
Dear Chairperson Topping and Planning Commissioners,
As a professional, board-certified music therapist in both private practice (Mariposa
Music Therapy), co-director of a local, non-profit organization (Arts for Living) and
current chair of the SLO County Adult Services Policy Council, I write to you as a
concerned citizen and professional working and living in SLO County to ask that you
please provide high consideration of the proposal of the new Mental Health Inpatient
facility being addressed at the Planning Commission meeting on Thursday, December
10.
Recent San Luis Obispo County Adult Services Policy Council meetings have addressed
the Mental Health needs of our County’s older adults and adults with
disabilities .  Information has been presented to us by County professionals recognizing
the support needed for additional mental health beds within our County.  Our county is
in dire need of additional mental health support and supporting the proposal offered in
Templeton near Twin Cities Hospital would help ease some of the current strain in the
care system.

Re: Proposed Mental Health Inpatient Treatment Center: Templeton
Laura DeLoye
to:
rhedges
12/08/2015 04:36 PM
Hide Details
From: Laura DeLoye <mariposamusictherapy@gmail.com>
To: rhedges@co.slo.ca.us

Page 1 of 3

12/9/2015file:///C:/Users/rhedges/AppData/Local/Temp/notesC7A056/~we...



In November, Judy Vick, LMFT, manager of SLO County Behavioral Health, presented
to the ASPC meeting, confirming that there are 16 licensed inpatient mental health beds
at the SLO facility on Johnson Avenue.  Up to four of those 16 beds can serve children
or teens, allotting only 12 - 16 beds available for inpatient mental health treatment of
adults and seniors and they must be either indigent or Medi-Cal recipients.  All
individuals with medical insurance needing inpatient mental health treatment are sent out
of our County.  This means that other counties are providing mental health treatment for
residents of SLO County.  Moving our residents in to another county for treatment
removes them from proximity to their families and social support systems, greatly
reducing the ability for family and social support systems to be actively involved in
visitation, treatment and the development of a stabilization plan for their return to their
community within SLO County.
According to the presentation by Judy Vick, research shows that 140 beds are
needed within San Luis Obispo County in order to address the inpatient mental health
needs of our residents within the County.  The current 16 beds available for indigent and
Medi-Cal patients falls significantly short of the 140 beds needed to serve the basic
needs of our County.
Please pursue and adequate number of mental health beds to meet the needs of San Luis
Obispo County residents needing inpatient mental health treatment.  I appreciate your
consideration of the current proposal of the inpatient facility in Templeton.
Respectfully submitted,

Laura DeLoye, MT-BC
Mariposa Music Therapy (Co-Owner)
Arts for Living (Co-Director)
SLO County Adult Services Policy Council (Chair 2014-2016)
Access for All (Secretary, 2014-2016)

MariposaMusicTherapy@gmail.com
805-225-6101
P.O. Box 3522
San Luis Obispo, CA  93403
~Creating Interactive Connections through Music Therapy Interventions~
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WARNING: This communication is intended for use by the receiving
individual or entity identified above.  The message may contain medical or
personal infomration that is privileged and confidential under applicable
laws.  The sender and intended receiver are required to resonably safeguard
protected health information.  If you have received this communication in
error, please notify us immediately by phone at (805)225-6101 and shred or
permanently  delete the message. Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Hedges,
I will be unable to attend tomorrow's meeting regarding the proposed Templeton Mental Health Hospital.  I would
appreciate it if you could forward this message to all planning commissioners involved in deciding on the
appropriateness of this facility on Las Tablas Road.
Although I agree that mental health services are needed in our county and the state of California, the largest facility in
the state does not belong in our little town. I would ask that all commissioners vote a resounding "NO".
* This facility is surrounded by residential neighborhoods where children walk to and from school on a daily basis.  This
road is already heavily impacted  with traffic for residents and medical facilities.  I live near this road and avoid it
whenever possible as traffic congestion and parking issues make it a difficult road to navigate without a near collision.
* The potential for it to be converted to an LPS facility in this small neighborhood is outrageous.  Who will be
responsible for paying any additional law enforcement support and emergency services?
*  Who will be responsible for educating any school age child in this facility?   Our schools are already strained.  We
need to be providing education for our local residents, not outsiders that are not paying for local services.
*  The developer has had multiple business transactions in this community.  Self interest and self profit is his only
motivation..  No one has come away unscathed after dealing with this gentleman.
Please consider the long term impacts and costs associated with this facility in our small community.  There are
multiple other sites in the state of California or  San Luis County.  Why not the vacant ' Boys School' in Paso Robles?
Thank you,
Diana Vanderlip

Proposed Templeton Mental Health Hospital
Diana Hulburd
to:
rhedges@co.slo.ca.us
12/09/2015 02:30 PM
Hide Details
From: Diana Hulburd <mos1353@sbcglobal.net>
To: "rhedges@co.slo.ca.us" <rhedges@co.slo.ca.us>

Please respond to Diana Hulburd <mos1353@sbcglobal.net>
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M O S
Professional Medical Billing & Practice Services
medical office solutions
Templeton, CA 93465
Phone: 805-434-3420
Fax: 805-434-2427
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SLO North county mental health facility
Dave Wesner
to:
RHedges@co.slo.ca.us
12/09/2015 08:31 AM
Hide Details
From: Dave Wesner <htride@live.com>
To: "RHedges@co.slo.ca.us" <RHedges@co.slo.ca.us>
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Planning Commission Contact Form (response
#371)
Survey Information

Planning Commission Contact Form (response #371)
Internet Webmaster
to:
planningcommission@co.slo.ca.us
12/09/2015 09:08 AM
Hide Details
From: "Internet Webmaster" <webmaster@co.slo.ca.us>
To: "planningcommission@co.slo.ca.us"
<planningcommission@co.slo.ca.us>

Site: County of SLO
Page Title: Planning Commission Contact Form

URL: http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/planning/staff/PCForm.htm
Submission
Time/Date: 12/9/2015 9:07:36 AM
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Survey Response
Name Janet Kourakis
Contact Information
(Phone Number,
Email, etc.)

805 543 4425

Question or
Comment

I urge you to support the request
for the proposed behavioral
health facility in Templeton.
There are no facilities in that part
of the County and currently
patients are sent out of the
County. The site is appropriate
and has long been part of the
medical complex area shown in
the Templeton area General
Plan.
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Mental Hospital in Templeton
Marty Landes
to:
rhedges
12/09/2015 09:56 AM
Hide Details
From: "Marty Landes" <mlandes@chamblin-landes.com>
To: <rhedges@co.slo.ca.us>
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Dear Chairperson Topping and Planning Commissioners,
As a professional, board-certified music therapist in both private practice (Mariposa
Music Therapy), co-director of a local, non-profit organization (Arts for Living) and
current chair of the SLO County Adult Services Policy Council, I write to you as a
concerned citizen and professional working and living in SLO County to ask that you
please provide high consideration of the proposal of the new Mental Health Inpatient
facility being addressed at the Planning Commission meeting on Thursday, December
10.
Recent San Luis Obispo County Adult Services Policy Council meetings have addressed
the Mental Health needs of our County’s older adults and adults with
disabilities .  Information has been presented to us by County professionals recognizing
the support needed for additional mental health beds within our County.  Our county is
in dire need of additional mental health support and supporting the proposal offered in
Templeton near Twin Cities Hospital would help ease some of the current strain in the
care system.

Re: Proposed Mental Health Inpatient Treatment Center: Templeton
Laura DeLoye
to:
rhedges
12/08/2015 04:36 PM
Hide Details
From: Laura DeLoye <mariposamusictherapy@gmail.com>
To: rhedges@co.slo.ca.us
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In November, Judy Vick, LMFT, manager of SLO County Behavioral Health, presented
to the ASPC meeting, confirming that there are 16 licensed inpatient mental health beds
at the SLO facility on Johnson Avenue.  Up to four of those 16 beds can serve children
or teens, allotting only 12 - 16 beds available for inpatient mental health treatment of
adults and seniors and they must be either indigent or Medi-Cal recipients.  All
individuals with medical insurance needing inpatient mental health treatment are sent out
of our County.  This means that other counties are providing mental health treatment for
residents of SLO County.  Moving our residents in to another county for treatment
removes them from proximity to their families and social support systems, greatly
reducing the ability for family and social support systems to be actively involved in
visitation, treatment and the development of a stabilization plan for their return to their
community within SLO County.
According to the presentation by Judy Vick, research shows that 140 beds are
needed within San Luis Obispo County in order to address the inpatient mental health
needs of our residents within the County.  The current 16 beds available for indigent and
Medi-Cal patients falls significantly short of the 140 beds needed to serve the basic
needs of our County.
Please pursue and adequate number of mental health beds to meet the needs of San Luis
Obispo County residents needing inpatient mental health treatment.  I appreciate your
consideration of the current proposal of the inpatient facility in Templeton.
Respectfully submitted,

Laura DeLoye, MT-BC
Mariposa Music Therapy (Co-Owner)
Arts for Living (Co-Director)
SLO County Adult Services Policy Council (Chair 2014-2016)
Access for All (Secretary, 2014-2016)

MariposaMusicTherapy@gmail.com
805-225-6101
P.O. Box 3522
San Luis Obispo, CA  93403
~Creating Interactive Connections through Music Therapy Interventions~
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WARNING: This communication is intended for use by the receiving
individual or entity identified above.  The message may contain medical or
personal infomration that is privileged and confidential under applicable
laws.  The sender and intended receiver are required to resonably safeguard
protected health information.  If you have received this communication in
error, please notify us immediately by phone at (805)225-6101 and shred or
permanently  delete the message. Thank you.
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Hello,
I appreciate you taking the time to read my email.  I am a Registered Nurse
and live in Templeton.  I want to make clear that I understand the acute need
for psychiatric treatment in SLO county.  I recently moved from the Fremont
area and in my Internal Medicine Clinic we had a terrible time placing acute
mentally ill patients when they needed it the most.  I have no issue with the
stated need.
I have two issues with the proposed facility being built in Templeton though:
1)  Templeton is a very small community with limited emergency services.
Besides the scarcity of police there is a scarcity of Emergency Medical
Responders here as well.  I have already advised my husband that we need to
be ready to drive each other to the hospital if 911 responders are otherwise

Templeton Psychiatric Hospital
Margaret Ladue
to:
rhedges
12/08/2015 04:30 PM
Hide Details
From: Margaret Ladue <peggyladue@gmail.com>
To: rhedges@co.slo.ca.us
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busy in the event of a medical emergency at our home.  This is frightening to
me as it currently stands and I do not want these EMT's to be stretched further.
The already limited Emergency Medical Responders should not be tied up at a
91 bed facility that will need to call them for their compromised patients'
inevitable medical emergencies. Even though Twin Cities Hospital is close by,
911 is needed to transport medically ill patients.  Psychiatric staff, in general,
do not handle emergency medical care beyond CPR.
2) Why is a company that has never built anything let alone a psychiatric
hospital being hired to plan and build this facility?  Sounds crazy to me.
I am hoping that my concerns can be relayed at the upcoming Planning
Commission Hearing December 10th.
Thank you,
Peggy Ladue

Page 2 of 2

12/9/2015file:///C:/Users/rhedges/AppData/Local/Temp/notesC7A056/~we...



