authority to take action to approve, approve subject to conditions or disapprove a land use permit
application pursuant to that title; either the Planning Director, Subdivision Review Board,
Planning Commission, or Board of Supervisors.

Riparian

Associations of plant species that grow next to freshwater streams, lakes, springs, and other water
features.

Road, Agricultural, Private or Public

Agricultural: Access roads to fields, pastures or similar agricultural use. Does not include a
road to an agriculturally exempt building or structure which requires a county construction permit.

Private: Vehicular access to more than one lot of record; access to any industrial or commercial
occupancy; or vehicular access to a single parcel with more than two structures or four or more
dwelling units; belonging to, intended for or restricted to the use of a particular person(s), usually

the landowner or caretaker.

Public: Vehicular access to more than one lot of record; access to any industrial or commercial
occupancy; or vehicular access to a single parcel with more than two structures or four or more
dwelling units; under the management of a public agency and available for public use.

Right-of-Way

A public road, alley, pedestrian or other access right-of-way with width described in recorded
documents. Also includes rights-of-way for electric power transmission, oil and gas pipelines and
communications systems utilizing direct connections, such as cable TV, telephone, etc.

Rural Areas

Areas that are outside of urban and village reserve lines as designated in the San Luis Obispo
County General Plan.
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Salt Balance

An acceptable water quality state in a ground water basin where the inflow of dissolved solids (or
concentration of a specific use-limiting constituent) added from natural or man made sources is
in equilibrium with that quantity discharged with ground water and/or surface outflow from the

basin.

Scenic Resources

Visually unique or outstanding features of the landscape, such as unusual landforms, scenic vistas
and viewsheds that are viewed from public places such as a street, highway, park, or the coastline.

Sensitive Resource Area (SRA) Combining Designation

A mapped designation in the LUE that identifies areas having high environmental quality and
special ecological or educational significance and that have public value. These special features
create a need for more careful project review within SRAs.

Specialized Animal Facilities

Intensive agricultural and other animal care of keeping establishments including: hog ranches,
dairies, dairy and beef cattle feedlots (the distinction between a grazing operation and a feedlot is
established by the Land Use Ordinance and by the definition of "Animal Raising and Keeping");
livestock auction, sales building and sales lot facilities; chicken, turkey and other poultry ranches;
riding academies, equestrian exhibition facilities and large scale horse ranches; veterinary medical
facilities and service, animal hospitals and kennels; zoos. See also "Animal Raising and Keeping, "

"Crop Production and Grazing."

Species, Rare, Threatened or Endangered

Rare: A species whose existence meets either of the following criteria: (a) although not presently
threatened with extinction, the species is existing in such small numbers throughout all or a
significant portion of its range that it may become endangered if its environment worsens; or (b)
the species is likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future throughout all or a
significant portion of its range and may be considered "threatened” as that term is use in the

Federal Endangered Species Act.
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Threatened: A species whose survival and reproduction in the wild is in immediate jeopardy
from one or more causes, including loss in habitat, change in habitat, over harvesting, predation,
competition, disease, or other factors.

Endangered: A species which is in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion
of its range.

Stream

A body of water that flows at least periodically or intermittently through a bed or channel having
banks and supports fish or other aquatic life, including watercourses having surface or subsurface
flow that supports or that supported riparian vegetation. "Blue line" streams are mapped as dotted
or dashed blue lines on the U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute topographic quadrangle maps, and
are shown on the Combining Designation maps of the Land Use Element.

Structure

Any artifact constructed or erected, the use of which requires attachment to the ground, including
any building, but not including fences or walls six feet or less in height.

Structure, Accessory or Principal

Accessory: A structure, the use of which is incidental to that of a principal structure on the same
lot. May be either detached, or attached if part of the principal structure.

Principal: A building where the principal use of its lot and/or building site is conducted.

Urban Reserve Line (URL)

A boundary separating urban/suburban land uses and rural land uses that is based upon the needs
of individual communities for areas of additional growth during the 20-year term of the Land Use
Element. Urban reserve lines are mapped in the Land Use Element.

