Obispo County Supervisor Lynn Compton

San Luis Obispo CA 93408
Visit our Website
Visit us on FaceBook

From: oakstaff@californiaoaks.org [mailto:oakstaff@californiaoaks.org]

Sent: Tuesday, July 12, 2016 4:30 PM

To: Frank Mecham <fmecham@co.slo.ca.us>; Bruce Gibson <bgibson@co.slo.ca.us>; Adam Hill
<ahill@co.slo.ca.us>; Lynn Compton <lcompton@co.slo.ca.us>; Debbie Arnold <darnold@co.slo.ca.us>

Cc: jcobb@californiawildlifefoundation.org; Vicki Shelby <vshelby@co.slo.ca.us>; Cherie McKee
<cmckee@co.slo.ca.us>; Hannah Miller <hmiller@co.slo.ca.us>; Jocelyn Brennan <jbrennan@co.slo.ca.us>;
Jennifer Caffee <jcaffee@co.slo.ca.us>

Subject: Written testimony for the hearing on July 15

To the Honorable Supervisors of San Luis Obispo County:
Please find attached written testimony for the hearing on July 15.
All the best,

Angela Moskow
California Oaks Information Network Manager

Item No. 1

Meeting Date: July 15, 2016

Presented by: Angela Moskow

Rec'd prior to meeting & posted to web on: July 13, 2016
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Oakland, CA 94612

July 12, 2016

To the Honorable Board of Supervisors, County of San Luis Obispo:

The California Oaks program of the California Wildlife Foundation commends you on the
protections under consideration today as you deliberate the appropriate response to the clear
cutting of oak trees at Justin Vineyards, the Adelaida, and other sites. This testimony is
submitted in support of the Interim Zoning/Urgency Ordinance. The focus is on oak woodlands,
in keeping with our program’s dedication to sustaining California’s primary old growth resource.

Senate Bill (SB) 1334, passed in 2004 and signed by Governor Schwarzenegger, brought the
conversion of oak woodlands under the purview of the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), but it exempted oak woodlands on agricultural lands. An estimated 82% of oak
woodlands are privately held with little or no protection.' We respectfully offer that oak
woodland protections are vital conserving the natural and agricultural heritage of the county.

0Oak Woodlands support San Luis Obispo County’s high value cropping systems and
natural heritage: California’s oak woodlands and oak forested lands form an ecological
backbone that supports the economy and environment. These lands sustain healthy watersheds,
sequester carbon, and provide habitat for diverse plants and wildlife—generating benefits that
extend across property lines.

Oak woodlands protect the quality of greater than two-thirds of California’s drinking water
supply.” They stabilize soil, provide shade, and replenish groundwater. Oaks are also drought-
tolerant, with deep roots that reach groundwater resources, and a root system that extends into
the granite matrix to access nutrients and soil moisture.’ These resilient characteristics will gain
importance as the changing climate introduces greater variability in weather patterns.

Oak woodlands have a productive understory of grasses that support approximately 60% of
California’s rangelands. For many years oaks were removed from ranchlands until it became
clear that forage quality is enhanced by the presence of oaks and degrades in the years that
follow the removal of oaks.*

Oak woodlands provide food and critical habitat for California’s native species, including 2,000
plants, 5,000 insects, 80 amphibians and reptiles, 160 birds and 80 mammals—many of which

! Sulak, A., Huntsinger, L., Barry, S., Forero, L., Public land grazing for private land conservation? Presented at the Sixth
California Oaks Symposium: Today’s Challenges, Tomorrow’s Opportunities, US Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Research
Station, held in Rohnert Park, CA, October 2006.

2 0’Geen, A.T., Dahlgren, R.A., Swarowsky, A., Tate, K.W., Lewis, D.J., Singer, M.J., Research connects soil hydrology and
stream water chemistry in California oak woodlands, California Agriculture, Volume 62, Number 2, April-June 2010.

3 Allen, M.F., How Oaks Respond to Water Limitation, Presented at the Seventh California Oak Symposium: Managing Oak
Woodlands in a Dynamic World, US Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Research Station, held in Visalia, CA November 2014.

