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SUBJECT: REPORT OF THE ANNUAL FISCAL AND COMPLIANCE REVIEW OF
ESTABLISHMENTS SUBJECT TO THE COUNTY TMNSIENT OCCUPANCY TAX
ORDINANCE FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2010.

Purpose
The objective of our review was to determine the accuracy of the Transient Occupancy Tax
(TOT) and San Luis Obispo County Tourism Business Improvement District (SLOCTBID)
assessment remitted to the County and verifl7 that the tax and assessment were calculated in
accordance with Chapters 3.08 and 3.09 of the San Luis Obispo County Code. In addition, we
verified the existence and posting of registration ceftificates and business licenses.

Methodologv
We reviewed the monthly TOT returns submitted by seventeen selected establishments in the
unincorporated area of San Luis Obispo County. Due to the results of our 2010 review of one
establishment, the review was extended to include calendar year 2009. In sixteen of our
reviews we reconciled the amounts reported on the TOT returns to the establishments'financial
books and records veriflTing total receipts, exemptions and deductions claimed, and tax
remitted. We tested samples of customer registration cards and room logs by agreeing
customer names and payment amounts to the operators' daily/monthly summaries used to
calculate the TOT reported to the County. In addition we verified existence and posting of TOT
Ceftificates and business licenses.

We were unable to obtain accounting records from one establishment and could not perform a
review of the actual taxable revenue for Calendar Year 2010. At your request we prepared a
schedule of estimated taxable revenue and calculated the likely amount of transient occupancy
tax due. In conducting our analysis, we compared the revenue submitted by the establishment
for monthly TOT returns and monthly revenue repofted on a loan application, as well as
deposits identified in bank statements. All documentation was provided by the Treasurer-Tax
Collector's Office.

Results
We identified one establishment that over reported revenue and nine establishments that under
repofted revenue resulting in a total of $25,t02 in TOT, SLOCTBID, penalties and interest due
to the County. A comprehensive schedule of monetary audit findings for the establishments is
shown in the attached Summary of Monetary Audit Findings. We also identified one
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establishment that did not post the Transient Occupancy Registration Ceftificate in a
conspicuous place.

In addition, based on our estimates, the operator of TOT Certificate #050 understated room
revenues for calendar year 2010, and as a result under paid Transient Occupancy Tax by

$108,838.

Under separate communication to your Office, we previously issued individual reports for each
establishment audited. These separate repofts serued to communicate to your Office our
specific audit findings and recommendations. This repoft summarizes those findings and will be
presented to the Board of Superuisors.
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