Village Reserve Line (VRL)

A boundary around settlements of greater density than surrounding rural areas and that are not
self-sufficient communities. The boundary distinguishes those developed areas from the
surrounding rural countryside. Village reserve lines are mapped in the Land Use Element.
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Watershed

The total land area that contributes water to a river, stream, lake, or other body of water.
Synonymous with drainage area, drainage basin and catchment.

Water Quality

Those physical and chemical constituent criteria that determine and/or limit the uses of water for
municipal, industrial, recreational and agricultural purposes (i.e. temperature, turbidity, total
dissolved solids, specific dissolved chemicals, biological constituents, etc.).

Wetland

Lands that may be permanently or seasonally covered by shallow water and supports specially
adapted vegetation. Wetlands may be seasonal, such as vernal pools, alkali seeps and seasonal
freshwater marshes; or they may be perennial, such as tidal salt marshes, bogs and perennial
freshwater marshes.
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APPENDIX H: TRAILS POLICY

Source:

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY

TRAILS POLICY

Approved by Board of Supervisors
June 26th, 1990

"San Luis Obispo County Trails Plan", approved by Parks & Recreation Commission
October 17, 1991; Approved by Board of Supervisors November 26, 1991.

CATEGORY I ROUTING:

A.

To route public trails over public lands whenever possible, using the specific
physical/operational criteria listed in Category II as a general means of prioritizing
development. Where public lands are not available, or where significant environmental
or economic impacts are identified, routing across private property may be considered only
in the following instances:

1. As funds are available, across those lands where a willing-seller has been
identified; provided that sufficient funds are available for on-going maintenance and
the assumption of liability responsibility and insurance for as long as the public
trail shall exist.

2. As a condition of approval in conjunction with a significant development proposal
or subdivision, excluding lands which remain in active agricultural production, i.e.,
crop production and grazing, nursery specialties, and specialized animal facilities,
as defined by the Land Use Element; provided it can be clearly shown that the
easement dedication being sought is in balance with the level of development being

proposed.

To fully indemnify, protect and hold harmless (including all costs and attorney's fees)
private property owners who dedicate or grant a public trails easement from, and against,
those risks and damages which arise out of the usage of the trail easement by the public
and which, in good conscience, should not be borne by the private property owner.

To assure that if, for any reason, the public trail easement is abandoned, or if the liability
acceptance is discontinued, the trail easement shall revert to underlying property owner(s).
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D. To assure the reasonable protection of adjacent public and private properties. Security to
protect the neighboring private property may include:

1. Trail fencing to encourage the prevention of trespass of trail users onto neighboring
land and/or the activities of the neighboring land uses, from infringing on the trail
activities.

2. As necessary, the imposition of enforceable limitations on the trail use; including,

but not limited to, the posting of rules and regulations, patrolling to guarantee the
security of both the trail users and neighboring properties, and/or the prohibition
of firearms on the trails.

3, Where feasible a system of permits to assure that the user knows and understands
the safe and appropriate use of county trails.

CATEGORY II PRIORITIZING:

It is the policy of San Luis Obispo County to prioritize the development of public trails on the
basis of nine specific physical/operational criteria. These criteria are listed below. Each is
assigned a potential 10 points, resulting in a total possible point value of 90. The number of points
assigned under each criteria may vary from zero to ten, depending upon the specific characteristics
of a proposed trail. Trails achieving the greatest total point value under these criteria, will be

afforded first priority for detailed planning and development.

It is important to note that the numerical rating of any trail proposal is highly subjective and is
intended only to provide a means of separating the low from the high priority proposals. These
ratings are not intended to be the sole means by which trails of roughly equal value are prioritized

and/or funded.

When a ranking is to be completed on future unranked trails, input shall be requested from the San
Luis Obispo County Agricultural Liaison Committee as to an appropriate ranking for Section 6--
Environmental Impacts, and Section 9--Environmental and Other Land-Use Impacts.