* Pavlik, B.M., Muick, P., Johnson, S., and Popper, M., Oaks of California, Chacuma Press and California Oak Foundation, 1991,
rev. 2006. Page 113,

www.californiaoaks.org
g
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are listed as threatened, endangered, or species of special concern by the state or the federal
government.’

An estimated 675 million metric tons of carbon dioxide is stored in oak trees as well as the
understory in oak woodlands.® Net present value of greenhouse gas emissions forms the
foundation of the state’s carbon dioxide (CO,) reduction objectives stated in the Global Warming
Solutions Act of 2006 (Assembly Bill 32, Pavley), as well as the California Forest Protocol
preservation standards. Thus, a ton of carbon currently sequestered by oak woodlands is more
critical than a ton of oak woodland carbon stored in the future. Additionally, every ton of CO,
released into the atmosphere by oak woodland conversion—alongside the loss of the woodland’s
role in carbon sequestration—represents a measurable potential adverse environmental effect.

Economic Value for Agricultural Producers: Conservation easements on oak woodlands can
add economic value to working landscapes, providing an important incentive to protect natural
resource values. Voluntary conservation easements provide tax benefits for landowners if legally
defined resource values are protected in the easement.”’

The Importance of Maintaining Healthy Oak Woodlands: Intact regenerative natural
resources continue to provide ecosystem services over time, differing from built infrastructure
 that depreciates. Oak restoration, while important, is on balance, a small step towards restoring
the many ecosystem services of a mature oak woodland. Oak seedlings require many years to
reach maturity. Thus, assuming the replanted oaks are able to reach maturity, the net result is
many years of lost watershed function, and carbon sequestration, wildlife and plant habitat,
following the destruction of the oak woodland.

Thank you very much for your consideration and for your leadership in conserving San Luis
Obispo County’s invaluable oak resources.

Sincerely,

Janet Cobb Angela Moskow

Executive Officer California Oaks Information Network
California Wildlife Foundation/ Manager/California Oaks Coalition
California Oaks

5 Meadows, R., Oaks—Research and outreach to prevent oak woodland loss. California Agriculture, Volume 61, Number 1
January-March 2007.

S Gaman, T. An Inventory of Carbon and California Oaks. California Oak Foundation, 2008.

7 Sulak, A., Huntsinger, L., Standiford, R., Merenlender; A., and Fairfax, S.A., Strategy for Oak Woodland Conservation: The
conservation easement in California, Advances in GeoEcology, 2004.

Item No. 1

Meeting Date: July 15, 2016
Presented by: Angela Moskow
Rec'd prior to meeting & posted to web on: July 13, 2016
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FW: Oak Tree Emergency Ordinance

Lynn Compton

Wed 7/13/2016 9:59 AM

To:Adam Hill <ahill@co.slo.ca.us>; Bruce Gibson <bgibson@co.slo.ca.us>; Cherie McKee <cmckee@co.slo.ca.us>; Debbie
Arnold <darnold@co.slo.ca.us>; Frank Mecham <fmecham@co.slo.ca.us>; Hannah Miller <hmiller@co.slo.ca.us>; Jennifer
Caffee <jcaffee@co.slo.ca.us>; Vicki Shelby <vshelby@co.slo.ca.us>;

Cccr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder <cr_board_clerk@co.slo.ca.us>;

~ Jocelyn Brennan
Legislative Assistant District 4
San Luis Obispo County Supervisor Lynn Compton

San Luis Obispo CA 93408
Visit our Website
Visit us on FaceBook

From: Bob Bergman [mailto:bbergman@fix.net]
Sent: Tuesday, July 12, 2016 11:49 PM

To: Lynn Compton <lcompton@co.slo.ca.us>
Subject: Oak Tree Emergency Ordinance

Hi Lynn,

After reading the staff report for the oak tree emergency ordinance, | have a few suggestions. If a landowner has
over 40, 80, or maybe 100 acres in ag zone and has some forested areas, they should be allowed to cut maybe
10 oak trees of any size per year for their personal firewood use. This should be allowed without going in for a
permit to do so. | have thousands of oaks on my property and have used oak wood for heating purposes my
whole life. | don’t sell firewood. If you are so inclined, anything less restrictive would be great.

