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EXHIBIT F 
 

General Goals of the Land Use Element 
 
 
A. GENERAL GOALS 
 
The following goals describe the fundamental purposes for the Land Use Element and 
Circulation Element.  These general goals provide the basis for defining the 13 land use 
categories and for determining the land areas to which they are applied.  More detailed goals, 
objectives and policies that address specific planning issues are presented in the other chapters 
of this report and in the area plans.  The provisions of the Land Use and Circulation Elements 
are designed to carry out these goals.  Proposed amendments to specific policies or the land 
use category maps should also carry out these goals.  The policies and provisions of the Land 
Use Element should: 

 
Environment 
1. Maintain and protect a living environment that is safe, healthful and pleasant for all 

residents by conserving nonrenewable resources and replenishing renewable resources. 
 
2. Balance the capacity for growth allowed by the Land Use Element with the sustained 

availability of resources. 
 
Air Quality 
3. Preserve and protect the air quality of the county by seeking to attain and maintain state 

and federal ambient air quality standards. 
 
4. Determine, and mitigate where feasible, the potential adverse air quality impacts of new 

development. 
 
5. Minimize the generation of air pollutants from projected growth by implementing land use 

policies and programs that promote and encourage the use of transportation alternatives 
to the single-passenger vehicle and minimize travel distance and trip generation. 

 
Population Growth 
6. Provide for a sustainable rate of orderly development within the planned capacities of 

resources and services and the county's and citizens' financial ability to provide them. 
 
Distribution of Land Uses 
7. Encourage an urban environment that is an orderly arrangement of buildings, structures 

and open space appropriate to the size and scale of development for each community. 
 
8. Maintain a distinction between urban and rural development by providing for rural uses 

outside of urban and village areas which are predominately agriculture, low-intensity 
recreation, residential and open space uses, which will preserve and enhance the 
pattern of identifiable communities. 

  
9. Identify important agricultural, natural and other rural areas between cities and 

communities and work with landowners to maintain their rural character. 
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10. Encourage the protection of agricultural land for the production of food, fiber, and other 
agricultural commodities. 

 
Phasing of Urban Development 
11. Design and maintain a land use pattern and population capacity that is consistent with 

the capacities of existing public services and facilities, and their programmed expansion 
where funding has been identified. 

 
12. Encourage the phasing of urban development in a compact manner, first using vacant or 

underutilized "infill" parcels and lands next to existing development. 
 
Residential Land Uses 
13. Locate urban residential densities within urban or village reserve lines near employment 

areas, while protecting residential areas from incompatible and undesirable uses. 
 
Commercial and Industrial Land Uses 
14. Designate a pattern of strategically located commercial and/or industrial areas 

compatible with overall land use that is convenient to patrons, realistically related to 
market demand and the needs of the community, and near areas designated for 
residential use. 

 
Public Services and Facilities 
15. Provide additional public resources, services and facilities to serve existing communities 

in sufficient time to avoid overburdening existing resources, services and facilities. 
 
16. Avoid the use of public resources, services and facilities beyond their renewable 

capacities, and monitor new development to ensure that its resource demands will not 
exceed existing and planned capacities or service levels. 

 
17. Finance the cost of additional services and facilities from those who benefit by providing 

for dedications, in-lieu fees or exactions. 
 
18. Locate new and additional public service facilities on existing public lands where 

feasible, allowing for sufficient buffers to protect adjacent rural and agricultural areas. 
 
Circulation 
19. Integrate land use and transportation planning in coordination with cities to ensure that 

traffic and transportation demands can be safely and adequately accommodated. 
 
20. Design a transportation system that provides safety within feasible economic and 

technical means, preserves important natural resources and features, promotes the 
esthetic quality of the region and minimizes adverse environmental changes. 

Administration 

21. Work toward minimizing administrative delays and costs to fee payers in the 
administration of the Land Use Element.  Simplify development review procedures and 
provide incentives for development to locate where plan policies encourage it to occur. 

 
22. Work closely with cities to provide continuity between city and county land use planning 

and to achieve common land use goals through reciprocal agreements. 


