
 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

ATASCADERO MUTUAL WATER COMPANY 

March 12, 2014 

The meeting convened at the office of Atascadero Mutual Water Company, 5005 El Camino 
Real, Atascadero, at 5:30 p.m., President Robert Jones presiding.  Others present were Vice-President 
Jackie Lerno, Directors Leroy Davis and Brien Vierra, General Manager John Neil, and Secretary 
Cheryl Powers.  Director Frank Platz arrived at approximately 5:40. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

There was no public comment. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

 A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the Regular meeting of February 
12, 2014.  The motion carried 4 to 0. 

The following reports were reviewed: 

OPERATIONS REPORT:

The Operations reports were available for review.  Well 5A is back in service, and Well 9A is 
still being serviced.  Current combined capacity of all wells is 11 million gallons per day, which is 
about 20% over typical summer demand. 

FINANCIAL REPORT: 

The financial reports for January were available for review. Total cash is higher than projected 
due, primarily due to meter sales, and higher water sales due to the lack of rain. 

The General Manager’s Report was available for review as follows:

RAINFALL: 

 Total rainfall for the period July 1 – March 5 is 7.20”.  Based on AMWC’s historical records, 

there is a 15% chance of receiving average annual rainfall between now and the end of the current rain 
year. 

NACIMIENTO WATER PROJECT: 

On March 3, the lake was at 23% capacity with 85,835 acre-feet of storage, up from 22% with 
82,283 acre-feet storage on February 5. 

WELL LEVELS: 

The static water level at Well 11 has increased slightly in response to recent rains and was at 
34’ below ground surface (bgs) on March 3, up from 36’ on February 3.  Typical level for this time of 
year is 14’ – 16’ bgs.
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NWP RESERVE CAPACITY WATER: 

 On February 27, the NWP Commission discussed distribution of the 6,000 acre-feet/year (afy) 
of NWP water that is not currently allocated, and specifically discussed dividing the water among the 
current participants.  If all current participants participate in splitting the unallocated water, and the 
County continues to contribute the ad valorem tax, there would be no cost to the participants for the 
additional water.  AMWC’s share of the reserve capacity water would be would be 1,262 afy.

 The Commission has directed County staff to provide information regarding environmental 
issues associated with the participants increasing their delivery entitlements and a schedule for an 
environmental review, as well as a draft of the Delivery Entitlement contract amendment.  This 
information will be used for a special meeting to be held on April 17. 

BOARD MEETING TIME: 

 The next regular meeting is scheduled for April 9, 2014, at 5:30 p.m. 

The following new business was discussed: 

 

PROVIDING WATER TO FILL ATASCADERO LAKE: 

 This issue has been discussed at the Board meetings for the past several months, and at last 
month’s Board meeting, staff was directed to add it to the agenda for this month and provide a staff 
report.  The General Manager prepared in-depth background regarding the current state of the Lake, 
the steps the City has taken to maintain or improve its water quality, the potential permitting 
requirements to discharge water into the lake, and the impact providing the water would have on 
AMWC’s water resources.  He also reported that the request for water for the Lake must come from 

the shareholder, which is the City of Atascadero. 

 The report also addressed the suggestion from Friends of the Lake (Friends) that AMWC allow 
a line on its water bills for shareholders to designate contributions to a fund to be used for sustaining 
the Lake.  Staff determined that this would create significant disruption to its current method of 
processing water bill payments, and that AMWC has no policy or procedure for handling/holding such 
funds.  Staff recommends Friends of the Lake consider using a PayPal account designed for 
fundraising. 

 Concerns over discharging large volumes of water into the Lake during a drought, when 
AMWC has declared a Stage 2 Water Shortage Condition, was also discussed.  AMWC would need to 
consult with its legal counsel on the issue.  The Board asked if Friends had looked into purchasing 
water directly from the Nacimiento Water Project; a representative of Friends stated that they hadn’t.

Nancy Hair read a letter from Friends reporting that they are disappointed with the conclusions 
in the staff report.  She noted that the General Manager had reported at the 9/10/13 City Council 
meeting that, “the basin is in pretty good shape and water levels are higher than in 2009,” in addition to 

other comments.  They are not happy with the recommendation that a line not be added to the water 
bills and feels the issue could be taken to a vote.  They are still fine-tuning the fundraising idea and 
asked that AMWC continue to explore options for accommodating it and consider allowing flyers with 
Friends of the Lake contact information the bills. 
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Friends asked if the water could be purchased if the funds were raised, and the President stated 
that the application/request for the water would have to come from the City.  The Board indicated that 
AMWC does not have the water to sell this year, and that input from the City is necessary in order to 
further address this issue. 

