
To: Annette Ramirez/ClerkRec/COSLO@Wings, 

Cc:

Bcc:

Subject: Fw: Item 13 ltr to Secretary Laird
From: Tommy Gong/ClerkRec/COSLO - Monday 10/26/2015 11:52 AM

              
----- Forwarded by Mark Hutchinson/PubWorks/COSLO on 10/26/2015 11:49 AM -----

From: "Susan Harvey" <ifsusan@tcsn.net>
To: <BoardOfSups@co.slo.ca.us>, 
Cc: <mhutchinson@co.slo.ca.us>
Date: 10/22/2015 05:23 PM
Subject: Item 13 ltr to Secretary Laird

Hi Cytasha – Please distribute our letter on Item 13 to the Supervisors.

Kind regards,

Susan Harvey, President

North County Watch

NCW BOS item 13 ltr to Secretary Laird 10-22-15.pdfNCW BOS item 13 ltr to Secretary Laird 10-22-15.pdf
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re: Agenda Item #13

Vicki Shelby  to:
Fmecham, Ahill, DArnold, lcompton, bgibson, 
cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder

10/26/2015 10:25 AM

Attached is a letter from the Davis' in opposition to this item.  We've also received calls from Colleen Enk 
and Joe Plummer in opposition to this letter being approved.

doc20151026102308.pdfdoc20151026102308.pdf

Vicki M. (Shelby) Fogleman
Legislative Assistant for
First District Supervisor Frank R. Mecham
1055 Monterey St., D430
San Luis Obispo CA 93408
(805) 781-4491/FAX (805) 781-1350

email: vshelby@co.slo.ca.us

"Thinking a smile all the time will keep your face youthful" - Frank G. Burgess
"Wrinkles should merely indicate where smiles have been" - Mark Twain
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Fw: Opposition to Estrella River Sand Mining Petition

Vicki Shelby  to:
Board of Supervisors, cr_board_clerk Clerk 
Recorder

10/26/2015 01:16 PM

Vicki M. (Shelby) Fogleman
Legislative Assistant for
First District Supervisor Frank R. Mecham
1055 Monterey St., D430
San Luis Obispo CA 93408
(805) 781-4491/FAX (805) 781-1350

email: vshelby@co.slo.ca.us

"Thinking a smile all the time will keep your face youthful" - Frank G. Burgess
"Wrinkles should merely indicate where smiles have been" - Mark Twain

----- Forwarded by Vicki Shelby/BOS/COSLO on 10/26/2015 01:16 PM -----

From: "Lorraine Steele" <lorraine.steele@verizon.net>
To: <fmecham@co.slo.ca.us>, <vshelby@co.slo.ca.us>
Cc: "'Lee Steele'" <lee.steele@verizon.net>
Date: 10/26/2015 01:11 PM
Subject: Opposition to Estrella River Sand Mining Petition

Dear Supervisor Meecham,

It has come to our attention that the topic of permitting for the Estrella Sand Mine will be discussed at this

Tuesday’s session of the Board of Supervisor’s Meeting.

We live directly across from the affected Estrella River bed and would like to go on record, again, that we are

opposed to the sand mining for the following reasons:

1. The County determined that all new mines would require a full EIR. Viborg received his permit

during a lame duck session of the County Board of Supervisors and managed to receive the approval

without submitting the required full EIR. When the surrounding residents challenged this, we were

unable to get an explanation as to why Viborg was able to sidestep this requirement.

2. In the first year of operation (last year), numerous complaints were filed with both Fish & Wildlife

and Code Enforcement due to non compliance with the Conditions of the Permit. As a result, we believe

the operation was required to cease and desist. Examples of non compliance include the following:

a. Activities in preparation for sand mining began prior to the date of permit approval

b. Multiple skimmers and heavy equipment in the river bed and staging area operated from

7:30am to 5pm or beyond. We believe the permit limited hours of operation from 8am – 5pm.

c. Uncontrolled and highly visible dust clouds settling on adjacent residential and ag properties
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from May thru September. We understand the permit required significant dust control

measures.

d. Extreme noise from the equipment

3. Potential longterm implications:

The section of the Estrella River that was mined last year is approximately the length of a football

field and was dropped 4 6 feet deep. Although we had a slim rainfall last winter, we observed a new

phenomena. A stagnant body of water formed in the mined area and sat there for almost four

months. What became clear is the river flow was impacted and the water built up into a “lake” near

our home. This is clearly a negative ramification of altering the natural stream bed. With the

upcoming El Nino, we could be at risk of experiencing a worse flood situation due to the streambed

alteration.

Along with our neighbors, we are quite worried about the resumption of the mining and continue to oppose

any future sand mining of the Estrella River.

Supervisor Meecham, we truly hope you will help the residents who live around the Estrella River by

supporting the Fish &Wildlife permit and compliance requirements. We urge you to oppose any attempt to

resume sand mining in the Estrella river.

If you need any further input, please let us know and we will do what we can to provide support.

Regards,

Lee and Lorraine Steele

San Miguel, CA 93451
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Fw: Sand Mine Letter

Frank Mecham  to:
Fmecham, Ahill, DArnold, lcompton, bgibson, 
cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder

10/26/2015 01:23 PM

Sent by: Vicki Shelby

Frank R. Mecham
District 1 Supervisor
1055 Monterey St. Rm. D430
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408
(805) 781-5450

FMecham@co.slo.ca.us
----- Forwarded by Vicki Shelby/BOS/COSLO on 10/26/2015 01:22 PM -----

From: Robert Behlendorf <robert.behlendorf@gmail.com>
To: fmecham@co.slo.ca.us
Date: 10/26/2015 12:19 PM
Subject: Sand Mine Letter

Date:             October 26, 2015

To:                 San Luis Obispo County Supervisor
                        Frank Mecham

From:           Bob and Becky Behlendorf

Re:                 Sand Mines

Dear Frank:

We have been made aware through the grapevine – no formal notice, even 
though our property is definitely affected – that the San Luis County Board 
of Supervisors will be discussing at tomorrow’s meeting the closing of north 
county sand mines by Viborg Construction and the SLO Dept. of Public 
Works interactions thereof.