Dear Ramona,  I sent this letter to Jim Irving and he said I should send it to
you and you could send a copy to each planning commissioner.  I'd very much
appreciate your doing that.  Thank you.  Kathy Barnett
-------- Forwarded Message --------
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Fwd: Comments for Dec. 10 SLO County PC meeting
Kathy Barnett
to:
Hedges, Ramona
12/08/2015 07:04 PM
Hide Details
From: Kathy Barnett <kjbarnett@tcsn.net>
To: "Hedges, Ramona" <rhedges@co.slo.ca.us>

Subject:Comments for Dec. 10 SLO County PC meeting
Date:Tue, 8 Dec 2015 01:29:28 -0800
From:Kathy Barnett <kjbarnett@tcsn.net>
To:Irving, Jim <jim@jimirving.com>
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ŉś▄╜┼╜◘■⁪  Ŧ◘ĵ ŉ ♫◘▄╜Ċ╜ľĂ▄ Ăźź╜▄╜ĂĊ╜◘■⁪  Ċ╙ś ľ◘▄◘ŉ ◘ź Ŧ◘ĵ ŉ ℓ╫╜■ ◘ŉ ╙◘Ŏ ▓Ă■Ŧ ┼◘◘ŕ  ŕ śśŕ ℓ Ŧ◘ĵ ōś ŕ ◘■ś⁭ L ╫■◘Ŏ⁪  ╜Ċ
╙Ă♫♫ś■śŕ  Ċ◘ ▓Ŧ źĂ▓╜▄Ŧ⁭

L■ یلآو Ŧ ▄ĂĊś ╙ĵ▓ و ℓĽĂ■ŕ ⁪  Ă ℓľ╜ś■Ċ╜ź╜ľ  ľ◘▓♫ĵ Ċśŉ ♫ŉ◘┼ŉĂ▓▓śŉ ĂĊ {ĊĂ■ź◘ŉŕ ℓ [╜■śĂŉ ! ľ ľ ś▄śŉĂĊ◘ŉ⁪  ŎĂℓ ŕ ╜Ă┼■◘ℓśŕ
Ŏ╜Ċ╙ ▓Ă■╜ľ  ŕ ś♫ŉśℓℓ╜◘■⁭ I ś ℓ♫ś■Ċ ℓ╜ŝ Ŏśś╫ℓ ╜■ Ă ♫ℓŦľ╙╜ĂĊŉ╜ľ  źĂľ╜▄╜ĊŦ⁭

{Ŧ▓♫Ċ◘▓ℓ ◘ź ▓Ă■╜Ă ╜■ľ▄ĵ ŕ śŕ  ♫ŉśℓℓĵ ŉśŕ  ℓ♫śśľ╙ Ă■ŕ  Ċ╙◘ĵ ┼╙Ċℓ ◘ź ┼ŉĂ■ŕ ╜◘ℓ╜ĊŦ⁭ I ś ŎĂℓ ♫◘ℓ╜Ċ╜ōś⁫  ╜ź {ĊĂ■ź◘ŉŕ ℓ
■śĵ ŉ◘▄◘┼╜ľĂ▄ ŕ ś♫ĂŉĊ▓ś■Ċ Ă■Ă▄Ŧūśŕ  ╙╜ℓ ℓ♫╜■Ă▄ ź▄ĵ ╜ŕ ⁪  ŉśℓĵ ▄Ċℓ Ŏ◘ĵ ▄ŕ  ▄śĂŕ  Ċ◘ ■śŎ ŉśℓśĂŉľ╙⁭ L▓Ă┼╜■ś⁪  ┼śĊĊ╜■┼ Ă ľĂ▄▄
Ă■ŕ  Ľś ┼╜ōś■ Ă ŕ ĂŦℓ ■◘Ċ╜ľś Ċ╙ĂĊ b◘Ľś▄ [ Ăĵ ŉśĂĊś⁪  í ╜▄▄╜Ă▓ {╙◘ľ╫▄śŦ⁪  Ă■ŕ  ╙╜ℓ Ŏ╜źś ╙Ăōś Ľśś■ ╜■ō╜Ċśŕ  Ċ◘

a Ŧ ╙ĵ ℓĽĂ■ŕ  ■śśŕ śŕ  ╙╜ℓ ╙ś▄♫ ╜■ ┼Ă╜■╜■┼ Ă ♫ĂĊś■Ċ ź◘ŉ Ă■ ś▄śľĊŉ◘■╜ľ  ŕ śō╜ľś ╙ś ╙Ăŕ  ŕ śℓ╜┼■śŕ
Ċ◘ ╙ś▄♫ ╫╜ŕ ℓ ♫▄ĂŦ ♫╜Ă■◘⁭ Ç╙◘ĵ ┼╙Ċℓ ◘ź ┼ŉĂ■ŕ śĵ ŉ Ŏśŉś ś■╙Ă■ľśŕ  ĽŦ ℓś▄ź▓śŕ ╜ľĂĊ╜■┼ Ŏ╜Ċ╙ Ă▄ľ◘╙◘▄⁭

Ç╙ś ♫śŉℓ◘■ L ╫■śŎ Ċ◘ Ľś Ă Ŏ◘ŉ╫Ă╙◘▄╜ľ  ĽśľĂ▓ś Ă ♫ĂŉĊŦ Ă■╜▓Ă▄⁪  Ċ╙ŉśĂĊś■╜■┼ ◘ĵ ŉ ź╜■Ă■ľ╜Ă▄ ╙śĂ▄Ċ╙ Ŏ╜Ċ╙ Ċ╙ś ◘ōśŉĵ ℓś
◘ź Ă ľŉśŕ ╜Ċ ľĂŉŕ  Ă■ŕ  ┼╜ō╜■┼ ▓◘■śŦ Ċ◘ źĂ▓╜▄Ŧ Ă■ŕ  źŉ╜ś■ŕ ℓ⁭ hĊ╙śŉ śō╜ŕ ś■ľś Ċ╙ĂĊ ℓ◘▓śĊ╙╜■┼ ŎĂℓ Ŏŉ◘■┼ ŎĂℓ Ă ▄Ăľ╫ ◘ź
ℓ▄śś♫⁭ I ś ŉĂ■ ◘■ źĵ ▓śℓ ⁭ Ç╙śŉś ℓ ■◘Ċ╙╜■┼ Ŏŉ◘■┼ Ŏ╜Ċ╙ ♫ĵ ŉľ╙Ăℓ╜■┼ ŕ ◘ūś■ℓ ◘ź ℓś▄ź╙ś▄♫ Ľ◘◘╫ℓ śŝľś♫Ċ ╙ś ŕ ╜ŕ ■ Ċ ŉśĂŕ
Ă ◘■ś⁭ I ś ŕ śľ╜ŕ śŕ  Ċ◘ ♫ĵ ŉℓĵ ś Ă ▓Ă■Ă┼ś▓ś■Ċ ♫◘ℓ╜Ċ╜◘■ Ŏ╙╜▄ś ĂĊ Ċ╙ś ℓĂ▓ś Ċ╜▓ś ℓĊĂĊ╜■┼ ╙ś Ŏ◘ĵ ▄ŕ  ĊŉĂŕ ś ╙╜ℓ ľĂŉśśŉ Ăℓ
Ă ♫ŉ◘┼ŉĂ▓▓śŉ Ċ◘ ĊśĂľ╙ ┼╜źĊśŕ  ľ╙╜▄ŕ ŉś■⁭

hĵ ŉ ℓ◘■ ź▄ĵ ■╫śŕ  ╙╜ℓ ℓś■╜◘ŉ ŦśĂŉ⁭ ÇŉŦ╜■┼ Ċ◘ ľ◘♫ś Ŏ╜Ċ╙ Ċ╙ŉśĂĊℓ ◘■ ╙╜ℓ ▓◘▓ ℓ ▄╜źś ╙ś ℓ▄ś♫Ċ ╜■ Ċ╙ś ┼ĂŉĂ┼ś⁭ I ś ŎĂℓ
ℓľĂŉśŕ  Ă■ŕ  L ŎĂℓ Ċśŉŉ╜ź╜śŕ  Ľĵ Ċ źś▄Ċ ╙ś▄♫▄śℓℓ ⁭ L ľĂ▄▄śŕ  ▓Ŧ ♫Ăŉś■Ċℓ ź◘ŉ ℓĵ ♫♫◘ŉĊ Ľĵ Ċ ■śśŕ śŕ  ▓◘ŉś Ċ╙Ă■ Ċ╙ś╜ŉ ◘źźśŉ ◘ź
♫ŉĂŦśŉ Ċ◘ ľĂℓĊ ◘ĵ Ċ Ċ╙ś ŕ śō╜▄ℓ⁭ a śŕ ╜ľĂ▄ ╜■Ċśŉōś■Ċ╜◘■ ŎĂℓ ■śśŕ śŕ ⁭

í ╜Ċ╙ ĊŉśĂĊ▓ś■Ċ ▓Ŧ ╙ĵ ℓĽĂ■ŕ  ŉśĊĵ ŉ■śŕ  Ċ◘ Ŏŉ╜Ċ╜■┼ ♫ŉ◘┼ŉĂ▓ℓ ź◘ŉ b◘Ľ▄ś t ŉ╜ūś Ŏ╜■■╜■┼ ♫╙Ŧℓ╜ľ╜ℓĊℓ⁭

