






























































May 23, 2016

Tina Dickason
574 Leighton St.
Cambria, CA 93428

To:  The San Luis Obispo Planning Commission, Commissioners
RE:  Agenda Item (9) May 25, 2016

Dear Commissioners Irving, Topping, Meyer, Harrison and Campbell:

I would like to share with you some information regarding the recycling center located on Tamson Dr. in
Cambria.

Approximately two years ago, when receiving my monthly allergy shots at an allergist’s office in
Templeton, I met a young woman from Cambria in the waiting room.  We engaged in a conversation,
which led to why she was at the allergist’s office.  Apparently, she worked at the Cambria recycling
center and was stung by a wasp/yellow jacket while working there, which caused a severe allergic
reaction in her body.  She had to be taken by ambulance to the hospital, having received immediate
medical treatment by EMT’s when they arrived to take her to the hospital.  When I spoke to her, she
told me she was going to the allergist 3 times a week for shots to counteract the condition she had
suffered from the sting.

The young lady told me that there were wasp nests in close proximity to the recycling center.  I assumed
because of the residual sugar content in soda cans and bottles, there was an attraction for these insects
to gather and form nests there.  Interestingly, a neighbor, who was renting a house across the street
from us in Cambria, collected on a nightly basis, bottles and cans to take to the recycling center for
financial reimbursement.  However, he did not take them on a daily basis to the center, so the same
thing happened in his yard as at the center:  a wasp/yellow jacket nest formed, and his wife was bitten
by one or more of the insects.

I bring this up to you, because when I watched the March meeting where this item came up, no mention
was made of potential health issues related to any wasp/yellow jacket nests.

I have also observed when leaving Gym One after classes there, the crushing of cans and bottles, which
is extremely noisy. (Since the March PC meeting, I have not seen crushing activity take place, as advised
by the PC). In addition, I had occasion to visit the recycling center to ask if they would take a small, table-
top microwave oven, as Mission Country said they were not able to. The gentleman at the center said
he could take it for a cost of $10.  I gave him the $10 for taking the microwave.  I have since learned the



center is not supposed to take any items (i.e. appliances, etc.) other than cans and bottles, and that
they do not have a permit for crushing.

I have also taken note of the location, as it sits in close proximity to the Morrison’s home.  I can’t
imagine a county code allowing the operation to be so close to residences. (Of interest, Commissioner,
Meyer, said during the March meeting, he had viewed a property just two doors away from the
Morrison’s, and was very much aware of the noise generated by the recycling center when he was
there, and was partially deterred from purchasing the property because of this issue).

Since watching the March Planning Commission meeting and doing a little research, I found it interesting
that Morro Bay does not have a recycling center, nor does SLO, except of course, at the Cold Canyon
Landfill.  I would also ask, where do residents dispose of recyclables from Templeton, Los Osos, Arroyo
Grande, Nipomo, Cayucos and San Simeon? (See link below for recycle centers in the county)

In my opinion, the facility should be moved from its current location, and be placed in the industrial
zone of Cambria, which is Tin City. (I have the name of the owner of Tin City and the managing agency,
should this avenue need to be looked into as an alternative). My understanding is that a location is
required to be within a 3-mile radius of the Cookie Crock Market. Tin City is within a mile of the Cookie
Crock. If that is the case, how is it possible for Albertson’s, Cookie Crock Warehouse, and Spencer’s
Market in Morro Bay, not to even have a recycling center at all?  Cold Canyon Landfill is much further
than 3 miles from Morro Bay and the areas mentioned above.

The Morrison’s have suffered from this recycling center’s activity, and one person at least, has suffered
health issues that were very serious.  I ask you, the County’s Planning Commissioners, to give serious
thought and attention to this issue, before casting your vote.

Sincerely,

Tina S. Dickason
574 Leighton St.
Cambria, CA 93428

http://www.myyp.com/community/San-Luis-Obispo,CA/recycle
