Please be aware that Mr. Viborg has continually rejected all forms of formal 
authority in this matter. He has resisted repeated requests for an EIR to be 
performed before final permits would be issued for his sand mines. 
Instead, he elected last year to perform mining operations in the Estrella 
River on Airport Road without approval. Recently, he was forced to close 
this operation. State of California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
rightfully shut down his operation since he had not received approval from 
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that organization.

We understand that Mr. Viborg elected to close other sand mine operations 
to pressure the SLO County Dept. of Public Works to revisit his case. 

The Estrella mine is not located in “open country” as has been portrayed 
but rather in the heart of vineyard estates and small wineries which are 
severely impacted by the operation of a commercial sand mining 
enterprise.

We trust you will act in the best interests of your constituency and resist
this powerplay by Mr. Viborg.

Thank You

Becky and Bob Behlendorf      

Paso Robles, CA 93446

bob@behlendorf.com
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Fw: Oct. 27, 2015 BoS Meeting - Margarita Proud Comments attached for  
Agenda Item 13
Board of Supervisors   to: Annette Ramirez 10/26/2015 03:36 PM

Sent by: Juliane Hendricks

Here it is
----- Forwarded by Juliane Hendricks/BOS/COSLO on 10/26/2015 03:35 PM -----

From: Margarita Proud <margaritaproud@gmail.com>
To: SLO county Board of Supervisors <boardofsups@co.slo.ca.us>
Date: 10/26/2015 01:29 PM
Subject: Re: Oct. 27, 2015 BoS Meeting - Margarita Proud Comments attached for Agenda Item 13

Please distribute our attached comments regarding Item 13 to all Supervisors.  

MP10.26.15AI13.pdfMP10.26.15AI13.pdf



October 26, 2015

San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors

County Government Center Room D-430

San Luis Obispo, CA 93408

RE:  Agenda Item 13 - Proposed letter to California Secretary of Natural Resources John Laird.

 Margarita Proud is a Santa Margarita based community non-profit organization that 

represents a diverse group of San Luis Obispo county residents.  We support responsible 

planning principles and thoughtful leadership that takes a long range approach to the prosperity 

of all community members. The purpose of this letter is to express our concerns regarding the 

letter proposed in Agenda Item 13 and to urge your board to DENY the request presented.  The 

letter presents a view based on numerous factually inaccurate claims and comments.  This should 

be of concern to your board, if only from a perspective of professional credibility.  

Substantial evidence has NOT been presented to suggest: 

 That the choice of one miner to cease operation rather than comply with applicable permit 

conditions informs the presence of excessive regulatory burden by any specific state agency.

 That the well documented risks and harmful impacts associated with mining activity 

should be ignored in favor of relaxing state law.        

That “the local CEQA process, which is designed to, among other goals, ferret out the 

specific direct and cumulative effects of a project, was set aside in favor of a set of conditions 

that effectively deny the project”.  

That the destructive impacts of mining are less significant when created by small business.   

Impacts are a direct result of the operational details of specific projects and sites, not the 

identity of today’s operator.  Businesses that “epitomize small business” would appear to be 

a rather subjective definition to begin with, but particularly so when you consider that a 

conditional use permit transfers with the land, not with individuals.     

 That “the secondary economic and environmental effects of these regulatory actions are 

substantial”.

P.O. Box 769, Santa Margarita, Ca.  93453



 That claims of material shortages are anything more than industry propoganda. From 

Public Works Staff Report; "The Board also directed staff to define any impacts to the 

County's ability to continue with construction work that is dependent on sand and gravel.  At 

this point in time we have not been able to establish a measurable link between the loss of 

sand mines in the County and a shortage or cost increase in the construction materials 

(asphalt and concrete) derived from the raw sand and gravel. However, representatives of 

the sand mining industry caution that the inevitable closure of mines that cannot contend 

with the level of regulation imposed on the Templeton and Estrella mines will lead to 

higher costs for public construction projects."

That air pollution would increase as a result of the cited operator’s closures.

 That “downstream interests no longer have the benefits provided by the now closed 

existing mine, or the potential benefits that could have accrued from the new mine” - or

flooding hazard would increase as a result of this operator’s closures.  

 That the viewpoint presented by an applicant at Aug.18 public comment is anything more 

than that.1

The Salinas River is designated by the California State Water Resources Control Board as 

one of the most critical watersheds in California due to degrading habitats, exportation, over-use 

and non point pollution impacts on water quality.  It would seem prudent to proactively defend 

the potentially devastating effects of over-use of this critically important public resource.  In San 

Luis Obispo County, mining requires a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) in all land use categories2

precisely because the impacts of mining have been determined to be potentially deleterious. The 

fundamental purpose of a CUP is to determine the suitability of specific sites on a project by 

project basis.  This core purpose becomes more, not less, important as population and density 

increase.  Please exercise wise long-term vision and thoughtful leadership by refraining from 

sending a letter from your board that is riddled with embarrassing factual deficiencies.  

Respectfully Submitted,

David Ballantyne

Vice-President Margarita Proud

2

1 Paul Viborg, SLO County BoS Public Comment, Aug. 18, 2015

2 San Luis Obispo County Land Use Ordinance (LUO), Table 2-2


