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May 30, 2015 

 

 

Subject: Appeal of DRC2013-00028/ 8530 Vineyard Drive, Paso Robles/Willow Creek NewCo, LLC 

Dear Supervisor  Mecham: 

I am writing to you in support of the denial or modification of the minor use permit for Willow 

Creek NewCo, LLC of Costa Mesa and upholding of the appeal.  

The primary objection is the minor use permit which allows 20 events (reduced from a request 

of 25) of 200 people, 20 rehearsals of 50 people, and an unlimited number of non-profit events is an 

unreasonable request. Pasolivo could have over 3 events a month for a year not including the non-profit 

events or have 30 events in one month.  The report notes that authorization shall remain valid for a 

period of 10 years from the effective date. This is not an approval for “temporary events”. 

I read in the Planning file that,  

“In 2009, the County of San Luis Obispo Board of Supervisors provided an interpretation on a Temporary 

Event definition, time limits and relation to Agriculture and Ag Policy 6”. This agriculture and rural 

residential area has changed since 2009 with many family owned wineries and orchards being bought by 

corporations.  The owners no longer live on site or have homes in other locations and only spend a small 

percentage of their time in the Paso Robles area.  I mention this because the desire and necessary 

capital for commercial operations such as serving lunch, tasting rooms, cooking lessons, symposiums, 

conferences, retail sales and events such as weddings and rehearsals, music festivals, helicopter rides, 

large dinners under huge tents with dancing, tours of caves and vineyards, hikes, and similar events is 

here and being invested.   A minor use permit was approved for Pasolivo in 2007 and vested in 2012 for 

a public tasting component with a special event program with up to 6 events a years with a maximum of 

80 attendees.  It is unclear from the records if the “special event program” was approved in 2007 or 

vested in 2012 but this is a much more reasonable request and I imagine more closely reflects the Board 

of Supervisors interpretation of the Temporary Events definition in 2009. 

Fast forward six years  to 2015, the continued popularity and investment in the Paso Robles 

Wine Country calls for a revision of the ordinances and laws that control temporary events.  As in reality, 

they are not temporary but have special use buildings such as the tasting rooms, outdoor patios, guest 

bathrooms and the potential for thousands of visitors annually.  For example, this application has the 

potential for 5000 people (4000 event/1000 rehearsal) plus an unlimited number of nonprofit event 

attendees. This is in addition to the olive oil tasting room that is open 7 days a week. To put it in 

perspective, most commercial businesses and offices located in commercial zones do not have this kind 

of traffic even within the City of Paso Robles. 
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Here are the 2009 Board of Supervisor findings and the determination of why the decision that 

found DRC2013-00028 in compliance with the findings is wrong and oversteps the authority given by the 

Board. 

“2. The Board of Supervisors makes the following interpretation regarding the application of  Section 

22.30.610 of the Land Use Ordinance, Title 22 of the County Code: 

a.  That a single Minor Use Permit can authorize multiple temporary events per site and the 

Review Authority will set a finite time limit for the life of the permit as part the action 

taken on the permit.” 

The proposal by Willow Creek NewCo, LLC is that the temporary event permit run with the land 

as the events are “associated with, and supportive of, an on-going commercial agricultural operation”. 

The report notes that “This authorization for Temporary Events, once vested, shall remain valid for a 

period of 10 years from its effective date:” The Supervisors already determined in 2009 that the Review 

Authority will set a finite time limit for the life of the permit.    I would argue that 10 years for a 

temporary use is being made in direct conflict with the Supervisor’s intent. It is also hard to make the 

case that weddings, rehearsals, and corporate dinners are supportive of the olive oil agricultural 

business.  

Additionally, county or city ordinances and laws dealing with temporary or special events are 

minor use permits (MUP) or conditional use permits (CUP) routinely impose a six month review with 

notice to property owners within a potentially affected distance to determine if the conditions are 

adequate and that the applicant is abiding by the conditions.  For example, are they turning off the 

amplified music at 9 pm or waiting until 10 pm when the Sheriff’s Department enforces noise violations. 