SHUT-OFF FEE WAIVER, 9031 PALOMAR AVENUE: 

 AMWC has received a demand from the owner of 9031 Palomar to waive the $100 fee that was 
added to the water account when the lock was cut and the water turned back on by someone other than 
AMWC staff on July 24, 2013.  The water service had been shut off for non-payment that day, and 
when the owner called to make the payment to restore service, she told the Customer Account 
Specialist that she would cut the lock if the meter was not turned back on immediately. 

When the AMWC technician arrived at the home to restore service approximately an hour after 
the payment had been made, the lock had been removed and the angle stop turned on partially.  The 
owner claims a personal friend that works for AMWC turned the water back on, but staff denies this 
occurred, and field staff is trained to turn angle stops on fully/properly. 

 Staff has gone to great lengths to work with the shareholder to delay her water service being 
shut off again and to make payment arrangements; however, the water service was shut off again on 
February 20, 2014, due to the owner not making the required payment to avoid shut-off.  On February 
20, the shareholder met with the General Manager who allowed the water service to be turned back on 
until the Board reviewed her request. 

A motion was made and seconded to deny the request by the shareholder to waive the $100 fee 
charged to her account on July 24, 2013.  The motion carried 4 to 0, with Director Leroy Davis 
abstaining. 

BUDGET ASSUMPTIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING 4/30/15: 

 The assumptions for the budget for fiscal year ending 4/30/15 were reviewed and discussed.  
Notably, revenue is expected to decrease due to heightened conservation efforts, however, no water 
rate increases are proposed.  Employee benefits costs will decrease due to lower health insurance 
renewal rates.  Energy expenses are anticipated to increase due to low water levels, and costs for 
treatment chemicals will likely increase. 

 The capital projects list was reviewed and discussed.  Capital projects that were not completed 
in the current fiscal year will be rolled over into the 2014/15 budget.  Upgrades to address fireflow 
issues to certain areas is planned.  Staff will propose a system to recover costs from developers for plan 
reviews, inspections, and lab fees. 

COUNTY TREE MITIGATION PLANTING: 

The County would like to use a 1.7-acre site on AMWC’s Pine Mountain property for the tree 

mitigation related to the Templeton Road widening project.  Staff is recommending the Rojo Tank site 
property as an alternative to the Pine Mountain property.  The Board has concerns about the covenant 
the County is requesting, as it would limit the use of the property in perpetuity and could interfere with 
operations at some time in the future. 
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The Board directed staff to ask the County for a revised covenant to exclude the “in perpetuity” 

requirement, and to offer the Rojo Tank site. 

PASO ROBLES GROUNDWATER BASIN COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT: 

The term of the Paso Robles Blue Ribbon Steering Committee has ended, and the County has 
formed the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Committee to continue the work started by the Blue 
Ribbon Committee.  The Board of Supervisors will appoint members, and staff recommends John Neil 
be appointed AMWC’s representative with Jaime Hendrickson as the alternate.

A motion was made and seconded to appoint John Neil as AMWC’s representative on the Paso 

Robles Groundwater Basin Committee and Jaime Hendrickson as the alternate.  The motion carried 5 
to 0. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:40 p.m.

__________________________________
                                                                                    Cheryl Powers, Secretary

APPROVED:                            
The undersigned directors of the Company approve the foregoing minutes of directors and 
acknowledge notice of the meeting or, if notice was not properly given, waive notice of the meeting. 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Robert M. Jones, President     D. Frank Platz, Director 

_____________________________________   ___________________________________ 

Jackie M. Lerno, Vice-President      Brien C. Vierra, Director 

_____________________________________  

Leroy R. Davis, Director 
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SAN LUIS OBISPO CO. CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION

                                POST OFFICE BOX 302

                       PASO ROBLES, CALIFORNIA 93447

                                                         February 19, 2014 

Mr. Bruce Gibson, Chairman 
County Board of Supervisor’s

County Government Center 
1055 Monterey Street 
San Luis Obispo, Calif. 93408 

Dear Supervisor Gibson: 

Mr. Kurt Bollinger has been representing the San Luis Obispo County Cattlemen’s Association 

on the Blue Ribbon Committee since its inception.  Now that the Blue Ribbon Committee is 
being disbanded in March and the formation of the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Advisory 
Committee will be starting up, we would like to request that you appoint Kurt to represent us on 
this committee and Mr. Dale Evenson as the alternate.   Dale serves as our current President, 
lives in the San Miguel/Paso area and has a wealth of knowledge about the Groundwater Basin. 