LĊℓ ■◘Ċ ś■◘ĵ ┼╙ Ċ◘ ℓĂŦ Ŏś Ăŉś ľ◘▓♫Ăℓℓ╜◘■ĂĊś ŉś┼Ăŉŕ ╜■┼ Ċ╙◘ℓś Ŏ╜Ċ╙ ▓ś■ĊĂ▄ ╜▄▄■śℓℓ ⁭   í ś ■śśŕ  Ċ◘ ŉśľ◘┼■╜ūś Ċ╙ĂĊ
Ă♫♫ŉ◘ōĂ▄ ◘ź Ċ╙╜ℓ ♫ŉ◘♫◘ℓśŕ  ♫ℓŦľ╙╜ĂĊŉ╜ľ  źĂľ╜▄╜ĊŦ ╜ℓ Ă■ ◘♫♫◘ŉĊĵ ■╜ĊŦ Ċ◘ ♫ĵ Ċ ĂľĊ╜◘■ Ľś╙╜■ŕ  ◘ĵ ŉ Ŏ◘ŉŕ ℓ Ă■ŕ  ℓ╙◘Ŏ ◘ĵ ŉ
╙ĵ ▓Ă■╜ĊŦ⁭ L Ă▓ ŉśĳĵ śℓĊ╜■┼ Ŧ◘ĵ  ō◘Ċś ╜■ źĂō◘ŉ ◘ź Ċ╙ś ♫ŉ◘♫◘ℓśŕ  źĂľ╜▄╜ĊŦ⁭

YĂĊ╙Ŧ . Ăŉ■śĊĊ
یى v ى ĵ ĂŉĊśŉ╙◘ŉℓś [ Ă■ś
t Ăℓ◘ w◘Ľ▄śℓ⁪  / Ă يىىىلآ
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5śĂŉ a ℓ ⁭  t ╙╜♫♫ℓ⁪

Ç╙ś ■śŎ . ś╙Ăō╜◘ŉĂ▄ I śĂ▄Ċ╙ I ◘ℓ♫╜ĊĂ▄ ╜■ Çś▓♫▄śĊ◘■ Ċ╙ĂĊ ╜ℓ Ľś╜■┼ ♫ŉ◘♫◘ℓśŕ  Ă■ŕ  ℓśś╫╜■┼ Ă♫♫ŉ◘ōĂ▄ ╜ℓ ōśŉŦ
ō╜ĊĂ▄ ź◘ŉ ◘ĵ ŉ ▓ś■ĊĂ▄▄Ŧ ╜▄▄ ■ś╜┼╙Ľ◘ŉℓ Ċ╙ĂĊ Ŏ◘ĵ ▄ŕ  ĵ Ċ╜▄╜ūś Ċ╙╜ℓ ℓśŉō╜ľś⁭   Ç╙ś ℓĊ╜┼▓Ă ℓĵ ŉŉ◘ĵ ■ŕ ╜■┼ ▓ś■ĊĂ▄ ╜▄▄■śℓℓ
Ă■ŕ  Ċ╙ś ▄Ăľ╫ ◘ź ╫■◘Ŏ▄śŕ ┼ś Ċ╙ĂĊ ▓Ă■Ŧ ♫ś◘♫▄ś ╙Ăōś ◘■ Ċ╙╜ℓ ╜ℓℓĵ ś ╜ℓ Ŏ╙ĂĊ L Ľś▄╜śōś ♫ŉ◘▓♫Ċℓ Ċ╙ś
◘♫♫◘ℓ╜Ċ╜◘■ ╜■ Ċ╙╜ℓ ▓ĂĊĊśŉ⁭

L ╙Ăōś Ŏ◘ŉ╫śŕ  ź◘ŉ ي ŦśĂŉℓ ╜■ Ă■ ╜■Ċś■ℓ╜ōś śŕ ĵ ľĂĊ╜◘■Ă▄ ĊŉśĂĊ▓ś■Ċ źĂľ╜▄╜ĊŦ ź◘ŉ Ŧ◘ĵ Ċ╙ Ă■ŕ ی   ŦśĂŉℓ ╜■ Ă
ĊŉĂ■ℓ╜Ċ╜◘■Ă▄ ╙◘ĵ ℓ╜■┼ ♫ŉ◘┼ŉĂ▓ ź◘ŉ ╙◘▓ś▄śℓℓ ŕ ╜ℓĂĽ▄śŕ  Ăŕ ĵ ▄Ċℓ⁭   Ç╙ś ľ◘ℓĊ ◘ź ℓś■ŕ ╜■┼  ľ╙╜▄ŕ ŉś■ Ă■ŕ  Ăŕ ĵ ▄Ċℓ  Ċ◘
Ă■ ◘ĵ Ċ◘źľ◘ĵ ■ĊŦ ╜■Ċś■ℓ╜ōś ĊŉśĂĊ▓ś■Ċ ♫ŉ◘┼ŉĂ▓ ╜ℓ ōśŉŦ ľ◘ℓĊ▄Ŧ⁭   b◘Ċ ◘■▄Ŧ Ċ╙ĂĊ⁪  ╜Ċ ╜ℓ  Ă ╙Ăŉŕ ℓ╙╜♫ ◘■ Ċ╙ś
źĂ▓╜▄╜śℓ ⁭  L Ă▓ ╜■ źĂō◘ŉ ◘ź ╙Ăō╜■┼ Ċ╙╜ℓ źĂľ╜▄╜ĊŦ Ľĵ ╜▄Ċ Ă■ŕ  Ċ╙ś ▄◘ľĂĊ╜◘■ ◘■▄Ŧ ▓ĂĊĊśŉℓ Ċ╙ĂĊ ╜Ċ Ľś Ăľ ľ śℓℓ╜Ľ▄ś Ă■ŕ
╙Ăōś ŉ◘◘▓ Ċ◘ ♫ŉ◘ō╜ŕ ś Ċ╙ś ■śśŕ ℓ Ċ╙ĂĊ Ċ╙ś źĂľ╜▄╜ĊŦ Ŏ◘ĵ ▄ŕ  ŉśĳĵ ╜ŉś⁭    I Ăō╜■┼ ℓśś■ ℓ◘▓ś ◘ź Ċ╙ś ◘♫♫◘ℓ╜Ċ╜◘■

ℓ

Templeton Project
jan lewis
to:
Hphipps@co.slo.ca.us, rhedges@co.slo.ca.us, darnold@co.slo.ca.us,
fmecham@co.slo.ca.us
12/09/2015 12:53 PM
Hide Details
From: jan lewis <jlobispo@hotmail.com>
To: "Hphipps@co.slo.ca.us" <Hphipps@co.slo.ca.us>,
"rhedges@co.slo.ca.us" <rhedges@co.slo.ca.us>,
"darnold@co.slo.ca.us" <darnold@co.slo.ca.us>,
"fmecham@co.slo.ca.us" <fmecham@co.slo.ca.us>
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Ă♫♫Ăŉś■Ċ Ċ◘ ▓ś Ċ╙ĂĊ Ă▄▄ ĂŉśĂℓ ◘ź { [ h ľ◘ĵ ■ĊŦ Ŏ◘ĵ ▄ŕ  ╙Ăōś ℓ▓Ă▄▄ ┼ŉ◘ĵ ♫ℓ ◘ź ♫ś◘♫▄ś Ċ╙ĂĊ Ŏ◘ĵ ▄ŕ  ◘♫♫◘ℓś ╜Ċ⁭
{◘ ╜Ċ ŕ ◘śℓ■ Ċ ŉśĂ▄▄Ŧ ▓ĂĊĊśŉ Ċ╙ĂĊ ╜Ċ
Ă▄ŎĂŦℓ  ℓĂŦ¤bLa . ò⁭ ￼í ś ŉś Ă ŉĵ ŉĂ▄ ľ◘ĵ ■ĊŦ Ă■ŕ  Ŏś ℓ╙◘ĵ ▄ŕ  ℓ♫ŉśĂŕ  Ăŉ◘ĵ ■ŕ  ℓśŉō╜ľśℓ ℓ◘ Ċ╙ĂĊ Ă▄▄ ◘ĵ ŉ
ľ◘▓▓ĵ ■╜Ċ╜śℓ ľĂ■ Ľś ╜■ō◘▄ōśŕ  ╜■ Ċ╙ś ℓ◘▄ĵ Ċ╜◘■ ◘ź ╙ś▄♫╜■┼ Ċ╙◘ℓś ╜■ ■śśŕ ⁭

LĊ Ŏ◘ĵ ▄ŕ  Ľś Ă ℓ╙Ă▓ś Ċ◘ ℓĊ◘♫ ▓◘ōś▓ś■Ċ ◘■ Ċ╙╜ℓ ♫ŉ◘╨śľĊ ĽĂℓśŕ  ◘■ ♫ś◘♫▄ś ℓ Ľś▄╜śźℓ Ċ╙ĂĊ Ċ╙śŉś ╜ℓ
ℓ◘▓śĊ╙╜■┼ Ċ◘ źśĂŉ ĂĽ◘ĵ Ċ ♫ŉ◘ō╜ŕ ╜■┼ Ă ▓śŕ ╜ľĂ▄ ℓśŉō╜ľś Ċ╙ĂĊ ╜ℓ ■śśŕ śŕ  ź◘ŉ Ċ╙ĂĊ ♫◘♫ĵ ▄ĂĊ╜◘■ ◘ź ◘ĵ ŉ
ľ◘▓▓ĵ ■╜ĊŦ Ċ╙ĂĊ ľ◘ĵ ▄ŕ  Ľś■śź╜Ċ⁪  ♫▄ĵ ℓ ĵ ▄Ċ╜▓ĂĊś▄Ŧ ℓĂōś ▓◘■śŦُّ ُّ
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t h . ◘ŝ یي ی
/ ĂŦĵ ľ◘ℓ ⁪  / ! ھىىىلآ 
ی ⁭يھ ⁭يلآلآ ييوو

Page 2 of 2

12/9/2015file:///C:/Users/rhedges/AppData/Local/Temp/notesC7A056/~we...



I am writing this letter to very much oppose the 91 bed mental hospital in
Templeton.  I am a resident and teacher in the Templeton School district.  I
oppose the facility for many reasons.  Some of the reasons are listed below.
This facility is too close to homes and parks where children are playing.
Patients can leave at any time and will wander through neighborhoods, loiter
at parks, and congregate in the river bed.  We do not have the resources to
handle problems that will arise.  We have a very understaffed sheriff's Dept
not a police force.   Our already crowded schools will be impacted.
A facility should be built in the south county where 90% of the mental health
services operate and most of the population lives with the resources to handle
it.  A wing at the community hospital or Sierra Vista would be so much more
appropriate.  Unfortunately money talks so the ramifications of this facility
built in our community is not a concern to a group that does not live here.