Thanks for your consideration.

Sincerely. Bob Bergman

Item No. 1

Meeting Date: July 15, 2016

Presented by: Bob Bergman

Rec'd prior to meeting & posted to web on: July 13, 2016
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FW: oak

Lynn Compton

Wed 7/13/2016 10:01 AM

To:cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder <cr_board_clerk@co.slo.ca.us>;

~ Jocelyn Brennan
Legislative Assistant District 4
San Luis Obispo County Supervisor Lynn Compton

San Luis Obispo CA 93408
Visit our Website
Visit us on FaceBook

From: Elizabeth Bettenhausen [mailto:elizabethbettenhausen@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, July 13, 2016 9:06 AM

To: Adam Hill <ahill@co.slo.ca.us>; Bruce Gibson <bgibson@co.slo.ca.us>; Debbie Arnold
<darnold@co.slo.ca.us>; Frank Mecham <fmecham@co.slo.ca.us>; Lynn Compton <lcompton@co.slo.ca.us>
Subject: oak

Item No. 1

Meeting Date: July 15, 2016
Presented by: Elizabeth Bettenhausen
Rec'd prior to meeting & posted to web on: July 13, 2016

Page 1of 3
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FW: oak - Sandy Currens Page 2 of 3

Coastal Oak, Oak Knoll Creek, San Luis Obispo County photo by Elizabeth Bettenhausen
Dear Supervisors of San Luis Obispo County,

This oak tree grew long before any of us was born and has lived through many a
northwesterly wind. However, extreme wealth has powers of destruction by humans beyond
that.

Therefore, I request that you consider the amendment I propose to enforcement of the
Interim Zoning/Urgency Ordinance
before you on July 15, 2016, concerning oak woodlands in San Luis Obispo County.

"Section 6. Enforcement.

"A violation of this Ordinance is deemed to be a violation of Title 22. In the event of a
violation of this Ordinance or any requirement imposed pursuant to this Ordinance, the
County may will, in-its-diseretionand in addition to all other remedies, take such
enforcement action as is authorized under Title 22 and Title 1 of the County Code and
any other action authorized by law, including without limitation enforcement through a
civil injunction or the imposition of penalties up to $25,000 per violation. No
development, planting, or cultivation of the Site will be allowed for a period of not less

than seven ten years after the violation,-exceptas-authorized-by-an-approved
D . Perrmit "

More than a century ago the architect, Louis H. Sullivan, wrote of excessive wealth
in this country and its effects on architecture and commerce.

“These buildings, as they increase in number and uproar, make this city poorer and
emptier, morally and spiritually; they drag it into the mire of materialism. This is not
American civilization, it is Gomorrah. This is not Democracy, it is madness. It is the
growl of a glutton hunt for the Dollar, a yelp with no thought for aught else under the
sun or over the earth. It is decadence in its most convincing form: so truly does this
architecture reflect the causes which have brought it into being. Such structures are
profoundly anti-social; and, as such, they must be reckoned with” (Louis H. Sullivan,
Kindergarten Chats XXIII: An Office Building, 1918 rev. ed.).

Sullivan's description applies also to the destruction wrought by the "glutton hunt for
the Dollar," including the destruction of thousands upon thousands of oak trees and
the ground beneath them. Only strong opposition will protect "aught else under the
sun or over the earth."

Thank you for your steady public service.

Elizabeth Bettenhausen, Ph.D.

