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http://www.sloevc.org/bdc-cluster

Building Design & Construction

November 21, 2014

Board of Supervisors

County of San Luis Obispo

County Government Center, Room D-430

San Luis Obispo, CA 93408

Re: Affordable Housing Fund

Dear Board of Supervisors,

On behalf of the Building, Design and Construction (BD&C) Cluster of the Economic 

Vitality Corporation (EVC) Economic Strategy Project, we wish to express our support of 

Staff�s recommendation to maintain the Inclusionary Housing fees at the current Year 1 rate

of 20% of Title 29 fees, with a construction cost adjustment of 4.9%.

While the homebuilding industry has seen some gains, the majority of economists 

agree that recovery will be slower and more gradual than in past years, due in part to a

decline in housing affordability. The data presented in the staff report aligns with a recent 

study by BW Research, on behalf of the Workforce Investment Board, which found that 

while wages are lower in San Luis Obispo County for most occupational categories, our 

housing costs are 50% above the national average. This further substantiates a lack of 

opportunity for our workforce to realize homeownership, where even the compromise of 

location, type and setting are not sufficient to bring home prices within reach. 

The BD&C cluster has been working closely with County staff to identify and 

implement initiatives focused on increasing the effectiveness of affordable and workforce 

housing policy, as well as convening community stakeholders to evaluate private industry 

solutions.

We urge you to uphold Staff�s recommendation to maintain realistic Inclusionary 

Housing Fee levels as the housing industry begins to stabilize. In the interim, we will 

continue to work with the County to identify actionable solutions to meet this critical need 

in our communities.
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Sincerely,

Leonard Grant, Architect, Co-Chair Brad Brechwald, PE, PLS, Co-Chair

Building Design & Construction Cluster Building Design & Construction Cluster

LJGrant@rrmdesign.com BradB@wallacegroup.us

ATTENTION:

EVC Board of Directors

Dan Buckshi, County Administrative Officer

Jim Bergman, Director of Planning and Building

Kami Griffin, Assistant Director, Planning and Building

Trevor Keith, Division Manager, Policy and Programs

Dana Lilley, Supervising Planner