Templeton Mental Health Hospital
Kim Wishon
to:
Rhedges
12/08/2015 10:07 PM
Hide Details
From: Kim Wishon <kimberlywishon@gmail.com>
To: Rhedges@co.slo.ca.us

Page 1 of 2

12/9/2015file:///C:/Users/rhedges/AppData/Local/Temp/notesC7A056/~we...



That is very sad.
Kim Wishon
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To Whom it May Concern:
I am writing to voice my opposition to the proposed mental health facility on Las
Tables in Templeton. Being a medical provider in this area I do understand the
need for mental health facilities in our county. Although I do not believe this
facility is a good fit for our small community. The services including sheriff and
school district do not have the means to support such a large facility in our small
community. I do believe this project would be well suited in San Luis Obispo or
South County where they have larger school districts and police departments in
the city. Also, the company that is proposing this mental health facility has never
operated a facility of this scope of practice and is a cause for concern because
many questions remain unanswered for the community.
Thank you,
Marisa Barber PA-C

Mental Health Hospital in Templeton
Marisa Barber
to:
rhedges
12/09/2015 10:19 AM
Hide Details
From: Marisa Barber <marisabarber916@gmail.com>
To: rhedges@co.slo.ca.us
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Please forward this email to all Planning Commissioners -
Please do not approve this facility in Templeton.  The community is very
much against it, as evidenced by the TAAG vote against it.
Even though it is an unincorporated community, we deserve to have a say in
what happens here.
There are too many unknowns regarding the long term implications, as well as
not enough infrastructure for this facility.
Thank you,
Anita Konopa

Templeton Mental Health Facility
Anita Konopa
to:
rhedges
12/09/2015 02:10 PM
Hide Details
From: Anita Konopa <anita.konopa@gmail.com>
To: rhedges@co.slo.ca.us
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Fw: Behavioral Health Center
Donna Hernandez to: Ramona Hedges 12/09/2015 01:51 PM

Donna Hernandez
Administrative Assistant
Records Management
805-788-2947
dhernandez@co.slo.ca.us
----- Forwarded by Donna Hernandez/Planning/COSLO on 12/09/2015 01:51 PM -----
From: Holly Phipps/Planning/COSLO
To: Donna Hernandez/Planning/COSLO@Wings
Date: 12/07/2015 08:30 AM
Subject: Fw: Behavioral Health Center

For Billig:

_________________________________
Holly Phipps, MCRP
North County & Winery Planner

-
976 Osos Street, Room 300
San Luis Obispo, CA, 93408
805-781-1162
http://www.sloplanning.org

----- Forwarded by Holly Phipps/Planning/COSLO on 12/07/2015 08:30 AM -----
From: Michael Delbar <mdelbar@charter.net>
To: hphipps@co.slo.ca.us
Date: 12/06/2015 07:46 PM
Subject: Behavioral Health Center

Holly Phipps,

I understand that there will be a public meeting this coming Thursday
regarding the projected construction of a behavioral health facility in
Templeton. I will not be able to attend the meeting, because I have to work.
However, I wanted to voice my vote for the facility.
My wife and I have three sons. One of them, Carl, committed suicide in 2012.
He was 19 years old. We were totally unprepared for the way the medical
community is set up for patients with mental health issues . Since Carl was
over 18, the doctors treating him would not speak to us. We did not even know
there were treatment facilities outside the county. If there had been a local



facility, perhaps one of Carl's health care providers would have recommended
it to him. He was taking medication prescribed by his physician . One of the
side effects of this medication is suicide. We really could have used a
facility to help our son.

I have read in the papers that some in the local community are opposed to such
a facility in Templeton. However, their fears are unfounded. There are many
forms of mental illness. Depression is one of them. But these individuals
pose no threat to society. They are already all around us. But due to the
sigma attached to mental illness, we all tend to ignore them. But they are
already here. Our community needs this facility to help these individuals and
their families who are also desperately attempting to help them any way they
can.

Please share this letter in the public hearing. At the very least, count this
as a vote FOR the mental health facility. We really need it.

Thank you,

Michael Delbar
811 Nicklaus Street
Paso Robles, CA 93446

805 835-3723

mdelbar@charter.net
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I know you're getting a lot of emails regarding the behavioral health facility
in Templeton. So I will try and make this short. Templeton is not a good fit
for this facility. Templeton is a small community where people moved to raise
their families and have their children go to a good school in a good
community. Owners of this property have a right to do what they want with it
to make money. But a behavioral health facility is not a good fit. The
majority of our counties population is south of the grade . It is a facility
that is needed but Templeton is not the right fit. I feel that a private and
insurance pay facility would be best in San Luis Obispo at the already
Medi-Cal facility on Johnson Street. In that area they already have the
resources that mentally ill, behavioral health people need after they are
released. Please consider this when you are making your decisions ... Thank you

Sent from my iPhone
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(805) 781-5450
FMecham@co.slo.ca.us
----- Forwarded by Vicki Shelby/BOS/COSLO on 12/09/2015 01:09 PM -----
From: Cathy Murray <cathyileenmurray@gmail.com>
To: ahill@co.slo.ca.us, lcompton@co.slo.ca.us, fmecham@co.slo.ca.us, bgibson@co.slo.ca.us
Date: 12/09/2015 12:40 PM
Subject: Behavioral Health Hospital

My name is Cathy Murray.  I am a forty year resident of San Luis Obispo County.  I am also a

volunteer for Hotline.  In this capacity I have talked with many county residents who are either

suffering with mental illness or are the family members, or friends of people with a mental

illness. These people are frustrated with the limited services available in our county to treat

people who are in crisis.  A new hospital in our county would allow residence to receive

treatment without having to leave the county.  Mental illness is a terrible hardship for sufferers

and their families and cost to our community. In not having viable treatment locally we are

increasing this hardship on our local residents.

Thank you for your attention on this matter.

Cathy Murray 

777 Manuela Way

Arroyo Grande, CA 

93420 
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Hey Frank, just a quick note to let you know that I and many others are thinking that any county that
takes in more mentally ill patients than they are already responsible for are not thinking straight . The
unseen financial burden resulting from the mentally ill increase in our county will probably outweigh the
money taken in by the facility. Check out what happened to Ventura with their increase in facilities . They
are probably wishing they were no longer in the psychiatric tourism business . Please study this before just
saying yes to Billig. Thank you for reading this. Kevin Colton MD
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PLEASE CONFIRM YOUR RECEIPT

Dear Ms. Phipps, Hedges,

Please find attached my letter regarding the proposed Behavioral Health Facility in Templeton.

Thank you.

Mike Manchak

Holly Phipps, County Planning & Building          
hphipps@co.slo.ca.us
Ramona Hedges, Planning Comm. Secretary
rhedges@co.slo.ca.us

Templeton Area Advisory Group þùt���ô� ý�õ#�ù��ýùtô� þõô ù�t#����ø$þùt���ô� ý�õ#�ù��ýùtô� þõô ù�t#����ø$



We are concerned citizens who live in Templeton, and we have numerous concerns

regarding the proposed 91 bed Psychiatric facility.

We do not have the infrastructure necessary to support this facility. We do not have

the necessary law enforcement presence or fire department capabilities to handle

the situations which will arise from construction of this facility.

We do not have the necessary support for patients once they are released from the facility,

such as a homeless shelter, a County Behavioral Health Center and all other ancillary services.

There will be no outpatient services at this facility. Unfortunately, mental illness is not cured

in nine days, the average length of stay. The former head of Atascadero State Hospital, John

DeMorales,.stated that when outpatient services at ASH were discontinued, the rate of recidivism

went from 5 to 55 percent.

The operator, Mark E. Schneider, CEO of Vizion Health has told us that they will not be taking

5150 patients in the hospital. However, once they see their occupancy is well below breakeven

levels, that could change in a heartbeat. Ann Robin, SLO County Behavioral Health Administrator

wants this facility to handle the overflow from the 16 bed PHF unit in SLO. Where will the patients

go when they are discharged? Psychiatrists are so busy, many patients will not be seen for more

than a month after discharge. Many of these people will not go back to where they came from. A

number of them will be homeless wandering the streets.

Based on County mental health statistics, we send approximately 400 people per year out of the

County for mental health care .Using an average stay of nine days, that is 3600 bed days per year.

That will account for 10 beds per year. How are the other 81 beds to be filled?

6. Some of the unintended consequences of building the facility may be very costly to the County.

Bringing in people from other parts of the state will result in an increased homeless popirlation as

evidenced in Ventura. A substantial increased cost to the Templeton School District will occur as

the patients up to 18 have to be schooled. Approximately 40 percent of the proposed beds are

for school age children. There will be a cost of increased police and fire protection.

We need a 15 bed facility for the County, not 91. The facility should probably located in San Luis where

most of the population and necessary Mental Health services for the County are housed.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Forwarding this to everyone

Thank you

Juliane D Hendricks
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Contact Us (response #2968)

Survey Information

Site:County of SLO
Page Title:Contact Us
URL:http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/bos/BOSContactUs.htm
Submission Time/Date:12/8/2015 3:22:08 PM

Survey Response

Name:
Chris Weygandt Alba

Telephone Number:
805-434-326

Email address:
enchantedoak@sbcglobal.net

Comments or questions (8,192 characters max):
Dear San Luis Obispo County Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors ,
Don’t be misled by fear, from an isolated enclave of self-serving homeowners
without a shred of medical education in brain disorders , who imagine a
“ludicrous” private psychiatric facility in Templeton will discharge some
psychotic “out-of-towners” lurking madly in their landscaped yards.

In fact, a compassionate community in the North County wholeheartedly desires
local access to private psychiatric acute care. In churches, neighborhood
forums, and respectful dialogues, we have scores of knowledgeable people,
experienced in psychiatric crisis, speaking out on behalf of suffering
neighbors – actively SUPPORTING a private-patient psychiatric facility on Las
Tablas Road.

Who speaks for our community? For multitudes who don’t speak or can’t speak
and aren’t heard at all? Not those vocal few homeowners near Las Tablas Road
– with no medical education in mental illness, no experience in psychiatric
crisis – only ignorant fear of their self-styled “ludicrous” scenarios.



