
5/7/13 Agenda Item 21 Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Management Plan  - 
WRAC Recommendations Letter
Courtney Howard  to: Board of Supervisors and all staff 05/03/2013 03:35 PM

Cc: Sue Luft, Paavo Ogren, cr_board_clerk Clerk Recorder

Good afternoon Chairperson Teixeira and Board Members,

Please find attached a letter from your Water Resources Advisory Committee regarding the Paso Robles 
Groundwater Basin Management Plan item on your agenda for May 7, 2013.

Thank you,
Courtney Howard, P.E.
Water Resources Engineer/WRAC Secretary
SLO County Public Works Department
(805)781-1016
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Sue Luft John Ashbaugh Courtney Howard

Chairperson Vice Chairperson Secretary

PH (805) 781-1016

FAX (805) 788-2182San Luis Obispo CA 93401

Room 207, County Government Center

Members  
 

Steve Sinton 
District 1 
 

Bill Garfinkel 
District 2 
 

David Jewell 
District 3 
 

James Toomey 
District 4 
 

John R. Hollenbeck 
District 5 
 

Tim Brown 
Arroyo Grande 
 

Russ Thompson  
Atascadero 
 

Vacant 
Grover Beach 
 

Noah Smukler 
Morro Bay 
 

Christopher Alakel 
Paso Robles 
 

Erik Howell 
Pismo Beach 
 

John Ashbaugh  
San Luis Obispo 
 

Bob Gresens 
Cambria CSD 
 

John D'Ornellas 
Heritage Ranch CSD  
 

David Vogel 
Los Osos CSD 
 

Larry Vierheilig 
Nipomo CSD 
 

Mary Lucey 
Oceano CSD 
 

Rene Salas 
San Miguel CSD 
 

Charles Grace 
San Simeon CSD 
 

Tina Mayer 
Templeton CSD 
 

Linda Chipping 
Coastal San Luis RCD 
 

Michael Broadhurst 
Upper Salinas RCD 
 

Jackie Crabb  
County Farm Bureau 
 

Vacant 
Agriculture At-Large 
 

Lowell Zelinski 
Agriculture At-Large 
 

Eric Greening 
Environmental At-Large 
 

Sue Luft 
Environmental At-Large 
 

Annie Gillespie 
Environmental At-Large 
 

Greg Nester 
Development At-Large 
 

John Neil 
Atascadero MWC 
 

Tisdel Thomas 
California Men's Colony 
 

John Reid 
Camp SLO 

Purpose of the Committee: 

 To advise the County Board of Supervisors concerning all policy decisions relating to the water resources 
 of the SLO County Flood Control & Water Conservation District. To recommend to the Board specific  
 water resource programs. To recommend methods of financing water resource programs. 

  Excerpts from WRAC Bylaws dated 8/28/2012 

 

Edralin Maduli 
Cuesta College 
 

Mark Zimmer 
Golden State Water 

May 2, 2013 
 
Honorable Paul Teixeira 
Chairperson, Board of Supervisors 
County of San Luis Obispo 
1050 Monterey Street 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 
 
Subject: May 7, 2013 Board of Supervisors Meeting – WRAC Recommendations 

Related to Agenda Item No. 21 (Consideration of the Paso Robles 
Groundwater Basin Management Plan Implementation Update and 
Request to Approve Appointments to the Blue Ribbon Committee) 

 
 
Dear Chairperson Teixeira: 
 
At the May 1, 2013 Water Resources Advisory Committee (WRAC) meeting, Public Works 
Department Staff, Courtney Howard, presented the upcoming recommendations being 
considered by your Honorable Board’s on May 7, 2013 (Agenda Item No. 21: 
“Consideration of the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Management Plan Implementation 
Update and Request to Approve Appointments to the Blue Ribbon Committee”).  The 
WRAC reviewed both Public Works Department Staff and the Blue Ribbon Committee’s 
recommendations, and provided support as discussed below.   
 
