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Conservation and Open Space Element – Implementation Strategies – Planning and Building 
 

Implementation Strategy Status / Comments 

Implementation Strategy WR1.2.1 Revise RMS  

Revise the Resource Management System (RMS) Biennial (previously 

Annual) Resource Summary Report to collect and report on water usage 

and trends, water rates and conservation programs (Also refer to 

Implementation Strategy WR 4.2.1.) 

This is complete and on-going as part of the RMS Biennial Resource 

Summary Report. 

Implementation Strategy WR 1.7.1 Protect agricultural water supplies 

Consider adopting land use standards, such as: 

 growth management ordinance limits for non-agriculturally-

related development in certain rural areas 

 larger minimum parcel sizes in certain rural areas 

 merger of substandard rural parcels, in order to protect 

agricultural water supplies from competing land uses. 

These strategies would require the preparation and adoption of 

specific ordinance amendments. 

The Growth Management Ordinance and Titles 21, 22, and 23 would 

need to be amended in order to implement these strategies.  Limited 

term additional staffing and funding would need to be assigned to 

this effort. 

Funding:  General Fund Support (Department Budget) 

Implementation Strategy WR 1.11.1 Prioritization of resource capacity 

studies 

Give highest priority to conducting resource capacity studies for 

groundwater basins with a Level of Severity designation. 

Resource Capacity Studies are prioritized based on Level of Severity 

designations, as well as, known information regarding a particular 

aƌea’s ďasiŶ.  However, no resource capacity studies are currently 

funded and no staffing has been assigned.  The Santa Margarita 

Basin Resource Capacity Study has been postponed in order to assign 

staff to other priorities.  If ongoing Resource Capacity Studies were 

to be completed, funding and staffing would need to be added to the 

Department budget on a regular basis. 

Funding:  General Fund Support (Department Budget) 

Implementation Strategy WR 1.12.2 Require water supply assessments 

Require applications for land divisions, which would increase density or 

intensity in groundwater basins with recommended or certified Levels of 

Severity II or III for water supply or water systems and are not in 

adjudication, to include a water supply assessment (WSA) prepared by 

the applicable urban water supplier (as defined by California Water Code 

Section 10617). The WSA should: 

a. Determine whether the total projected water supplies for the 

project during the next 20 years will meet the projected water 

demand associated with the proposed project, in addition to 

existing and planned future uses, including agricultural uses.  
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These strategies would require the preparation and adoption of 

specific ordinance amendments. 

Titles 21, 22, and 23 would need to be amended in order to 

implement these strategies.  Although the implementing strategy 

could be executed without ordinance amendments, amending the 

ordinance would provide notice to applicants of this new 

requirement and allow for a public discussion.  Limited term 

additional staffing and funding would need to be assigned to this 

effort. 

Funding:  General Fund Support (Department Budget) 

 



Exhibit A 

 

Page 2 of 4 

Implementation Strategy Status / Comments 

b. If water supplies will be insufficient, the WSA should include the 

ǁateƌ puƌǀeǇoƌ’s plaŶs foƌ aĐƋuiƌing additional water supplies.  

c. If there is no water purveyor, then the County will direct the 

pƌepaƌatioŶ of the WSA at the suďdiǀideƌ’s eǆpeŶse. 
Implementation Strategy WR 2.2.2 Improve well permit  data collection 

Improve data obtained from well permit applications regarding location, 

depth, yield, use, flow direction, and water levels. 

These strategies would require the preparation and adoption of 

specific ordinance amendments. 

As part of an application for a well permit the proposed location of 

the well, the estimated depth of the well and the use of the well are 

required to be provided.  Title 8 would need to be amended to add 

the additional information listed in this strategy.  Planning and 

Building staff could assist Environmental Health with this effort.  

Limited term additional staffing and funding would need to be 

assigned to this effort. 

Funding:  General Fund Support (Department Budget) 

Implementation Strategy WR 2.2.4 Groundwater data collection from 

water purveyors 

Require, to the extent feasible, all water purveyors with five or more 

connections to report monthly pumping data to the Department of 

Planning and Building on an annual basis for use in the Resource 

Management System (RMS). 

These strategies would require the preparation and adoption of 

amendments to the RMS program. 

Currently large water purveyors (this does not included small private 

water companies) provide information to the Department for 

inclusion in the Biennial Resource Summary Report.  Environmental 

Health currently is required to collect this information for all water 

purveyors with 14 or more connections.   