Meeting Date: July 15, 2016
Presented by: Elizabeth Bettenhausen
Rec'd prior to meeting & posted to web on: July 13, 2016
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FW: oak -

Cambria, CA 93428

Page 3 of 3

Item No. 1

Meeting Date: July 15, 2016

Presented by: Elizabeth Bettenhausen

Rec'd prior to meeting & posted to web on: July 13, 2016
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FW: Bonnheim Correspondence to the Board/ Emergency Oak Tre... - Page 1 of 2

FW: Bonnheim Correspondence to the Board/ Emergency Oak
Tree Ordinance

Blake Fixler

Wed 7/13/2016 10:28 AM

To:BOS_Legislative Assistants <BOS_Legislative-Assistants@co.slo.ca.us>; cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder
<cr_board_clerk@co.slo.ca.us>;

1 attachment (350 KB)

Mike Bonnheim Ltr to BOS 07-13-16.pdf;

For your review.
Letter is attached as a .pdf
Thank you.

Blake Fixler
Administrative Assistant Il|
Board of Supervisors

San Luis Obispo County
www.slocounty.ca.gov

Connect with us:

www.facebook.com/SLOCountyGov
www.twitter.com/SLO_CountyGov
www.linkedin.com/company/county-of-san-luis-obispo
www.youtube.com/user/slocountygov

From: Jean St. Martin [mailto:jeanstmartin@att.net]

Sent: Wednesday, July 13, 2016 10:02 AM

To: Board of Supervisors <Boardofsups@co.slo.ca.us>

Cc: Blake Fixler <bfixler@co.slo.ca.us>; mjb@Ilastablasranch.com

Subject: Bonnheim Correspondence to the Board/ Emergency Oak Tree Ordinance

Attached please find a letter from Mike Bonnheim to the Board of Supervisors in regard to the emergency oak
tree ordinance.

Please share this with the Supervisors in advance of their meeting on Friday July 15, 2016 on this matter, and
include as part of the administrative record.

Please reply to confirm receipt.

Thank you,
Item No. 1
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FW: Bonnheim Correspondence to the Board/ Emergency Oak Tre... - Page 2 of 2

Jean A. St. Martin
Attorney at Law

Please note my updated contact information above.

This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are the intended
recipient, please be advised that the content of this message is subject to access, review and disclosure by the
sender's Email System Administrator. IRS Circular 230 Disclosure: To insure compliance with requirements
imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any tax advice contained in this communication (including any
attachments) was not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding
penalties under federal tax law or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction
or matter addressed herein.

Meeting Date: July 15, 2016
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Rec'd prior to meeting & posted to web on: July 13, 2016

07/13/2016



July 13,2016

Via Email

Frank Mecham, Supervisor District 1
Bruce Gibson, Supervisor District 2
Adam Hill, Supervisor District 3
Lynn Compton, Supervisor District 4
Debbie Arnold, Supervisor District 5

Clerk of the Board
Board of Supervisors

San Luis Obispo, California 93408

RE: Proposed Oak Tree Emergency Ordinance
July 15" Board of Supervisors Meeting

Dear Supervisors,

I am writing out of concern for the oak tree emergency ordinance being considered by the
Board at its upcoming meeting on July 15th. Although my family and I are high property rights
proponents, we do not agree with or condone the actions of Estate Vineyards, LLC (Resniks). At
best, their actions lacked sensitivity, and at worst were just plain arrogant. Like many others in
the community, we do not appreciate their “bull in a china shop” type of behavior and decision
making.

We understand the County’s desire to adopt an ordinance to prevent this from happening
again, however, what is proposed goes far beyond restricting another Estate Vineyards-type
incident, and effectively eliminates a responsible owner’s ability to effectively manage their oak
woodlands without undue governmental oversight and interference. While our Supervisor,
Supervisor Mecham, has expressed to us that this ordinance is not aimed at the Bonnheims, and
Supervisor Arnold has expressed her support of our conservation efforts, we nonetheless feel the
need to speak out as we believe that the new ordinance as proposed will have an immediate,
direct and negative impact on us and our ability to effectively manage our property.

Therefore, my family and I respectfully ask that you take the following into consideration
when voting on the emergency ordinance this Friday:

Sustainable Management.