Let’s ask our greatest resource and largest population—our burgeoning
generations of elders—and the Baby Boomer seniors who are parenting their
parents as well as their children and frequently their grandchildren too . Too
bad so many of these elders can’t speak eloquently—because America’s soaring
rate of crippling dementia is stripping their brains of language while it
shreds their dignity.

Who speaks for loved ones dying the slow agony of Alzheimer’s—the most rampant
brain disease in America? Citizens of Templeton itself are crying for help, a
safe room in a trained facility—but no room is available for them , because
only ONE facility exists in the North County and it suffers a shortage of
beds.

Then please pass the mike to thousands of senior citizens in SLO County with
clinical depression, the American epidemic of suicidal Baby Boomers—oh, except
they too can’t speak, because they’re paralyzed by despair or planning their
suicides.

Let me speak, then, for eight dead friends in my little sphere recently , with
gifted brains afflicted by fatal illness in happy SLO County . Contributing
citizens of our community, their medical insurance was useless in this county
offering no private, inpatient treatment—and so, eight good neighbors suffered
unspeakable deaths:

They fell upon railroad tracks and off cliffs, and choked on vomit in bed, or
lost everything and overdosed, or hung themselves at home, for loved ones to
find—and for their children to do likewise in teenage misery .

My extended family is a lifelong contributing part of this community . We’ve
built schools, churches, libraries, homes, orchards, and industries. We’ve
worked in dirt, grease, blood, and asbestos, providing meeting halls,
classrooms, volunteer labor, almonds, meat, heat, and cool air—and died
without medical treatment for brain disease.

My parents were Paso Robles Bearcats for life. They helped build a school, a
neighborhood, and a playground for the community. My father crawled through
fiberglass and asbestos in this county, giving people comfortable
air-conditioning until cancer killed his brain at age 52.

My mother, the Bearcat May Queen of 1949, was driven from her own town at 79
and 80 pounds, when she suffered an Alzheimer’s crisis at my Templeton home .
Her hometown had no room for her in a skilled treatment center , offering only
closed doors in a single facility—so she was forced from her familiar home to
a strange place elsewhere. The trauma triggered the final stage of the
disease, killing her in four months.

And I endure lifelong periodic major depression, even while my husband and I
support our community—we volunteer, use local businesses, raise a family of
self-supporting citizens, and promote multiple non-profits to help our
neighbors. Four times in 17 years, I’ve gone hundreds of miles away from home
to find treatment at in-patient, private-care facilities. I’ve had to leave my
family and support network for weeks at a time, to fight for my life with
distant psychiatric care.

Distance from treatment interferes with recovery from medical crises in the
human brain. Distance isolates fragile people from their family support
system. Distance prevents families from participating in the long and
difficult recovery from devastating illness.

We are overwhelmingly an older population of private means , already isolated
geographically from sophisticated medical treatment centers . Our community



needs care, and our county needs to provide care for our people .
Please approve this private psychiatric facility in Templeton .

Sincerely,
Chris Weygandt Alba – self-trained mental-illness expert, citizen of
Templeton, resident of San Luis Obispo County



Re Proposed 91 Bed Psychiatric Facility in Templeton.

Murray J. Powell

to:

rhedges@co.slo.ca.us

12/08/2015 11:49 PM

Hide Details

From: "Murray J. Powell" <murray@dfrios.com>

To: "rhedges@co.slo.ca.us" <rhedges@co.slo.ca.us>

Forwarded from former Executive Director of Atascadero State Hospital Jon DeMoralis
From: Jon and Sylvia DeMoralis
Sent: Saturday, October 10, 2015 12:21 PM
To: Murray Powell

To whom this may concern:

My name is Jon De Morales. I am a member of a group of neighbors who are opposed to the
proposed psychiatric facility in Templeton. I own a home approximately one mile from the site
of this proposed facility at 351 Puffin Way. My wife and I moved to this address in 1989. We
currently spend more time in Hawaii but plan to move back to Templeton in the near future. I
am retired from the State of California. I was employed by the State Department of Mental
Health for 44 years. I served as Executive Director of Atascadero State Hospital for 14 years
collectively over three periods of time. Prior to retiring for good in 2011 I was Acting Deputy
Director of all State Hospitals.

There are many issues regarding the impact of this project on the Templeton Community,
including but not limited to the credibility of its promoters and the accuracy of data provided in
support of the need. I urge you all to review Mr. Murray Powell's findings which collectively
makes a compelling argument in opposition to this project

I am particularly concerned with a lack of a detailed business plan. The promoters of this
project have offered vague, unsubstantiated, and sometimes contradictory general reasons in
support of this project, "this is for you SLO, your family, friends, and neighbors", this facility
will bring much needed jobs (200) to the county, this is a secure facility, this is an "at will"
facility.

I am especially concerned with how this facility will maintain occupancy and survive
financially. The current proposed capacity is 91 beds. Based on SLO Mental Health
admission/discharge data (which accuracy poses some questions) there is no way that this
facility can survive financially without functioning as a regional treatment facility and admitting
patients from other counties. The project promoters say the average length of stay will be 8 to
10 days. This facility represents 33,215 bed days (number of beds multiplied by 365 days). At



the projected length of stay it must admit over 3,000 patients a year (bed days divided by
average length of stay). There is no way that SLO will be able to provide this volume
of patients. The promoters implore approval because this facility is for "you" meaning SLO
residents. In fact the overwhelming majority of patients will come from outside of SLO
county. The promoters have denied seeking LPS (Lanterman, Petri, Short) civil
commitment, WIC 5150) certification when in fact they have discussed this option with local
officials. Welfare and Institutions Code (WIC) 5150 provides for the involuntary commitment of
patients who are deemed dangerous to themselves or others. Will the operators of this facility
seek and obtain LPS certification in order to ensure a level of occupancy to ensure the viability
of this proposed facility? The vast majority of patients held under LPS 5150 are not recertified
for extended treatment. Extended commitment requires a court order and must be supported
by an overt act of dangerousness. Most patients will compensate quickly and no longer meet
criteria for involuntary commitment. Their symptoms and signs of dangerousness will abate
with treatment. However, many patients will discontinue their medications and use drugs
(primarily alcohol) when no longer in custody. Non compliance with treatment is the number
one reason for decompensation. Upon discharge they cannot be compelled to leave the
county.

Consider the impact on Templeton and other North County communities when patients from
other counties are discharged. Where will they go, where will they live? There are no post
hospital programs or support services in Templeton. Ventura county treats patients on
contract from other counties primarily Santa Barbara. Ventura found that discharged patients
do not leave the area. In effect the homeless mentally ill population has shifted from Sana
Barbara to Ventura. The promoters say they will ensure discharged patients will return to their
counties of origin. There is no legal way to compel a patient to leave Templeton or the county
upon discharge.

There may be a need for a few additional beds for adolescents and adults in need of
respite, supportive, psychiatric treatment, but the scope and location of this project far exceeds
this counties needs and poses serious problems to the surrounding communities and SLO in
general.

Jon DeMoralis
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ÄÅÆÆÇÈ

É ÊË ÌÍÎÏÎÐÑ ÏÇ ÒÇÓ ÏÇ ÔÇÎÕÅ ËÒ ÇÖÖÇ×ÎÏÎÇÐ ÏÇ ÏØÅ ÖÍÇÖÇ×ÅÙ ËÅÐÏÊÆ ØÅÊÆÏØ ÚÊÕÎÆÎÏÒ ÇÐ ÛÊ× ÜÊÝÆÊ× Road in
Templeton. I don’t believe this type of facility is a good fit in our community. While I do believe there is a
need for it in our county, the size and scope of this project will overwhelm the services of our small
community. The objections are itemized below:

1) We do not have a police department to deal with any problems the mentally ill patients can
require that are either in the hospital care or going to and from the hospital. The sheriff’s
department has the largest area to patrol, especially in the North County, with a minimum
number of officers available at any time. They cover from the coast to Kern and Fresno counties
and having this type of operation in our small community may be overwhelming.

2) The operator has no current buildings in operation. In my work I deal with these type of
inpatient facilities on a regular basis. The complexity of operating a medical facility in California
is extremely difficult to do. This proposed operator does not offer any past experience of
operating this type of facility for anyone to judge how this operation would proceed and interact
with the community. If we could be pointed to similar facilities that they have run to see if our
concerns are valid that would be great but we do not have any. Based on my experience in
developing these type of facilities this is a risky investment at best and I am very suspect of what
would happen once this facility opens (ie: selling the project, changing the type of patient usage,
etc.)

3) I have lived in Templeton since 1987 and our children attended Templeton schools. This is a
small bedroom community in the North County. This project does not fit into this community. It
would be better suited in a larger community more centrally located for the patients. I am very
concerned about what the patients do after they are released from the hospital. It just does not
feel right. I would be interested if Harvey and Melanie Billig would want this facility in Carmel
within walking distance from their house. I doubt it.

Please feel free to contact me at any time. Thank you.

Martin Landes
610 Wild Oats Way
Templeton, CA 93465
805-434-1508
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�ã ûîß û��G voted 7-0 to reject this proposal.
2. The Templeton School District should not be responsible for school aged patients. Our school

can’t handle that many students.
3. The sheriff will need to have extra staffing.
4. It is not secure. Many children walk to school along that same street. Many older residents and

single women walk that street.
5. We don’t want our taxes to increase to cover the 5150/5250 and other involuntary legally

committed individuals.
Please listen to the TAAG and the people of Templeton. We don’t want this to pass.
John and Teri Stieg



��: ������ �	 
��
������
 ���
����

����� ��������� to� Ramona Hedges ��������� ��! � PM

Donna Hernandez
Administrative Assistant
Records Management
805-788-2947
dhernandez@co.slo.ca.us
""""" For#$%&'& () *+,,$ -'%,$,&'.�Planning�COSLO on ��������� ��! � PM """""

From! Holl) /01223�Planning�COSLO
To! Donna Hernande.�Planning�COSLO4Wings
Date! ����5���� �6!  78
Subject! F#! letter on ps)901$:%19 0+321:$;

_________________________________
Holl< =>?@@AB MCRP
North Count< C Winer< =DEFFGH

I

JKL Osos StreetB Room MNN

San Luis ObispoB COB JMPNQ

QNRIKQSISSLT

http�UUVVVWsloplanningWorg

""""" For#$%&'& () -+;;) /01223�Planning�COSLO on ����5���� �6!  78 """""

From! XY$,9) 7;;13+,X Zn$,9)4n$,9)$;;13+,0+['3.9+[\
]+! Z020122349+.slo.9$.us\
D$:'! 12/05���� 06! ^ 78
_`(a'9:! l'::'% +, 23)901$:%19 0+321:$;

Our Mental Health Ordeal

I am writing in support of the proposed psychiatric center in Templeton . Our family had firsthand
experience with mental illness when our then 13 year old son became highly anxious and very
depressed, in a matter of a few weeks during his 7th grade school year. He was so incapacitated that he
couldn’t attend school, he spent his days laying in his bedroom under a tent he made with blankets,
unable to eat much, sleep, focus on school work or enjoy life. We have private health insurance and
were not able to get him into a local psychiatrist for over a month . There were only two local



psychiatrists specializing in adolescents in the county and both were booked out for at least 6 weeks.
We ended up having to take him out of the county to Vista Del Mar Hospital where he had a 5 day stay
in a facility that was terrifying for a sheltered kid from a small town . Meanwhile, we stayed in a Ventura
motel to visit him one hour a day. It was a hellish time for our family, as we were totally unprepared;
we felt alone, overwhelmed and we found ourselves wondering what we had done wrong as parents .
When your child is suffering and you can’t help them, it is unbearable. At the height of our son’s ordeal,
when he was psychotic and suicidal, I felt like I was going crazy. Adding to our stress was the stigma of
mental illness. Even though our families were very supportive , we were unable to leave our son alone,
and were cut off from many  friends who could not deal with the serious crisis we were in . Had our son
been dealing with a physical illness, we would undoubtedly have received casseroles and offers of rides
and help. When a family is dealing with a mental health crisis, the stigma is very isolating.