Kurt brings a wealth of knowledge to the table, since he is in the water business in the North 
County and understands all of the delicate issues that this committee is being faced with.  He has 
been an outstanding committee member attending all meetings.  Kurt has done lots of research 
regarding the water issues while on the Blue Ribbon Committee.  It only makes sense to use 
someone who will come to the table up to speed with the problems this committee is dealing 
with.  

We appreciate favorable consideration of Kurt Bollinger to be appointed to the new Paso Robles 
Groundwater Basin Advisory Committee and Mr. Dale Evenson to be his alternate 

Thank you! 

Dale Evenson, President 
San Luis Obispo Co. Cattlemen’s Association

Cc:  Larry Werner, Chair 
Blue Ribbon Committee   
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 APPLICATION FOR APPOINTMENT TO A 

 SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 BOARD, COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE

Applying for appointment to                                                                                      

(Name of Board, Commission or Committee) 

General Information 

Employment & Education 

Qualifications 
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April 3, 2014

CSA 16 membership position

Donna M Ellis

1 35

United States Postal Service Postmaster Retired

✔

Associate in Arts degree Cuesta College 1997

Shandon Postmaster 1986-2008
United States Postal Service 1973-2008
Shandon Unified School District Trustee 2002-2006
Shandon Advisory Member 2000-2007
Sec/Treasurer Shandon Advisory 2001-2005
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Shandon Unified School District Trustee 2002-2006
Shandon Advisory Member 2000-2007
Sec/Treasurer Shandon Advisory 2001-2005

NCW

I reside in Shandon and desire that a Shandon CSA16 resident have a voice in 
decisions made concerning myself and other residents within CSA16.

✔

✔

✔
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Hi, Courtney.

 
Last night, the San Miguel CSD Board voted unanimously to designate Director Anthony Kalvans as the 
District's representative to the Paso Robles Ground Water Basin Advisory Committee and the General 
Manager, Dan Gilmore (me) as the alternate representative. Please let me know if you need a copy of the 
minutes or anything else.

 
Have a great weekend!

 
Thanks,

 
Dan
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A regular meeting of the Templeton Community Services District was held on 
Tuesday, March 4, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. for a closed session in the Administrative 
Office at 420 Crocker Street, Templeton, CA, immediately followed by a regular 
meeting of the Board of Directors at 7:00 p.m. in the District’s Board Meeting 
Room of the Templeton Community Services District located at 206 5th Street, 
Templeton, CA. 
 
AGENDA: 

 

Call to Order:    

6:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call:  
Directors Gannon, English, LaCaro and O’Sullivan were present.  Absent:  Director 
Dietch 
 

Staff:  General Manager Jeff Briltz, Utilities Manager Jay Short and Laurie Ion, 
Assistant to the General Manager/Board Secretary. 
 

Public Comment on Closed Session Items:   
None. 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATIN 
(Government Code section 54956.9(a)) 
Cynthia M. Steinbeck, et al. v. County of San Luis Obispo et al. 
San Luis Obispo County Superior Court Case No. 138303 
 
Open Session:  7:00 p.m. 
 
Report Out of Closed Session: President O’Sullivan reported that no reportable 
action was made during closed session.  
 
Roll Call: 
Directors Gannon, English, LaCaro and O’Sullivan were present.  Absent:  Director 
Dietch. 
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Order of Business: There were no changes made to the order of business.  
 