Any trail proposed for development, must have the existing land use category clearly identified.
The identification of the land, as Public Lands or Recreational, will increase the priority for the

proposed trail.
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1. Trail Purpose: 0-10 points

A. Provides a key connection within a statewide or regional trail system to existing
State, County, Municipal, Public facilities, or the National Forest lands within the

county.
(Suggested ranking--10 points)

B. Provides a loop trail that may be accessed within a day-hike by normal hikers with

a return trip.
(Suggested ranking--5 points)

C. Provides a single-strand, "stand-alone" trail facility for general public use.
(Suggested ranking--0 points)

2 Estimated Public Use: 0-10 points

Estimated public use in visitor use days/year. Both immediate and future estimated use
shall be accounted as follows:

Estimated Immediate Use= v.u.d. year
+ Estimated Future (10 Yrs) Use= v.u.d. year
= Total Estimated Immediate & Future Use_ v.u.d. year

Assign 1 point/2000 Total Estimated and Future v.u.d./Year to a Maximum of Ten Points.

3 Anticipated Mix of Users: 0-10 points

A. Handicapped (may include any of the other three types of users).
(Suggested Ranking--10 points)

B. Multiple use except handicapped (may include equestrians and/or bicycles together
with hikers).
(Suggested Ranking--5 points)

C. Single-use only (e.g. hikers).
(Suggested Ranking--0 points)

4. Trail Features: 0-10 points

A. Provides an outstanding scenic experience.
(Suggested Ranking--10 points)
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B. Traverses unique terrain with moderate scenic values.
(Suggested Ranking--5 points)

C. Provides pleasant scenery, but no outstanding or unique natural features.
(Suggested Ranking--0 points)

5. Accessibility: 0-10 points

A. Readily accessible to urban residents without travel.
(Suggested Ranking--10 points)

B. Accessible to urban residents within 10 miles or 15 minutes travel time.
(Suggested Ranking--5 points)

C. Accessible outside 10 miles/15 minutes.
(Suggested Ranking--0 points)

6. Environmental Impacts: 0-10 points

A, No significant environmental effects.
(Suggested Ranking--10 points)

B. Potentially significant effects, but can be mitigated at reasonable expense.
(Suggested Ranking--5 points)

c. Mitigation measures very costly, or of questionable effectiveness.
(Suggested Ranking--0 points)

7 Cost of Development (Including Acquisition Cost): 0-10 points

A. Trail exists or is almost ready to go with no capital expenditures necessary.
(Suggested Ranking--10 points)

B. Physical improvements and/or capital expenditures are minimal.
(Suggested Ranking--5 points)

C. Physical improvements and/or capital expenditures are considerable.
(Suggested Ranking--0 points)

8. Cost of Maintenance: 0-10 points

A, Estimated County costs for maintenance are minimal.
(Suggested Ranking--10 points)
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B. Estimated County costs for maintenance are moderate.
(Suggested Ranking--5 points)

Cs Estimated County costs for maintenance are high.
(Suggested Ranking--0 points)

9. Agricultural and Other Land-Use Impacts: 0-10 points

A. No impacts.
(Suggested Ranking--10 points)

B. Moderate impacts, mitigated by trail design, maintenance and security.
(Suggested Ranking--5 points)

s Severe impacts, no acceptable means of mitigation available.
(Suggested Ranking--0 points)

Photo Courtesy of Lon Allen, Atascadero News
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AGRICULTURAL AND OTHER LAND USE IMPACTS

I, SECURITY There may be a rise in rural crime, including theft, vandalism, and burglary,
requires that appropriate protection measures are instituted to protect adjacent agricultural

lands.

Security mitigation measures may include, fencing, buffer, set-backs, prohibition of
firearm use, trail patrolling, hours of trail operation, and the posting of specific rules and
regulations for trail use.

Mitigation measures must also include provisions for the closure of troublesome or
hazardous trails.