Thankfully our story had a good ending. Our son was diagnosed with anxiety and Major Depression,
conditions that a significant portion of the population deals with. We found a competent local
psychiatrist, attended NAMI classes (Family to Family) to get educated and got the right medication and
counseling for our son. He now attends college and is a productive and wonderful young man. He still
deals with his illness but has medication and coping skills to help guide him through challenging times.
Knowing there is local psychiatric hospital here should he get to a crisis point again , will be very
reassuring to our family and so many others with loved ones dealing with a brain disease . My hope is
that San Luis Obispo county will rise above the fear, stigma and nimbyism and help local and
neighboring county’s families dealing with a  similar situation.

Nancy Allison
Grover Beach, CA
805 431-8554
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December 3, 2015 

 

FROM: Chairman Topping 

 

TO: All 

 

SUBJECT: Anticipated start time of Hearing Item 19. 

 

The Billig Parcel Map and Conditional Use Permit (Item 19) requesting an assisted living 

facility and behavioral health facility will not begin any earlier than 11:00 AM. The Planning 

Commission meeting can be viewed live at 

http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/planning/meetings.htm?  

http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/planning/meetings.htm




805-434-3586 Mail to: P.O. Box 448

CA. Lic. # PSY 7294 Templeton, CA 93465

JUDITH DIETCH, Ph. D.
Clinical Psychology

294 South Main Street
Suite C

Templeton, CA 93465

November 8, 2015

San Luis Obispo County Planning and Building Department

976 Osos Street, #200

San Luis Obispo, Ca 93408

RE: Templeton Behavior Health Facility

Dear Commissioners,

I am in full support of this very much needed facility. Let me preface my comments by saying that I am a

licensed psychologist in private practice in Templeton. I am also a 20 year resident of Templeton and live

within five minutes walking distance to this proposed facility.

I support this project because:

1) It will provide much needed inpatient mental health services to our county and the surrounding area.

2) It will allow my clients who need inpatient services to be treated locally. As of now they have to travel to

Santa Barbara or Ventura for treatment. This takes them away from the support system that is an essential part

of their treatment, including their families. As a clinician, when they are hospitalized locally, it affords me the

opportunity to be involved in their treatment including aftercare planning.

3) The location is within a hospital zone that also has numerous other medical facilities. This is an integral part

of their treatment as well because there are often complicating medical issues.

4) A private psychiatric facility provides many well paying jobs and opportunities for local residents.

I have heard opposition arguments to this proposal and I would like to address them.

1) There are concerns about the kinds of clients that would be treated. I have been in practice for 40 years and

during that time have hospitalized many clients ranging from children to geriatrics. These clients are not the

criminally insane like those in Atascadero State Hospital. These are your and my neighbors who are struggling

with depression and anxiety, perhaps from the loss of a loved one or post-partum depression. They may also

need a medication change or adjustment that is best accomplished inpatient. These are not homeless vagrants

who will wander the streets. I can say that in all the years that I have done hospitalization in private facilities

there has never been an incident in the surrounding neighborhoods. These are neighborhoods like Santa

Barbara, Palos Verdes and Torrance with residences across the street from the facilities. These clients are there

voluntarily and return to their homes when they are released.

2) There have been concerns expressed that placing this facility in this hospital corridor will threaten the safety

of the surrounding neighbors. There is no more appropriate place for a state of the art psychiatric facility. I

would not support this if I had any concerns about my safety or the safety of my neighbors.

3) There are concerns that this will attract many patients from outside of the area. I can only state that I would

hope this facility would offer the quality of services that would attract the private and voluntary patients that I

now have to send to Ventura or Santa Barbara. This brings revenue to our county that otherwise goes elsewhere.
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I am also grateful that these other facilities have not taken the attitude that I have heard expressed or my clients

would have nowhere to go when they need inpatient care.

The opposition I have heard appears to be based on fear of the unknown and the constant comparison to

Atascadero State Hospital and the forensic patients that are admitted there. This comparison is erroneous. The

patients in a facility like the one proposed are no different than our neighbors. Due to confidentiality issues and

the negative stigma that has been vehemently expressed against mental illness in this community, patients that

have expressed support for this project to me are fearful about speaking up.

Please allow this project to proceed. It is needed and once it is operational, the community will recognize its

value. They will recognize that their fears are unfounded.

Sincerely,

Judith Dietch, Ph. D.



Planning	Commission		 	 November	͵Ͳ,	ʹͲͳͷ	San	Luis	Obispo	County		ͻ͹͸	Osos	Street,	#ʹͲͲ‐P	San	Luis	Obispo,	CA	ͻ͵ͶͲͺ		 Subject:			OPPOSITION	to	proposed	behavioral	health	project	in	Templeton		Dear	Planning	Commissioners:		As	a	Templeton	resident,	)	am	one	of	many	residents	and	professionals	who	are	very	concerned	about	the	proposed	behavioral	health	facility	in	Templeton	ȋǲprojectǳȌ	and		
urge	that	it	be	DENIED.		Please	address	my	concerns	as	well	as	those	raised	by	TAAG,	Templeton	Unified	School	District,	and	several	hundred	residents.	My	concerns		and	questions	are	as	follows:		
o The	location	and	scale	of	the	project	goes	against	good	planning	and	common	sense,	and	was	not	created	by	unbiased	health	experts.	)t	is	too	close	to	nearby	neighborhoods	with	children	which	is	very	concerning	for	residents	since	psychiatric	patients	can	wander	neighborhoods	after	a	hold	period	for	which	there	are	no	mental	health	resources	nearby.		Issue	/	Question:	What	is	the	discharge	strategy	for	patients	

who	may	wander	throughout	the	community?		
o The	project	is	over‐sized	for	our	county.	(aving	nearly	as	many	beds	as	Twin	Cities	Community	(ospital,	but	on	a	much	smaller	lot,	the	project	capacity	far	exceeds	the	number	of	beds	that	health	experts	determined	are	needed	for	SLO	County	ȋi.e.	a	few	hundred	per	yearȌ,	and	would	therefore	import	several	thousand	ȋnearly	͹,ͲͲͲȌ	patients	from	other	counties	annually.	While	many	local	Doctors	also	oppose	the	project,	it	will	strain	local	resources	including	more	congestion	on	Las	Tablas	Road,	local	schools	finances,	public	safety	and	more.	Issue	/	Question:	How	will	the	

county/community	deal	with	overwhelming	negative	impacts?			
o The	project	is	not	focused	on	helping	our	county’s	needs,	but	is	strictly	a	monetary‐driven	focus	by	an	out‐of‐town	investor	with	a	ǲshell	operating	companyǳ	who	is	motivated	to	sell	the	project	to	a	real	estate	investment	trust.	Any	assertions	by	the	applicant	will	be	at	the	discretion	of	the	subsequent	owner	‐‐	likely	a	Wall	Street	investment	firm	able	to	litigate.	Issue:	How	does	the	County	hold	the	applicant	to	

the	assurances	made	and	how	do	they	hold	any	buyer	of	the	project	the	same?	
Why	haven’t	health	experts	selected	the	best	location	and	size	instead	of	allowing	
an	investor	to	do	so?		

PLEASE	OPPOSE	THE	PROJECT!		Sincerely,	
Mike Manchak Mike	Manchak	Templeton	resident	ȋMailing	address:	P.O.	Box	ͳ͵͵ͷͷ,	San	Luis	Obispo,	CA	ͻ͵ͶͲ͸Ȍ		cc:		 (olly	Phipps,	County	Planning	&	Building		 ͺͲͷ‐͹ͺͳ‐ͳͳ͸ʹ			hphipps@co.slo.ca.us	Ramona	(edges,	Planning	Comm.	Secretary,	ȋͺͲͷȌ	͹ͺͳ‐ͷ͸ͳʹ	rhedges@co.slo.ca.us	Templeton	Area	Advisory	Group	 	
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Greetings planners and officials of SLO County ,



Regarding the proposed 91 bed acute care mental health facility proposed for the
community of Templeton; I am in opposition to this particular project and I will do my
best within three minutes to illustrate why. My understanding of this subject comes
from my own experience, talking with members of the medical & mental health care
community as well as attending the Family Orientation Class conducted by Transitions
Mental Health Association.

When my daughter was 18, she had a situation where the mobile crisis unit had to take
her from Templeton to SLO County Mental Health . Once processed at the facility
located at  the old General Hospital I was informed that because she was insured she
would have to go to a private provider. Of course it is no secret that there are none
available in SLO County: Bakersfield or Ventura were the closest choices . Imagine my
anxiety level.

Consider, even if 6 to 7, private pay, in-county patients (about 400 per year) are to be
transported to this proposed facility in Templeton on any given weekend… .then who will
be occupying those other 84 beds per week? And remember this is a psych treatment
facility doing nothing for drug, alcohol, medi-cal, homeless or outpatient services for
members of our own community. It is my limited understanding that the majority of
5150/5250’s, happening mostly on the weekends, are transient or college aged
students with an underlying drug or alcohol problem. This facility will do nothing to help
them. Our County Mental Health triage center will not be able to send most of their
patients to this proposed facility.
Side note- SLO County has a grave shortage of psychiatrists , there are close to none in
Templeton.