Special Reports and/or Presentations:   
 
Public Comment:  
Jeff DeBrish introduced himself as a current member of the Templeton Area 
Advisory Group (TAAG) that was running for Office again.  He encouraged 
everyone to vote on Thursday, March 6, 2014, at the TCSD Board Meeting Room 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
 
Business: 
 
Consent Agenda:  
Director Gannon made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as follows: 

a. Minutes: February 18, 2014 
b. Adoption of Ordinance No. 2014-1 - Amendment of 

District’s Water Conservation Standards/Regulations & 
Adopting a Water Shortage Contingency Plan 

c. Appointment of General Manager Briltz and District 
Engineer Tina Mayer to the Paso Robles Groundwater 
Basin Advisory Committee 

d. Adoption of Resolution No. 1-2014, a Resolution of the 
Board of Directors requesting the LAFCO to initiate 
proceedings for the annexation of territory. Authorize 
Staff to Initiate Proceedings and Pay Fees – Creekside 
Ranch Property.  

Director LaCaro seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote - Ayes: Gannon, English, 
LaCaro and O’Sullivan.  Absent:  Dietch. 
 
Business:    

a. Resolution No. 2-2014 – Declaring a Water Shortage and Implementation of 
the District’s Water Conservation Measures:  General Manager Briltz reviewed 
with the Board Resolution No. 2-2014.  He noted that as the Board had just 
adopted Ordinance No. 2014-1, amending the District’s water conservation 
standards and regulations, and adopting a water shortage contingency plan 
that a resolution was now necessary to declare and implement a Level 1 water 
supply shortage condition and impose associated water conservation 
measures and water use restrictions.   
 
GM Briltz reviewed with the Board the Mandatory Reductions located under 
Section 4.5 of Ordinance No. 2014-1.  Restrictions, in addition to the new 
ongoing conservation measures included the following: 
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1. Three day per week watering schedule April – September.  Even numbered 
addresses may irrigate only on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, and odd 
numbered addresses may irrigate only on Wednesday, Friday and Sunday. 

2. Repairs of leaks must be made within five days of notification from the 
District. 

3. Construction Meters shall have a flow restrictor installed by the District. 
 

Director English asked how the public would be notified of the changes.  GM 
Briltz advised him that a notice would be put in the March utility bill.  
Director English also asked if the watering day schedule was consistent with 
the Cities of Atascadero and Paso Robles. Staff advised that the water 
schedule was consistent with the City of Atascadero.  It was consistent with 
the City of Paso Robles with the exception that Paso Robles follows a zone 
system versus addressing system. Director LaCaro suggested that staff meet 
with the School Representatives in regards to an education campaign with 
students. President O’Sullivan asked that information be provided to the 
public via press releases (joint agency if possible), the website, and the 
Templeton Activity Guide.  GM Briltz noted that staff will prepare press 
releases and place information on the website.  He also noted that the 
Activity Guide was going to press but staff should be able to insert 
information.   
 

 Public Comment: 
Templeton Chamber President Rob Rosales asked for clarification on 
restricting the use of construction hydrant meters if the Board declares a 
Level 2 or 3 water supply shortage.  Rosales noted that the Chamber of 
Commerce was concerned about the potential impact on local developers. GM 
Briltz noted that the restriction of hydrant meters may be necessary, and 
meters are not considered a permanent water supply.  President O’Sullivan 
noted that developers may go outside District boundaries to get water for 
their projects. 
 
Templeton Chamber Executive Director Sarah Maggelet recommended a three 
prong approach with regards to water conservation measures.  She suggested 
that TCSD commence with its education programs and request the School 
District to send information home to families.  She noted that the Chamber 
would assist in getting information out to local businesses.  
 
Director English said he was in support of the resolution.  He noted that it 
was important for the District to be proactive.  He also asked that staff 
compliment these efforts with a water conservation program in the near 
future.  President O’Sullivan asked if the “Notify Me” button on the website 
could be utilized to send out press releases.  He also suggested putting a link 
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on the Chamber’s and TUSD’s website in regards to public education. 
 
Director English made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2-2014, declaring a 
water shortage and implementing level 1 of the District’s water conservation 
measures.  Director LaCaro seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote – Ayes:  
Gannon, English, LaCaro and O’Sullivan.  Absent:  Dietch. 
 

 General Manager’s Report:   
1. Templeton Area Advisory Group (TAAG) Elections are on Thursday, March 

6th from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
 

 Committee Reports:  
    None 
 

 Staff Reports: 
Director English complimented Interim Fire Chief Steve Negro’s staff report. 
He also thanked the staff that coordinated the slurry seal of the parking lots 
(Johnson and Mayer). 

 

Director’s Comments: 
None 
 
Adjournment:  There being no further business to discuss, the Board     
meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Laurie Ion, Board Secretary 
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