The RMS program, as outlined in the Framework for Planning (Inland 

and Coastal), Part I of the Land Use Element would need to be 

specifically amended to include these additional requirements of all 

water purveyors.  This information could then be reported out in the 

Biennial Resource Summary Report for review by the public and the 

Board.  Receiving and compiling this significant amount of 

information every month would require additional permanent 

staffing resources.  Limited term additional staffing and funding 

would need to be assigned to this effort to complete the 

amendment.  Permanent staffing would be needed to receive, 

compile and report the pumping data. 

Funding:  General Fund Support (Department Budget) 
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Implementation Strategy WR 2.2.5 Groundwater data collection for 

new development 

Condition discretionary land use permits for new, non-agricultural uses 

in groundwater basins with a recommended or certified Level of Severity 

I, II, or III to monitor and report water use to the Department of Planning 

and Building on an annual basis for use in the Resource Management 

System. 

These strategies would require the preparation and adoption of 

specific ordinance amendments. 

Titles 22 and 23 would need to be amended in order to implement 

these strategies.  Although the implementing strategy could be 

executed without ordinance amendments, amending the ordinance 

would provide notice to applicants of this new requirement and 

allow for a public discussion.  Limited term additional staffing and 

funding would need to be assigned to complete the amendment.  

Permanent staffing would be needed to receive, compile and report 

the water use data. 

Implementation Strategy WR 4.1.1 Identify baseline per capita water 

use 

Identify, per capita water use baselines, using sub-regional or community 

data where available.  

This is complete and on-going as part of the RMS Biennial Resource 

Summary Report. 

Implementation Strategy WR 4.1.2 Adopt countywide water 

conservation ordinance 

Develop and adopt a countywide water conservation ordinance that 

includes: 

 water efficiency and conservation standards for new 

development 

 retrofit-upon-sale of existing residential and commercial 

properties. 

These strategies would require the preparation and adoption of 

specific ordinance amendments. 

Titles 19, 22, and 23 would need to be amended in order to 

implement these strategies.  An ordinance could include: 

 amending the water efficient landscape standards in place in 

the ordinance to include all new development (including 

those on existing lots) and both front and back yard 

landscaping (this effort was recently postponed to allow 

work on other priority items) 

 increasing water efficiency beyond the requirements of Cal 

Green 

 creating a retrofit upon sale program for all properties in the 

County 

 metering and monitoring all of new wells in the County 

 metering and monitoring of existing wells in the County 

 requiring that all new development in the County (both 

ministerial and discretionary) be:”ǁateƌ Ŷeutƌal” 

Limited term additional staffing and funding would need to be 

assigned to complete the amendment.  Permanent staffing would be 

needed to administer a retrofit-upon-sale program. 

Funding:  General Fund Support (Department Budget) 
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Implementation Strategy WR 4.1.3 Evaluate a countywide water 

conservation program 

Evaluate the feasibility of creating a consortium, Joint Powers Authority, 

Memorandum of Understanding, or other formal partnership with all 

water purveyors in the county to provide a comprehensive and 

consistent countywide water conservation program that includes 

education, outreach, and financial incentives. 

This strategy would require the preparation and approval, by a 

large number of agencies, districts, cities and the County, of a 

single consistent program for water conservation. 

Evaluating the feasibility of this type of program would require 

Limited term additional staffing and funding. 

Funding:  General Fund Support (Department Budget) 

Implementation Strategy WR 4.2.1 Incorporate water pricing into RMS 

Revise the Resource Management System annual report starting with the 

2010 report to focus on water rates and water use and to identify 

disincentives to non-conservation water rate structures. 

This is complete and on-going as part of the RMS Biennial Resource 

Summary Report. 

Implementation Strategy WR 4.6.1 Develop and adopt a greywater 

ordinance and program 

Develop and adopt a greywater ordinance and program to facilitate the 

reuse of domestic wastewater for onsite irrigation and other water 

conservation measures as appropriate. 

This is complete and is set forth in Title 19.  Information about 

gƌeǇǁateƌ sǇsteŵs ĐaŶ ďe fouŶd oŶ the DepaƌtŵeŶt’s ǁeďsite. 

Implementation Strategy WR 4.7.1 Develop and implement a Low 

Impact Development (LID) Ordinance 

Develop and implement a Low Impact Development (LID) Ordinance to 

provide clear and consistent guidance in the permit application process. 

These amendments are currently in process.   

On December 3, 2013, your Board will hear amendments to Titles, 

19, 22 and 23 to implement a LID ordinance. 

 