There is the potential for 3200 people from outside SLO county to be coming to the little
town of Templeton for psychiatric treatment . School aged children (1800 of the 3200
total ) from outside the county will require Templeton School District provide the
educational needs for these kids !? It can’t even provide bus service for its current
students! How in the world will they be able to meet these requirements without placing
a burden upon the students and families who already pay taxesthat barely support
THEIR OWN community?

“We know in working with these children and their family members (that) it’s very

difficult for families to travel to have to go see them, or figure out how to keep

their continued care with their primary care physician here ,” said Jill

Bolster-White, executive director of the nonprofit Transitions Mental Health

Association in San Luis Obispo.
ïððñ://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/investigations/article39097128.html Speaking on
sending children outside out county to other facilities such as Bakersfield or Ventura .

Let’s look at this in reverse– It is a burden to make families have to travel long
distances while dealing with these types of situations . Why would we make families
travel to Templeton from Salinas, Bakersfield, Santa Barbara ,Ventura and possibly
beyond? If I would have had to travel to Bakersfield or Ventura it would have been a
financial & mental disaster for me & my family. I agree that it is best to keep patients
near their place of origin. We need to take care of our own people in our own



community!

Additionally, SLO Sheriff states this will cause the need for additional law enforcement
and staffing… .again more burden to the community of Templeton in the form of
taxpayer $$ as well as the compromised security of their community .

SLO County representatives as well as residents, I challenge you to meet the needs of
our own community members!
**Support the efforts of Transitions Mental Health in their endeavor to open a care
facility in SLO where resources abound.
**Why is General Hospital not considered as a place for this type of facility ? If your
answer is that it’s isn’t profitable… .then let’s take another look at what is being
proposed in Templeton, how will that be any more profitable? It won’t, but that isn’t the
point. The owner of this property is seemly becoming more desperate as time goes on
to put anything on that property even if it compromises the residential community that
surrounds it. It’s better suited for an ice skating rink than a psych facility !

This proposal makes zero sense for small community of Templeton ; I urge this
commission to deny the project of a Mental Health Facility operated by Vizion health
LLC in Templeton, in its entirety.

3 minutes are up....but there's more!

*Vizion Health LLC does not have the experience necessary to operate this facility . This
statement in the Tribune from property owners , Harvey and Melanie Billig, is truly ridiculous.
“Mark’s approach is not like the biggies in the country but a very local approach,” Melanie Billig said.
“Harvey and I don’t want a larger corporation — not cookie-cutter like everything else in the country but
something that fits the need for SLO County. We tried to find an operator who cares about something like
that.”  Vizion Health, first incorporated in 2011 in Louisiana, where Schneider lives, doesn’t have any

clients yet, Schneider confirmed."

How in the heck can they make a statement like this if Vizion Health has NO
CLIENTS??? Since 2011 no less!? And just because they have "tried " to find a
corporation that cares about our community does not mean they "have " found it. And
finally how does this exactly "fit the needs for SLO County"?

Read more here:
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/article39719004.html#storylink=cpy

*This facility will do NOTHING to help solve the problem of the shortage of Mental
Health Care Professionals in our county.
*This type of facility is unprecedented & untested anywhere in the country.
*Proposed to be a non-secure facility meaning patients can come and go at will ? How
is that possible when dealing the psychiatric patients?
*With the imposition of Affordable Health Care Act I propose that SLO County consider
making changes to the current County Mental Health Administration to be able to
accept AHC insurance since all Americans are now mandated to have coverage
according to the law. Would the AHC in essence force the change in the county system
due to every American having health care? Let's ask that question.
And finally this does nothing to help our Military Veterans of which there are over
28,000 residing in SLO county.

Again, I ask you to consider helping the needs of our local residents before we invite
over 3200 outside residents to SLO County for acute psychiatric treatment .



Respectfully submitted,

Marie Roth, Templeton CA
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Ms. Phipps,

Attached is an opinion piece published in the current edition of New Times
magazine discuusing our concerns regarding the proposed Templeton Mental
Facility. I see that your online project report in the last section titled
Correspondence Part 5 presents recent letters from the CEO of French Hospital,
the SLO County Commission on Aging and from Dan O’Grady a former SLO County
Planning Commissioner, that support the project in essentially its 91 bed design
and Templeton location.

Please enter the attached Opinion piece into your system for the record.

Murray Powell
805-434-0707 (Home)

510-91403753 (Cell) NKbd��e�S�`>NKbd��e�S�`>
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805.310.7155
From: arobin@co.slo.ca.us [mailto:arobin@co.slo.ca.us]
Sent: Monday, November 23, 2015 9:12 AM
To: Steve Lieberman <lieberman.sc@gmail.com>
Subject: Fw: Proposed Psychiatric In-Patient Hospital - Upcoming Planning Commission Hearing
12/10/15...Our Story...

Hi Steve: Thank you so much for sharing your story with the BOS. I'm happy to hear your son is doing

well now.

May I forward your email to the planning commission? They are also collecting testimony ahead of the

hearing.

Thanks again, take care,

Anne

Anne Robin, LMFT

Behavioral Health Administrator

SLO County Health Agency/Behavioral Health

805-781-4719

"I think the purpose of life is to be useful , to be responsible, to be honorable, to be compassionate. It is, after all, to matter: to

count, to stand for something, to have made some difference that you lived at all" - Leo C. Rosten

----- Forwarded by Anne Robin/MHS/COSLO on 11/23/2015 09:10 AM -----

From: Leslie A Brown/Admin/COSLO

To: Jeff Hamm/PH/COSLO@Wings

Cc: Anne Robin/MHS/COSLO@Wings

Date: 11/23/2015 08:47 AM

Subject: Re: Fw: Proposed Psychiatric In-Patient Hospital - Upcoming Planning Commission Hearing 12/10/15...Our Story...

I shared with Dan and Guy - I am glad their son is healing. I can related to this story (but our son wouldn't

respond to treatment while a teen).

Leslie Brown
Administrative Analyst
San Luis Obispo Co.
Administrative Office
Phone:  (805) 781-5015
Fax:  (805) 781-5023



From: Jeff Hamm/PH/COSLO

To: Anne Robin/MHS/COSLO@Wings, Leslie A Brown/Admin/COSLO@Wings

Date: 11/23/2015 08:15 AM

Subject: Fw: Proposed Psychiatric In-Patient Hospital - Upcoming Planning Commission Hearing 12/10/15...Our Story...

FYI, and to share with others as you see fit.

----- Forwarded by Jeff Hamm/PH/COSLO on 11/23/2015 08:14 AM -----

From: "Steve Lieberman" <lieberman.sc@gmail.com>

To: <lcompton@co.slo.ca.us>, <darnold@co.slo.ca.us>, <fmecham@co.slo.ca.us>, <ahill@co.slo.ca.us>, <

bgibson@co.slo.ca.us>

Cc: <jhamm@co.slo.ca.us>, "'Nancy Allison'" <nancy@nancyallisonhomes.com>

Date: 11/23/2015 08:04 AM

Subject: Proposed Psychiatric In-Patient Hospital - Upcoming Planning Commission Hearing 12/10/15...Our Story...

Good morning,

My name is Steve Lieberman, and I have met all of you over the past several
years. Along with my wife Nancy, we are proud parents of two great kids. I
recently submitted a letter to the Tribune, sharing “our story of mental illness.”
Our son became quite sick as a teenager, and the stigma associated with the part
of his body that was causing him pain must be beaten down. If his heart was
making him sick, folks would have suggested we go to French Hospital as they
have a great cardiac unit…even if they lived in the surrounding neighborhood.
But, because his brain was making him sick, we had to go to Ventura….I just don’t
get it; I don’t wish this on any parent, and look to you to carefully ponder this
project approval. As with Trauma, STEMI (Cardiac) and Stroke specialty care
centers, this proposed hospital is just one more specialty care center to help local
residents.

I’d really appreciate it if you would take 30 seconds to read the letter we
submitted to the Tribune:



When you start a family, I think it’s safe to assume that you don’t consider the

chance that one of your children may develop a mental illness ... at least we

didn’t.

When our son was 13 years old (seventh grade), he became seriously depressed

and anxious, and he considered suicide. Helping our son through mental illness

was something that we were completely unprepared for . One day, as Nancy was

rushing him to the emergency room, he tried to escape the car on the freeway.

We were out of options, and the only psychiatric hospital anywhere close to San

Luis Obispo was in Ventura. We hit rock bottom; we watched our son being led

into the hospital for a four-day evaluation. We stayed in hotels; we worried about

our 9-year-old daughter at home. We felt alone and without hope.

Our son is now healthy and enjoying college. He has learned to control his

anxiety as best he can. Our family supports a local psychiatric in-patient facility

in San Luis Obispo County. We are not a family to be feared by neighbors of a

specialty care center; rather, we are the parents of a kid who was sick and

needed help — locally.