2. SAFETY The need to protect the environment, adjoining private property and trail users
is of extreme importance. Safety requires protection of adjacent lands from impacts such
as imported trail user contaminants, fire, erosion, sanitary concerns and other natural and

man-made hazards.

Safety mitigation measures may include, buffering of trails from agricultural lands,
creation of appropriate fuel breaks, installation of adequate sanitation facilities, and

adequate law enforcement.

Mitigation measures must also include provisions for appropriate notification and actions,
when standard and customary agricultural practices, fire concerns, or other health hazards,
temporarily conflict with the normal use of the trails.

3. LIABILITY With the increase in liability activity in the courts today, it is important to
provide maximum protection for agricultural land adjacent to public trails.

Liability mitigation measures should include protection of the agriculturalist and
agricultural operation from legal actions, on the part of trail users. Such actions may result
from accidents where standard and customary agricultural operations, equipment, or
natural and man-made facilities could be considered an attractive nuisance under the law.
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APPENDIX I: CAMBRIA'S PARKS, RECREATION AND
OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN

The following is an excerpt from Cambria's Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan,
adopted by the Cambria Community Services District, November 21, 1994.
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CHAPTER IV - OPEN SPACE
Introduction

Open space lands maintain the community’s quality of life and strengthen the local economy by
augmenting or maintaining tourism. The primary purpose of open space is the protection of an
area’s amenities such as its natural, cultural and scenic resources. This protection provides
community identity and quality by maintaining the physical features which define a community and
by providing passive recreation opportunities on protected lands. Within Cambria, open space
resources generally include portions of the following: the Santa Rosa Creek corridor, the beach
areas (including tidal, shoreline and bluff areas), Monterey pine forests, watersheds, cultural
resources and wetland areas.

According to the California Outdoor Recreation Plan - 1988, environmental quality is a major
public concern. In recent surveys, nearly 95% of the respondents agreed that protection of the
natural environment was important for outdoor recreation, and 86.5% thought that destruction of the |
natural environment was a significant problem in California. According to the Outdoor Recreation

" Plan, the public’s concem for environmental quality will become stronger as communities continue -
to urbanize. The benefits of open space lands are not limited to : !
the protection of environmental quality. By also providing ; o s
passive recreation, such lands supply opportunities for
environmental education and community recreation such as multi-
use trails, benches, and viewing platforms. An advantage of such
passive activities is that they can be provided close to home
within a remaining natural environment.

Open space resources in Cambria currently include CDPR and
County beach and bluff areas and the lands administered under
the County’s transfer of development credit (TDC) program. !
As noted in Table 6, along Cambria’s coast roughly 2 miles of WL IR e . |
shoreline open space has been protected through County and :

State efforts. The lower portion of Santa Rosa Creek is protected within the Santa Rosa Creek
Natural Preserve (approximately 25 acres).'” As of 1993, the Land Conservancy has obtained
approximately 100 lots (roughly 4 acres), with the majority of lots protected in the Fern Canyon
area. Future open space lands will largely result from public acquisition and conditions placed on

1 cambria’s TDC program is administer by the County of San Luis Obispo. Under the TDC program,
approved non-profits may sell development credits. Presently the SLO Land Conservancy is the non-profit
selling development credits in Cambria. Under the current system, a person may increase the size of a
Cambria residence (beyond the maximum gross structural area designated by the County) if they purchase a
TDC. With the TDC money the Conservancy obtains open space lots in two places, i.e.,, Fem Canyon and
the Highway 1 Scenic Corridor.

12 The Santa Rosa Creek Natural Preserve is part of San Simeon State Park.
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new development.

GOAL #3. Create and preserve an open space system in Cambria to conserve, restore and
enhance local resources and provide passive recreation.

4,1 Resources

Objectives:

A. Protect and enhance Cambria’s significant resources and aesthetic qualities to maintain
Cambria’s character, quality of life, and economic viability.

B. Provide community education and passive recreation (such as trails, viewing platforms, and
benches) in open space areas as long as resources can be maintained in essentially a natural

state.

