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PROJECT REVIEW 
 
Background 
 
The 313 acre land holding consists of three legal parcels ranging in size from approximately 
85.9 acres to 137.8 acres that are subject to a Land Conservation Contract and an amendment 
to that contract (to add land).  The original contract was entered into by Alvin Algee under 
Resolution No. 86-90 (recorded February 27, 1986 as Document Number 11231, in Book 2805, 
Pages 75 through 89, inclusive).  Amendment No. 1 to that contract was also entered into by 
Alvin Algee (under Resolution No. 2005-410, recorded December 19, 2005 as Document 
Number 2005105561).  Assessor Parcel No. 043-091-053 appears to have been left out of the 
original contract in 1986, however it is not a separate legal parcel.  The landowner is requesting 
that this property be included in the request for a new land conservation contract.  This involves 
expanding the boundaries of the agricultural preserve to include this property. 
 
In 2007 the land owner served the county with a Notice of Nonrenewal to stop the annual 
renewal of the Land Conservation Contract (Document No: 2007-067340). The contract was set 
to expire on February 25, 2017.  The land owner has decided to keep the property in the 
Williamson Act program. 
 
Site and Area Characteristics 
 
The property has a long history of agricultural use.  Currently the property has 73 acres of 
irrigated vineyard, and 141 acres of irrigated alfalfa.  The property has a 900 gallon per minute 
well at a well depth of 400 feet and 8,000 gallons of storage capacity. The property also has a 
reservoir.  Some portions of the property are uncultivated but would be suitable for use as 
irrigated vineyards, dry farm or rangeland.  
 
The following table shows the Natural Resources Conservation Service soils rating of the 
property:  
 

If Irrigated If Non-Irrigated

1 4 na na 20 45 4 69

2 4 na na na 10 na 10

4 4 1 na 21.5 86 1.5 110

6 6 72 51.5 na na 0.5 124

Totals 73 51.5 41.5 141 6 313
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Exhibit A shows the location, topography, and land use designations of the site and adjacent 
properties. 
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Compliance with the Rules of Procedure 
The Rules of Procedure provides that a property must first be under an Agricultural Preserve in 
order to qualify for a Land Conservation Contract as an individual property.  Although all the 
acreage (except for the 2.53 acre property to be added) is under a previously established 
agricultural preserve, (El Pomar Agricultural Preserve No. 10) it should be noted that the 
property meets the current eligibility requirements for a prime land Agricultural Preserve with 73 
acres of Class 4 & 6 soil in irrigated vineyard and 141 acres of Class 4 or better soil in irrigated 
alfalfa. 
  
The property is also eligible for a new Land Conservation Contract based on the 73 acres of 
Class 4 & 6 soil in irrigated vineyard and 141 acres of Class 4 or better soil in irrigated alfalfa. 
 
Minimum Parcel Size for Conveyance 
Because the property is fairly large and approximately 1/3 of it (99 acres) is not cultivated, it is 
appropriate to use the mixed use averaging formula to establish the appropriate minimum parcel 
size for conveyance.  Appendix E of the Rules of Procedure establishes procedures for 
determining minimum parcel sizes for conveyance or subdivision of land with mixed agricultural 
use or potential use.  As is customary, the property’s fallow or unplanted acreage has been 
grouped under the dry land Class 3 & 4 or Class 6 & 7 classification for the purposes of 
calculating minimum parcel size.   
 

 
The mixed use calculation for this property is as follows: The property size of 313 acres divided 
by 5.82 (the total fractional proportions) is 53.8 which is rounded up to an 80 acre minimum 
parcel size category in Table 1 of the Rules of Procedure.   
 
The appropriate term of the contract is 20 years since the site is located over one mile from the 
nearest urban reserve line and is not adjacent to a village reserve line. 
 
Agricultural Preserve Review Committee (APRC) 
The following is an excerpt from the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Agricultural Preserve 
Review Committee held on September 29, 2014, at the U.C. Cooperative Extension Auditorium, 
2156 Sierra Way, San Luis Obispo, California, at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Terry Wahler: presents the staff report, describes the agricultural uses on the property, the soils 
capability and the basis for eligibility.   
 
Dan Lloyd, agent, explains the land owner desires to remain in the Williamson Act program. 
 
Lynda Auchinachie asks about additional vineyard plantings with Dan Lloyd responding that 27 
acres were added within the last 18 months.  
 

Irrigated Class 4 and 6/ Irrigated Vineyard 73 40 1.83

Irrigated Class 4 or better/ Alfalfa 141 40 3.53

Non-Irrigated Class 4 47 160 0.30

Non-Irrigated Class 6 52 320 0.16

Total 313 5.82

Land Capability / Agricultural Use
Minimum Parcel 

Size

Fractional 

Portion 
Acres
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The Review Committee discusses the request. 
 
Bill Robeson: Opens Public Comment with no one coming forward. 
 
Following the discussion, Dick Nock moved to recommend to the Board of Supervisors 
approval of this request to alter the boundaries of an Agricultural Preserve to add land 
and rescind an existing Land Conservation Contract and enter into a new Land 
Conservation Contract for property that is currently in non-renewal.  Preserve 
Designation: El Pomar Agricultural Preserve No. 10, Amendment No. 3; Minimum Parcel 
Size: 80 acres. Minimum term of Contract: 20 years. This motion was seconded by 
Jennifer Anderson and unanimously approved on an 8-5 vote with the Farm Advisor, 
Farm Bureau, Soil Science, Public at Large and Land Conservancy of San Luis Obispo 
County members being absent. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The Agricultural Preserve Review Committee and Planning Commission recommend approval 
of this request to alter the boundaries of an agricultural preserve to the Board of Supervisors as 
follows: 
 

Preserve Designation:   El Pomar Agricultural Preserve No. 10,  
Amendment No. 3 
 

Minimum Parcel Size:   80 Acres 
 
Minimum Term of Contract:  20 Years 

 
FINDINGS 
 

A. The proposed amendment of this agricultural preserve is consistent with the San Luis 
Obispo County General Plan, including the Land Use Element, the Agriculture Element, 
the Conservation and Open Space Element, and the County's Rules of Procedure to 
Implement the California Land Conservation Act of 1965 since the preserve is being 
adjusted to reflect new property boundaries and the agricultural land uses and 
agricultural productivity will be unchanged. 

 
B. The proposed amendment of this agricultural preserve is appropriate and consistent with 

the rural character of the surrounding area. 
 

C. The proposed land conservation contract and the site’s long term commercial 
agricultural use are appropriate and consistent with the character of the surrounding 
area. 

 
 
 
Report prepared by Terry Wahler 
Land Conservation Program 
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