A ranch can only be sustainable if there is full management flexibility. The only way
flexibility can be realized is through an on-going, creative and innovative thought process. All
ranches are individuals with respect to the natural resources, the chosen forms of production and
ownership goals. It takes an intimate knowledge of one’s ranch and the ability to listen to what it
is telling you to manage responsibly. One-size-fits-all, cook-book and micro-management
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approaches are counterproductive to a long term viable and sustainable ranch business as it
relates to promoting a healthy and diverse landscape.

The Bonnheim Ranch is 7,500 acres located in San Luis Obispo County and in 2019 will
turn a centennial ranch. This year, my son who is fourth generation on the ranch, graduated from
Fresno State with an agricultural degree after playing football on scholarship the past five years.
He has high hopes to continue with the ranch business. The ranch has been managed holistically
since 1992 and managed for multiple-use since the 1950s with commercial livestock and wildlife
as the two most compatible and potentially sustainable forms of production. Diversity is
everything. Managing the ranch’s landscape for diversity is what supports my family’s chosen
forms of production, long term.

For several years, the Bonnheims have employed well thought out management of the
ranch oak resources. The management includes prudent thinning of live-oak trees, in specific
areas, and only on north facing mountain slopes. We want to have a mix of all age classes of
trees, not just young trees, not just old trees. Only about .001 of the ranch’s total acreage is
thinned annually. It is counterproductive to attempt to do more. The tree canopy coupled with
understory brush is so thick and the angle of the sun so low on these east/west oriented north
slopes that shading is dramatic and sunlight cannot penetrate to the soil surface. Grasses and
forbs are non-existent and wildlife browse is out of reach. Prior to thinning, these north facing
slopes are sterile and non-diverse landscapes. After initiating a thinning project, sunlight energy
is again reaching the soil surface, the oak trees fully express themselves and regeneration is now
possible. Regeneration is not possible without sunlight energy. These same trees are now
protected from catastrophic fire. The subsequent brush piles and tree trimmings are left in loose
piles for the woodrats, mice, quail, rabbits and song birds to use. Deer and turkey rely on their
eyesight for protection and the scattered cover lends well to good fawning, nesting and escape
cover. Blue jays, woodpeckers, hawks, owls and bobcats thrive in this environment. The four
processes that drive the landscape are now functioning at a higher level, those being the water
cycle, mineral cycle, energy flow and community dynamics. Livestock is used in these areas as
a tool in follow up management and their presence further promotes landscape diversity and
permits additional time for the balance of the ranch to rest, discouraging over grazing.

The local NRCS Range Conservationist has identified native perennial grasses that have
established without artificial seeding in each project area. Examples of these grasses include
Blue Wild Rye, Creeping Wild Rye, California Brome and Purple Needle. The consensus is that
these north slopes were historically more savanna in nature and that these perennial grass seeds
have laid dormant waiting for the right conditions to re-express themselves. These thinning
projects sculpt the landscape, enhance all resources and support the ranch’s forms of production.
The ranch management plan, and subsequent management decisions related to the north slope
tree thinning, is endorsed by the Natural Resource Conservation Service, California State Board
of Forestry, University of California, the Land Conservancy of San Luis Obispo, Holistic
Management International and others representing the academic and scientific communities,
professional land and wildlife managers as well as producer peers. These individuals and groups
have all seen this first-hand through ranch workshops and tours supported by and organized
through the Upper Salinas-Las Tablas Resource Conservation District. This is not just a hobby,
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or lip service to the idea of conservation, this is a practice my family and I live everyday on our
ranch. It is our way of life.

Preservation of Traditional Agricultural Uses

Several years ago, my family was forced to decide whether to sell, develop and
subdivide, or try to find a way to keep the ranch intact for the next generation. We wanted to
continue with the ranch. The only way it was financially feasible was to establish conservation
easements over the property which were compatible with our ongoing agricultural operations.
My family was the first in California to work toward a conservation easement and later
consummate it. Establishing these easements cost my family time, financial and emotional
stress, and many sleepless nights, but we did it. My family saved the ranch, which is invaluable
to us, but we hope also that others appreciate the working landscape that is protected from
development in perpetuity. Our ranch will forever be an anchor to a way of life in the Adelaide
area than so many have denounced the Resniks for eroding. What happened on the Estate
Vineyard property will never happen on our ranch, with or without any emergency ordinance,
because of these easements.