Implementing Policies:

4.1.1 Preserve those significant local resources identified in the plan (such as Monterey pine
forests, the Santa Rosa Creek corridor, riparian corridors, and cultural and coastal resources)

as open space.

4.1.2 Confer with appropriate local, State, and Federal agencies that protect and preserve natural -
resources when designing open space projects.

4.1.3 Provide community education and appreciation of open space areas by providing interpretive
displays and other features that explain the importance and history of local resources. Trails
and other passive recreation facilities may be developed; however, the majority of the site
should be preserved in an essentially natural state.

4.1.4 Encourage the County to work with private property owners to:

a. Adequately protect Cambria’s significant habitat areas, native forest lands, important view
corridors, viewsheds, and gateways.

b. Protect as open space or parkland blocks of undeveloped land if such land is suitable for
open space, parks or recreation. See Appendix D for a list of potential park and/or open

space sites.

4.2 Open Space Projects

Objective:
C. Provide open space sites that protect significant resources for the appreciation of current and
future populations.

11/21/94 19
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Implementing Projects: "

4.2.1 Work with property owners to encourage preservation of the following areas as open space:

a. Santa Rosa Creek Corridor. Preserve the Santa Rosa Creek corridor extending from
Coast Union High School to Shamel Park. Santa Rosa Creek corridor provides valuable
habitat and important scenic value. Open space would be contained within the creek
corridor and creek setback. Active park and recreation facilities would generally be
located outside the creek setback; passive recreation (such as trails, creek crossings,
viewing platforms, and benches) would sporadically be located within the setback area.
Protecting the creek corridor as open space would also reduce public safety concerns
(flooding hazards).

b. Fern Canyon. This area is being protected through a Transfer of Development Credit
Program sponsored by the County of San Luis Obispo. This open space resource
includes valuable habitat, forest lands, scenic value, and potential trail connections.

c. Pine Knolls. Resources in this area are located within Sheffield Canyon. This site -
provides valuable habitat, forest lands, scenic value, and the potential for trails.

d. East-West Ranch. This area includes:

1. The pine forest located in the property’s south east and south central sections, which
contain forest lands, habitat area and potential trail connections; and

2. The ocean frontage, forming a protected bluff area suitable for pedestrian trails and a
wide open space corridor. Protection of this area is important as an open space corridor
to protect marine habitat, and provide a buffer between development and future

shoreline erosion.

e. Vacant Parcels Adjacent to East-West Ranch. These adjacent vacant parcels, located west
of Trenton Drive and east of East-West Ranch should be preserved (as feasible) to provide
neighborhood access, protect native forest lands and associated habitat.

f. Forested Canyon Between Burton Drive & School House Lane. This siteis located
near the Santa Lucia Middle School. It contains forest area, habitat and the potential for
trails.

g. San Simeon Creek Area. This site is located near the community of San Simeon along
San Simeon Creek. In this area the CCSD owns approximately 105 acres. The San
Simeon site contains valuable habitat as well as park and recreation opportunities.

13 Refer to the Cambria Park, Recreation and Open Space Map for the location of these projects (see
page 22).
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Through a joint use agreement with the CDPR added habitat preservation could occur as
well as the provision of additional recreation opportunities.

CT Ranch Monterey Pine Forest Land. This site.is located in the northern portion of

Cambria, incorporating the CT Ranch Incorporated lands of Monterey pine forest. This
open space resource includes valuable habitat, forest lands, scenic value and potential trail

connections.

Strawberry Canyon. This site is located in the Lodge Hill Neighborhood. All or a portion

of Strawberry Canyon should be set aside as open space to protect Monterey pine habitat.
and provide trail access from Burton Drive to Randall Drive and the YMCA Camp.

j. Ramsey Open Space. This site is located between Highway 1 and Ramsey Drive.