The WRAC supports Staff’s recommendations that your Honorable Board:  Receive the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Management Plan implementation 

update and consider the prioritized list of recommendations, as illustrated in Exhibit 
A; and  Approve updated appointments to the Blue Ribbon Steering Committee (Exhibit B). 

 
Furthermore, the WRAC supports the Blue Ribbon Committee’s recommendations for:  Funding for help for the Flood Control and Water Conservation District staff.  Direction and support to District staff to prepare an annual report for the Paso 

Robles Groundwater Basin every year.  Direction and support to District staff to update the well level hydrographs are soon 
as possible after each April and October well testing. 

 
These five recommendations were supported by the WRAC with a vote of 12-2-0.  
Member Greening, who cast one of the "no" votes, advocated for seats on the Blue 
Ribbon Committee for an environmental representative and a City of San Luis Obispo 
representative. 
 
Additionally, the WRAC recommends that your honorable Board support securing 
technical and legal advice, in coordination with other groups and individuals investigating 
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Current Efforts

Voluntary

Incentive Based

Limiting Demand to 
Perennial Yield

Ordinances and 
Governance 
Structures

When is it appropriate to consider this 
option?

Expansion of 

current 

infrastructure
Nacimiento Water 

Injection

Salinas Reservoir Direct Deliveries

Recharge 

Basin &

Watershed 
Exchanges

Banking Programs

State Water Project Wheeling

New Off / On-Stream 

Storage

Direct Deliveries

Wastewater Facilities

Recharge 

Onsite Systems

Injection

MechanismsAlternativesStrategy

Recycled Water

Implementation of 
BMPs/BATs

Supplemental 

Water

Demand 
Management

  When to move beyond volunteering?

Describe alternatives

Determine measurable benefit

Review existing information and 

studies

Address costs, constraints, issues

Integrated Regional Water Management 
Regional Recycled Water Planning

Salt and Nutrient Management Planning
Low Impact Development

Steering 
Committee

Already 
Proceeding

Priority for Next 
Efforts

Exhibit A
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Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Management Plan 

Blue Ribbon Steering Committee 
 

Agency or Group Position Name 

Member John Neil 
Atascadero Mutual Water Company 

Alternate Member Jaime Hendrickson 

Member Kris Beal 
Central Coast Vineyard Team 

Alternate Member Willy Cunha 

Member Russ Thompson 
City of Atascadero 

Alternate Member David Athey 

Member Christopher Alakel 
City of Paso Robles 

Alternate Member Keith Larson 

Member Courtney Howard 
Flood Control and Water Conservation District 

Alternate Member Dean Benedix 

Member Robert Johnson 
Monterey County Water Resources Agency 

Alternate Member TBD by MCWRA 

Member Steve Sinton Paso Robles Imperiled Overlying Rights 

(PRIOR) Alternate Member Kent Gilmore 

Member Patricia Wilmore 
Paso Robles Wine Country Alliance 

Alternate Member Jerry Reaugh 

Member Kurt Bollinger 
San Luis Obispo Cattlemen's Association 

Alternate Member Ray Allen 

Member Joy Fitzhugh 
San Luis Obispo County Farm Bureau 

Alternate Member Jackie Crabb 

Member Rene Salas 
San Miguel Community Services District 

Alternate Member TBD by San Miguel CSD 

Member Tina Mayer 
Templeton Community Services District 

Alternate Member Jay Short 

Member Laura Edwards Upper Salinas-Las Tablas  

Resource Conservation District Alternate Member John DeRosier 

Member Larry Werner  
At-Large 

Alternate Member Mike Cussen 

Member Sue Luft 
At-Large 

Alternate Member Jim Magill 

Member Dana Merrill 
At-Large 

Alternate Member Don Brady 

Member Claudia Salot-Engel 
At-Large 

Alternate Member Maria Lorca 

 

Exhibit B
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