We are now left with a working ranch in the purest form of the description. This dictates
that we must manage our ranch landscape to support our chosen forms of production if we expect
to be sustainable. Our easement contracts effectively retired commercial/residential
development potential and provide for and support the Bonnheims’ prudent management
thinning of the oak resource. These easements are a testament to the fact that the act of cutting
an oak tree is not contrary to, but is instead it is an integral part of, a successful conservation
plan.

Our Background and History with the Oak Woodlands Management Plan.

Conserving our land, and keeping it economically viable, through management is a cause
near and dear to my heart. My family has been formally recognized by the County of San Luis
Obispo as native tree stewards and nominated by the USLT RCD to receive the California Aldo
Leopold Conservation Award. [ was also part of the committee that developed the current
county oak woodlands management plan and my preference would be to continue with it. It has
served well during the last decade with no problems associated with management cutting. That
plan did not materialize overnight and required input from a diverse group of stakeholders. The
proposed ordinance makes no mention of the plan, and stands in stark contradiction to it. The
clear cutting done by Estate Vineyards was not the result of a “bad” oak woodlands management
plan. Please do not throw that valuable work away.

If you feel you must adopt the proposed ordinance, please consider some way to
incorporate compliance with the existing oak woodlands management plan as an exemption.
This is an effective plan and tool for those of us truly interested in management. The plan would
remain “voluntary” but the County could enforce the plan on those who utilize the exemption.
An owner wouldn’t have to file plans with the County or process expensive or time consuming
permits, they would just elect to follow the program, then if they didn’t, the County will have the
some kind of enforcement right. If the County was concerned about people abusing the
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exemption (i.e. saying they were following the plan to accomplish cutting, then changing the use
of their property), for properties not already protected by conservation easements like our ranch,
a notice of participation in the management plan could be recorded which required some length
of participation, just like what is done with Williamson Act Contracts which have a 10 year
“nonrenewal” period to prevent owners suddenly dropping the program and changing the use.
This is just one idea, I am sure there are others. However it is accomplished, please find a way
to allow responsible management to continue, in both the short term under this emergency
ordinance, and long term under a permanent ordinance, if one is adopted.

Address the “Emergency,” but do not Prevent Management.

What happened with Estate Vineyards is unfortunate; however it does not necessitate a
hasty emergency ordinance that does not address the interests of all stakeholders. Clear cutting
associated with land use conversion is the stated emergency, not management cutting, and yet a
large part of the proposed ordinance is aimed at severely restricting management. Please leave
the existing voluntary plan in place and respond to the “emergency” only. There is a night and
day difference between clear cutting oaks connected to land use conversion, as opposed to the
thinning of oaks associated with management to enhance the resource in support of the same
uses that have been in place for a historical period of time. Please do not lump us all into the
same category, as one size does not fit all. There are many ways the County could creatively and
effectively allow flexibility for management, but a rushed public process to adopt an emergency
ordinance is not going to allow for that. Adopting an overly restrictive ordinance will have the
long term effect of degrading oak woodlands by overregulating (and thereby discouraging) good
management practices, further jeopardizing the way of life that the ordinance proclaims to
protect. Do what is necessary to ensure this does not happen again, but stop there and allow
responsible property owners to continue to responsibly manage their properties without undue
interference or regulation.

Finally, please do not be fooled by the “temporariness” of an emergency ordinance. As
with the emergency water ordinance, it is my understanding that this ordinance could be in place
for as long as two years. That may not sound like a long time in political years, but on our ranch,
suspending management practices for that long would be devastating and is really not a choice
we can afford to make. Therefore, we implore you to only adopt an ordinance which clearly
allows for the continuance of ongoing management practices, without undue governmental
interference, either by limiting the scope of the ordinance to a prohibition on clearcutting in
connection with change of use, or by express exemption for responsible ranch management.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions you may have. I am happy to
answer them.

Respectfully,

M o rrridlovion

Mike Bonnheim
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