11/21/94

Portions of this site have been protected through a Transfer of Development Credit
Program sponsored by San Luis Obispo County. Open space in this area would protect
Monterey pine habitat, provide a buffer between Highway 1 and adjacent development to
the east (visual and noise), and provide a corridor for neighborhood access to the Santa

Rosa Creek Trail.
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(3) RODEO GROUNDS ROAD COMMUNITY PARK

(%) EAST VILLAGE MINI-PARK {EXACT LOCATION
70 BE DETERMINED)

(5) CAMBRIA REGIONAL PARK
() COAST UNION HIGH SCHOOL
(7) SANTA LUCIA MIDDLE SCHOOL
(8) CAMBRIA GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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CAMP YEAGER

(3 vMca camp

(i2) STATE PARK LANDS
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ANDY'S GARDEN

(13 SBLEY RANCH TRAILS

SANTA ROSA CREEK TRAIL

(7) STRAWBERRY CANYON TRAIL

RAMSEY TRAIL/OPEN SPACE

(19 MOONSTONE BEACH TRAIL

EAST-WEST RANCH TRAILS

(2) NORTH—EAST CAMBRIA TRAIL

@ JOINT USE AGREEMENTS (INDODR RECREATION)
(23) SANTA ROSA CREEK CORRIDOR

FERN GANYON OPEN SPACE

(5) PINE KNOLLS
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TRENTON DRIVE OPEN SPACE

@ BURTON DR, FORESTED CANYON

SAN SIMEON CREEK AREA

(30) CT RANCH FORESTED LANDS

@ CAMBRIA REHABILITATION AND FITNESS CENTER
(3 SANTA ROSA CREEK PRESERVE

(33 VALLEY VIEW TRAIL

(35 SANTA LUCIA TRAIL

CAMBRIA LOOP TRAIL

(87) STRAWBERRY CANYON OPEN SPACE

(38) RAMSEY OPEN SPACE
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AR FORCE HOUSING HOMEOWNER'S ASSOCIATION SITE
(#) FERN CANYON TRAIL

(@3 PINE STREET TRAIL

(@3) EXISTING STATE PARK TRAILS

(A ccsD wwTP

VETERAN'S MEMORIAL BUILDING

©CGEARN

CAMBRIA'S PARKS, RECREATION, & OPEN SPACE

EXISTING FACILITIES PROPOSED FACILITIES

=
NORTH COAST ENGINEERING INC.
715 24th St SUTE O, PASO ROBLES, 230-3127

12/12/94

ADOPTED BY THE CCSD BOARD
OF DIRECTORS NOVEMBER 21, 1894
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«+ THESE ARE POTENTIAL SITES ONLY, ALL SITES WOULD NOT BE DEVELOPED
AS PARK AND/OR OPEN SPACE. SEE APPENDIX-D FOR MORE DETAILS.
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TRAILS+
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APPENDIX J: PRODUCTION AGRICULTURE
DETERMINATION

Introduction

The need for the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office to make a determination if an agricultural
operation is of an adequate scope and size to be considered “production agriculture” occurs in the
context of providing buffer protection, evaluating agricultural subdivisions, lot line adjustments,
general plan amendments (zoning), planning area standards, and occasionally with grading permit
issues. The need for such a determination has been proposed for the Agriculture and Open Space
Element in order to determine the applicability of open space policies to property with agricultural
uses.

Lands zoned agriculture, or in a conservation program, or lands currently committed to a sustained
productive agriculture practice are eligible for a production agriculture determination. This
determination is to be made by the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office based upon production
agriculture criteria utilized during review of project referrals.

Utilization of criteria: Production agriculture criteria provide for general considerations when

making a determination. It should be stressed that each site/operation is unique and some level
of professional judgement is necessary when utilizing the criteria and making a determination.

Production Agricultural Criteria

» Agricultural Use Parcel Size
> U.C. Cooperative Extension literature and acreage guidelines.
> Agricultural preserve program minimum acreage eligibility criteria.
> Consideration of the type of crop or cropping pattern.
» Unique site and geographic features.
® Agricultural Practices
> The use of heavy equipment or other substantial power equipment.
> The use of employees, contract or lease agreements.
> The use of agriculturally labeled pesticides (i.e., restricted materials permit or

operator ID number).
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