If at the 6 month review, the conditions are being met, then an annual review is required.  However, if 

violations occur then the MUP or CUP can be modified or revoked.  This is clearly written in the 

conditions for the applicant so there is no mistaking that the permit can be modified or revoked if 

violations occur. A list of the kind of event, date and time with the maximum number of people should 

be submitted to the Planning Department so that there is accountability. A planner should be assigned 

to periodically check if there are violations or legitimate complaints to warrant review of the MUP. Staff 

is recommending that the neighbors be the enforcers of the rules by having to contact an on-site 

operator if they have issues with the events.  They also write that “contact information for county Code 

Enforcement to be used if members of the public have complaints about the operation”.  It should be a 

7 day a week, 9 am to midnight number and the officer should respond to document the complaint.  The 

residents cannot be and should not be the enforcers of a minor use permit. Temporary events are 

allowed to go from 10 am and end by 10 pm each day. Amplified music must stop by 9 pm. Guests must 

leave by 10:30 pm. I ask you all if you’d like to have the potential for multiple events every month to 

take place next to where you live with amplified music from 10 am to 9 pm.  

 

b. “That Temporary Events are defined as “any use of a structure of land for an event for a 

limited period of time where the site is not to be permanently altered by grading or 
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construction”. That the use of existing structures temporarily during events, and grading 

not required a grading permit, does not constitute permanent alteration of the site.  Also, 

that the interior remodeling of an existing structure that is limited to that needed to meet 

building occupancy and ADA requirements without expanding the building footprint, is not 

permanent alteration of the site. “ 

Willow Creek NewCo, LLC notes that they are completing all the improvements for their 

agricultural business regardless of the approval of the temporary uses. This will allow the Board to more 

easily deny or continue the discussion on the temporary uses.  Approval of the temporary uses is not 

necessary for the agricultural portion of the project to go forward.   

With that said, the property will be impacted by the  event types that they are proposing such as 

weddings, rehearsals, corporate dinners, culinary and art shows, and the unlimited nonprofit events. 

The parking area will have to sustain parking for up to 200 attendees, plus caterers, musicians, and all 

the other service people that go along with an event.  Water, septic, and trash services will all need to 

be upgraded. A condition of the County is to open the second access on to Vineyard Drive before the 

events start. This is pretty clear evidence that the new driveway is also for servicing the events and thus 

a permanent alteration of the site.  I do believe it is good not to pave the event parking but there should 

be a condition that the parking must have parking attendants and traffic control.  A condition should 

also be added that if this area ever has material laid such as decomposed granite, asphalt or any other 

material it should be required to have an amendment to the minor use permit. 

c. “That the applicable Review Authority shall continue to make a determination of what 

constitutes primary agricultural use and allowable secondary and incidental uses on a case 

by case basis in consultation with the Agriculture Department pursuant to existing 

Agriculture and Open Space Policy 6.” 

In the Planning file, I did not find the Agriculture Department determination. However, the 

annual potential for 5000 attendees with all the event support staff in conjunction with a seven day a 

week olive oil tasting room is a commercial venue in an agricultural and rural residential land use and 

zone. This number does not include the unlimited number of nonprofit events that could take place on 

the site. Additionally, the wording referring to uses , “hypothetically and not limited to” should be 

eliminated. The County should specifically list the uses allowed.  A carnival is an example of a use that is 

not compatible in an agricultural and rural residential area, and could be allowed under this approval if 

they restricted the attendees to 200 at any one time.  

Pasolivo should be primarily an agricultural use and not a tourist destination first. Weddings and 

rehearsals do not support the agricultural use.  The uses need to be specific and 40 events (20 +20 

rehearsal) not including nonprofit events is over 3 events a month, and has the potential to greatly 

impact the area with traffic, noise, light, etc. 

I implore you to protect the property rights of those who live in Paso Robles Wine Country.  Many 

have spent their entire lives in the area or spent retirement savings to live in a rural residential and 

agricultural area.  The noise, traffic, light, and disruption cause by this request and future requests 
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compromises the resident’s quality of life. It threatens the current pastoral appeal of the area for 

residents and tourists. 

 Please continue your decision on the event portion of this application in order to give it your full 

consideration and allow staff to give you a comprehensive 2015 report on the Paso Robles Wine 

Country. It should analyze the consequences of up to 200-300 existing wineries and olive producers 

holding special events for thousands of people annually. 

Respectfully, 

Glenn A. Faulk 

Retired Firefighter 
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