To: cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder/ClerkRec/COSLO@Wings,
Cherie McKee/BOS/COSLO@Wings, Jocelyn Brennan/BOS/COSLO@Wings, Hannah
| Miller/BOS/COSLO@Wings, Jennifer Caffee/BOS/COSLO@Wings,

Fw: Need for inpatient mental health facility
Frank Mecham/BOS/COSLO - Monday 03/14/2016 09:06 AM

Vicki Shelby/BOS/COSLO

Frank R. Mecham
District 1 Supervisor

FMecham@co.slo.ca.us
————— Forwarded by Vicki Shelby/BOS/COSLO on 03/14/2016 09:06 AM -----

From: Joel Diringer <joel.diringer@gmail.com>

To: fmecham@co.slo.ca.us, bgibson@co.slo.ca.us, ahill@co.slo.ca.us, Icompton@co.slo.ca.us,
darnold@co.slo.ca.us

Cc: Jill Bolster-White <Jbw@t-mha.org>, jcaruso@co.slo.ca.us

Date: 03/11/2016 10:33 AM

Subject: Need for inpatient mental health facility

Dear Supervisors:

I write you as the project director for the SLO Behavioral Health Integration Project. Our
project, funded by a grant from Blue Shield of California Foundation to

Transitions-Mental Health Association, has the goal of integrating primary care and
behavioral health care in our County. The steering committee includes T-MHA,

Tenet, Dignity, Community Health Center, Cal Poly, County Behavioral Health and County
Public Health.

As part of our “environmental scan” of resources last year, we produced the attached report
on the need for behavioral health services in San Luis Obispo County
and our ability to meet those needs.
Of particular significance as you consider the appeal of the Planning Commission’s approval
of the proposal to construct an inpatient mental health facility in Templeton
is our finding that the County only has 10% of the estimated inpatient mental health beds to
meet the needs of our residents.
The report on page 21 states:
The California Hospital Association convened a panel of 15 leading psychiatric experts
in 2013
to estimate the need for inpatient psychiatric beds in a community. The panel
concluded that 50
public psychiatric beds per 100,000 individuals (or 1:2000) is the absolute minimum
number
required to meet current needs. San Luis Obispo County has approximately 5.8 beds
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per
100,000 residents or only about 10 percent of the estimated need. [emphasis added.]

You will also find much other information in our report about the need for increased mental
health and substance use disorder services and ways in which we are
trying to increase the amount and quality of integrated services.

Please feel free to contact me, or Jill Bolster-White at T-MHA if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Joel Diringer

/|
A

B-HIP Report 8-11-15 FINAL..pdf
Joel Diringer, JD, MPH
Diringer and Associates

www.diringerassociates.com
joel@diringerassociates.com
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