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Cytasha Campa

From: "Susan Harvey" <ifsusan@tcsn.net>
To: <BoardOfSups@co.slo.ca.us>

Cc: <fzohns@co.slo.ca.us>

Date: 07/07/2014 11:25 AM

Subject: Item 45 - draft offset program

07/07/2014 11:40 AM

Please distribute our comments to the Board.
Thank you.

Susan Harvey, President
North County Watch
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North County Watch

Looking Out Today For Tomarrow

Board of Supervisors

County of San Luis Obispo

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406

Via Email boardofsups@co.slo.ca.us
fzohns@co.slo.ca.us

July 7, 2014
RE: Item 45 — DRAFT Ag Offset program - Paso Groundwater Basin
Dear Chairman Gibson and Supervisors,

North County Watch is a 501 3¢ non-profit Public Benefit corporation. We are an all-volunteer
organization committed to sustainable development in and around north San Luis Obispo
County.

In the past, we have supported the broad concept of offsets restricted to the individual parcel
of origin but we have questions about how an offset program might comply with state law. We
are very concerned that this offset program monetizes basin water to the detriment of the
basin and facilitates a program for water wheeling. As the report points out, there was no
model to work from. Our concerns about compliance with state law remain. We have raised
the issue in the past about how an offset deal might be structured. We are concerned that the
potential for water “credits” being sold more than once by the original seller and will the buyer
then have the “right” to re-sell what he has contracted for? With the act of selling water, will
the seller have become essentially a junior purveyor and subject to all that implies? We do not
believe that a deed restriction is adequate tracking and additional safeguards should be
explored.

Aside from these concerns about the concept of offsets as a legal management, commend the
writers of the proposed draft ag water conservation offset program for:

e Using crop duty factors to determine the amount of water to be saved or used by
certain crops. Using this uniform standard prevents any incentive to overwater current
crops in order to establish the highest possible historical use.

e Having strict measurements of how close-by the water saving must be in order to
qualify as an off-set, because it would do no good to “save” water in a far-away area
that is not heavily impacted while further depleting one that is.
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For the purposes of transparency, we would like to see more detailed information in the
documented presentation regarding Education and Outreach:

e Specifically who performed the Peer Review of Draft Program Language?

e Specifically who attended the Ag Focus groups, how many meetings were held? Are
meeting sign-in sheets that could be included in the appendix?

e Who has received the “Road Show”? How many public presentations have been made
thus far?

e To whom will the monitoring be reported? Will that agency be able to do independent
auditing/verification? What happens if the "offset" does not adequately compensate
for the additional use?

Sincerely,

Susan Harvey, President
(805)239-0542
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Fw: Water ordinance
BOS_Legislative Assistants, cr_board_clerk Clerk

Cytasha Campa Recorder

From: GENE RHINEHART <gene539@msn.com>

To: "ccampa@co.slo.ca.us" <ccampa@co.slo.ca.us>
Date: 07/03/2014 03:37 PM

Subject: Water ordinance

07/07/2014 11:41 AM

My name is Gene Rhinehart, I reside in the county portion of Paso, please

continue the water ordinance

Sent from my iPhone
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