Read more here:

http://www.sanluisobispo.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/article41524272.html#

storylink=cpy
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The information in this e-mail is confidential and protected by the physician-patient or
psychotherapist-patient privilege. This privilege is not waived by using e-mail  as a form of transmission.
Only the above-named individual(s) can lawfully receive and read this information. If the person actually
receiving this e-mail or any other reader is not the named recipient, or the employee or agent responsible
to deliver it to the named recipient, any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of the communication is
strictly prohibited by law and subject to sanctions. If you have received this communication in error, please

immediately notify us by telephone, send it back to us, and delete all copies from your computer.
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To Whom It May Concern,

My husband and I are both vehemently opposed to the approval of the proposed
Templeton Mental Hospital. We have no local police force, and released mental
patients could easily be wandering in the area. We do not have a substantial
enough need in this county for such a facility.
Thank you,

Kim Milligan

Resident near Law Tablas











To Our Board of Supervisors, December 5, 2015
There is so much written, both pro and con, over the development of the Behavioral Health
Hospital, that I feel there is little left to say other than this is a facility which is so desperately
needed for our county.
There are those who argue that greed is driving this project and that homes in the surrounding area
will suffer a loss in value. Yes, it is a privately funded project, but as we are all too painfully
aware, public funds are just not available for a mental health facility of this dimension. The myth
that home values will plummet is negated by reports from realtors in similar communities that
home appraisals and sales remain constant. Other communities throughout California
with behavioral health hospitals do not document any problems with patients who seek the
services offered as they are voluntary, insured and seek support, i.e. Vista del Mar in Ventura.
Ian Parkinson, our highly esteemed sheriff, has signed off, saying that he sees no law enforcement
impediments to the project. Jeff Hamm, Director of SLO's Health Department has also underwritten
the mental health hospital, saying that it will offer not only much needed interventions, but will
service a population, children and adolescents, that the PFH is not equipped to best handle.
There will be no associated costs to Templeton Unified: see California Education Code Sec. 48206.3,
defining ADA. Children and adolescents will have a stay of no longer than 10 days, in line with
noted education code. In addition, the League of Women voters has publically voiced support as
has the American Association of University Women.
We all know that intervention is financially and morally a much better proposition than waiting
until a mental health problem becomes so severe that extended, and expensive, treatment becomes
necessary. Finally, at least 300 or more will find employment as a result of this much needed, thus
increasing community stability, not threatening it.
This is a plea from the heart; I have a family member who has been diagnosed with a severe mental
health disorder and if we had had a facility like that which is proposed, her frustrating, confusing
and painful experiences might well have not led to several suicide attempts. We were unable to
support her as hospitalization was several hundred miles away, a situation which only increased
our family distress and her suffering. We know that hospitalization does not offer a cure, however
many of these disorders and their symptoms do go into remission with the proper psychiatric
attention, treatment and medication, which is what this hospital offers.
Please don't let the fear tactics of a few or stigma towards those with mental health issues deter you
from making the best decision for our community.
Respectfully,
Mardi Geredes
Atascadero
P.S. Three of the best sources of fact-based information as published in the Tribune are by Cal

Poly Professor Emeritus Zaf Iqbal; a four-part investigative report beginning October 11th by
Tonya Strickland, Tribune reporter; and Tribune editorial, “Plan for mental health hospital
would fill a void in county.”
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My wife and I are "opposed" to the location of the proposed Templeton Mental
Hospital. We believe there is undoubtedly a need for such a facility in the
county, but Templeton does not have either the infrastructure or necessary law
enforcement support. During the morning and evening rush hours, Las Tablas is
currently a "parking lot". This is without the 40+ homes they are building
near the proposed Mental Hospital site, the approx. 100 homes in progress at
the north end of Main Street, the 40+ homes in progress adjacent to the 101
highway, nor the 120+ water meters available to build on the two large parcels
along the north side of Las Tablas.

It would certainly make more sense for a mental health facility such as this
to be located in San Luis Obispo proper where there already exists some form
of mental health facilities.

Respectfully,

Geoffrey and Lynda Brown
Homeowners
920 Rosebay Way
Templeton, California 93465
805-434-3763
cambriabrown@att.net

Sent from my iPad
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To: San Luis Obispo Planning Commissioners

Re: Approval of proposed private psychiatric facility in Templeton

From: Chris Weygandt Alba, mental-illness expert, Templeton CA:

Dear Planning Commissioners,

Don’t be misled by fear, from an isolated enclave of self-serving homeowners without a shred of

medical education in brain disorders, who imagine a “ludicrous” private psychiatric facility in

Templeton will discharge some psychotic “out-of-towners” lurking madly in their landscaped

yards.

In fact, a compassionate community in the North County wholeheartedly desires local access to

private psychiatric acute care. In churches, neighborhood forums, and respectful dialogues, we

have scores of knowledgeable people, experienced in psychiatric crisis, speaking out on behalf of

suffering neighbors – actively SUPPORTING a private-patient psychiatric facility on Las Tablas

Road.

Who speaks for our community ? For multitudes who don’t speak or can’t speak and aren’t heard

at all? Not those vocal few homeowners near Las Tablas Road – with no medical education in

mental illness, no experience in psychiatric crisis – only ignorant fear of their self-styled

“ludicrous” scenarios.

Let’s ask our greatest resource and largest population—our burgeoning generations of elders—

and the Baby Boomer seniors who are parenting their parents as well as their children and

frequently their grandchildren too.

Too bad our elders often can’t speak for themselves—because America’s soaring rate of

crippling dementia is stripping their brains of language while it shreds their dignity.

Who speaks for loved ones dying the slow agony of Alzheimer’s—the most rampant brain

disease in America? Citizens of Templeton itself are crying for help, a safe room in a trained

facility—but no room is available for them , because only ONE facility exists in the North County

and it suffers a shortage of beds.

Then please pass the mike to thousands of senior citizens in SLO County with clinical

depression, the American epidemic of suicidal Baby Boomers—oh, except they too can’t speak,

because they’re paralyzed by despair or planning their suicides.



Let me speak, then, for eight dead friends in my little sphere, with gifted brains afflicted recently

by fatal illness in happy SLO County. Contributing citizens of our community, their medical

insurance was useless in this county offering no private, inpatient treatment—and so, eight good

neighbors suffered unspeakable deaths:

They fell upon railroad tracks and off cliffs, and choked on vomit in bed, or lost everything and

overdosed, or hung themselves at home, for loved ones to find—and for their children to do

likewise in teenage misery.

My extended family is a lifelong contributing part of this community. We’ve built schools,

churches, libraries, homes, orchards, and industries. We’ve worked in dirt, grease, blood, and

asbestos, providing meeting halls, classrooms, volunteer labor, almonds, meat, heat, and cool

air—and died without medical treatment for brain disease.

My parents were Paso Robles Bearcats for life. They helped build a school, a neighborhood, and

a playground for the community. My father crawled through fiberglass and asbestos in this

county, giving people comfortable air-conditioning until cancer killed his brain at age 52.

My mother, the Bearcat May Queen of 1949, was driven from her own town at 79 and 80 pounds,

when she suffered an Alzheimer’s crisis at my Templeton home. Her hometown had no room for

her in a skilled treatment center, offering only closed doors in a single facility—so she was

forced from her familiar home to a strange place elsewhere. The trauma triggered the final stage

of the disease, killing her in four months.

And I endure lifelong periodic major depression, even while my husband and I support our

community—we volunteer, use local businesses, raise a family of self-supporting citizens, and

promote multiple non-profits to help our neighbors.

Four times in 17 years, I’ve gone hundreds of miles away from home to find treatment at

in-patient, private-care facilities. I’ve had to leave my family and support network for weeks at a

time, to fight for my life with distant psychiatric care.

Distance from treatment interferes with recovery from medical crises in the human brain.

Distance isolates fragile people from their family support system. Distance prevents families

from participating in the long and difficult recovery from devastating illness.

We are overwhelmingly an older population of private means, already isolated geographically

from sophisticated medical treatment centers. Our community needs care, and our county needs

to provide care for our people.

Please approve this private psychiatric facility in Templeton.

Sincerely,

Chris Weygandt Alba – mental-illness expert, citizen of Templeton, resident of San Luis Obispo

County
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• Regarding the Behavioral Health Hospital – After a great deal of research and soul
searching, I have found that I cannot support the project. TAAG’s report and recommendation
to the Planning Commission lays out excellent reasons for the project to be turned down –
reasons that I agree with. But the most compelling reason for turning the project down is its
potentially devastating impact on Templeton schools – the potential to drain a small district’s
budget and greatly hamper its ability to continue to offer the quality education currently
available to ALL Templeton students. And as the school district goes, so goes the town and the
greater Templeton area. After hearing the school district attorney speak on the laws regarding
the school district’s responsibilities toward students who will be served by the proposed
Behavioral Health Hospital, learning both the logistics and the costs of serving students in the
hospital, understanding that the hospital has the potential to serve somewhere in the
neighborhood of 2/3 of the number of students currently enrolled in Templeton schools on an
annual basis, and understanding the underlying budgetary realities, it would be negligent of me
to support this project. And it has been highly negligent of those members of the school board
who refused to take a stand on this issue when their primary responsibility is to protect the
quality of education in our schools. Folks, this is NOT a county issue. This is NOT a government
issue. This is a private business deal, proposed for private property to first and foremost benefit
the owners of the property and secondly the investors in the project . By the very standards
outlined by TAAG and the overwhelming evidence of potential harm to our school district , this
project should not be approved or built in Templeton.



-----------------------------------------------------------

As always, please share this information with your friends and neighbors throughout the
almost 100 square miles of the greater Templeton area .

To subscribe to Templeton’s “Almost Daily” , please send a request for a subscription to the
Soaring Eagle Press Editor (see email address below signature), and include the email address
your copy of the paper will be delivered to in the body of your email .

Thank you,

Nanette Fisher
Editor/Publisher
Soaring Eagle Press
PO Box 132
Templeton, CA 93465

(805) 674-1447
nanette@soaringeaglepress.com
www.soaringeaglepress.com

“If we can’t get it right at the local , grass roots level, how in the world can we expect to get

it right at the county, state, and federal levels?”  nanette fisher ������ �¡¢£¤¥¦¢§ ¦¨©¤ª«�¬­®������ �¡¢£¤¥¦¢§ ¦¨©¤ª«�¬­®
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San Luis Obispo County Planning Department

976 Osos Street #200

San Luis Obispo, CA 93408

Att: Holly Phipps, Room 300

Hphipps@co.slo.ca.us

Dear Ms. Phipps,



Unfortunately stigma is alive and well against those living with mental illnesses in our county.

The furor against the development of a Behavioral Health Hospital in Templeton bears this out.

What people do not realize is that mental illnesses affect many of us and those we love. And the

need for services and treatment centers is imperative to help people get well.

The National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) reports that one in four adults and one in 12

children are affected by mental illness at any time. Do the math and you will find that the 16

beds we have in our county to serve those in the acute phase of mental illness are woefully

inadequate. People can recover from mental illness but only if they receive treatment during the

times they are acutely ill. It is also important to have the support of family and friends in their

community while ill.

The 96-bed behavioral health hospital proposed near Twin Cities Hospital in Templeton will

allow children, adolescents, adults and seniors to receive the treatment they need within their

own county. Wrap around mental health services will be available to them when they go home to

their nearby communities.

It seems like a no-brainer. The owner/developer is committed to building this much needed

hospital saving our county the expense of purchasing and building a similar hospital. The

location is within a greater complex of medical resources. Our loved ones will be able to get the

help they need within their own county.

The need is great. The time is now. Please do what you can to help this hospital be constructed.

Sincerely,

Karen Quezada

Sent from my iPad


