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Acclaimed author Dan Buettner traveled
the world for five years in search of the
happiest places on Earth. Buettner com-
piled the research in his latest book, Thrive,
published by National Geographic last fall.
Where's the happiest place in North Amer-
ica? San Luis Obispo, California, where
people live, work, and play in one of the
most pristine environments on the planet.
Buettner wasn'tthe firstto discover “SLO,”
as the locals call it. The native Chumash
lived here for thousands of years. Then, in
the late 1700s, the Spaniards arrived and
established Mission San Luis Obispo and
Mission San Miguel. Later, fishing villages

~ Ty .’\l.
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and ports sprang up along the coast, and
farms and ranches blanketed the hills and

valleys. Tourists ventured here to soak in

the myriad hot springs, and artists arrived

to capture the exquisite natural setting.
Publishing giant William Randolph Hearst
built a sprawling mansion at his coastal
ranch in San Simeon. Today, Hearst Castle
attracts nearly a million visitors annually
(see p. 46).

Still, quiet, unassuming SLO County re-
mained relatively unknown until recent
years. But thanks to Buettner’s research
and other press from The Oprah Show to
Yahoo! News, the secret’s out. Here’s why.
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Morro Rock was
formed by a long-
extinct volcana.

Get away’from itiall in San LUIS Obispo County.

BY'CHERYLICRABTREE

an Luis Obispo County

retains an old California

character that disap-

peared from many coast-

al cities decades ago. The
county enjoys a perfect position
along the coast, midway between
Los Angeles and San Francisco. It
(‘ncompas‘ies many di\'&:l‘s: towns
and vistas, from sandy beaches to
tiny, historic villages in the heart
of a world-class wine region, minus
the crowds. Much of SLO Coun-
ty's vast open space is protected: It
includes 11 state parks, the Morro
Bay National Estuary, portions of
the Monterey Bay National Ma-
rine Sanctuary, and the Los Padres
National Forest,

The City of San Luis Obispo
(pop. 44,000), a national leader in
green and sustainable practices, an-
chors the county at its geographic

center. This pedestrian- and bike-
friendly community was the first
in the nation to prohibit smoking
in public buildings (drive-through
restaurants are also banned). And
miles of hiking and biking trails
crisscross the hilly greenbelt that
encircles the city.

Beauty, Beaches, Bounty
The SLO lifeincludes all the essen-
tial elements for happiness. Mild
temperatures, NUMErous micro-
climates, and mostly sunny days
encourage everything to thrive,
from people and businesses to lus-
cious produce. Farmers' markets
operate daily, and locavore living
and farm-to-table dining doesn’t
get much easier than here.

Next, beaches. SLO County
includes more than 100 miles of
prime Pacific coastline. Dig for

.26 .
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clams at Pismo Beach, kayak with
sca otters in Morro Bay, and watch
elephant seals tend their babies
near Piedras Blancas. Stroll along
the boardwalk above Cambria’s
Moonstone Beach, surf at Avila
Beach, and fish from the pier in
Cayucos. Camp near the ocean
and bike along the bluffs at San
Simeon. SLO is a vast outdoor
playground where nature provides
unlimited entertainment 24/7.

Brains, too, play an important
role in living the SLO life. Na-
tionally ranked California Poly-
technic State University prepares
thousands of students for scientific
and technical careers. The school
also stimulates the local arts and
culture scene.

But perhaps SLO's greatest as-
set is its residents. Nearly a quarter
of adults work for themselves, and
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one-third volunteer in some form.
These can-do, get-involved artis-
tic types lure like-minded people
such as Lynne Biddinger, founder
of 20/20 Creative Group, a brand
marketing firm. Biddinger wanted
to abandon big-city life, so she
conducted a nationwide search of
possible places to move. SLO won
hands down. “I absolutely loved
the sense of community in San
Luis Obispo,” Biddinger says. “The
people here have a certain mind-set
— they tend to be open-minded,
down-to-earth, welcoming.”

All Roads Lead to Happiness
Highway 101 is the county's main
artery. It runs from Nipomo in the
south along the coast, and then
swings inland and over a steep
mountain to North County wine
country. Here, the acclaimed Paso
Robles appellation includes more
than 200 wineries — predominant-
ly small, family-owned enterprises
where you can often chat with the
winemaker.

Allison Dana Addison, a sixth-
generation Nipomian, chooses to

stay in her hometown and com-
mute along the 101 to her market-
ing manager job at Niner Wine
Estates in Paso Robles. It's about
an hour’s drive each way, but she
looks forward to it. “It’s a beauti-
ful commute — I'm just captivated
by the diversity of scenery, from
the beaches and over the grade
to Santa Margarita and through
the back roads of Templeton and
Paso Robles wine country,” Addi-
son says. “It’s fun to come around
a bend and see cattle roaming and
horses and deer grazing.”

Take your pick of many detours
just off the 101 to explore SLO’s
hidden secrets within a 10- or
20-minute drive. In the south,
Highway 1 hugs the coast along
massive dunes in Nipomo and
Oceano before reaching several
classic California towns: Grover
Beach, Pismo Beach, and Shell
Beach. A three-mile stretch to
the north winds its way along
a creek to picture-perfect Avila
Beach and historic Port San Luis,
Highway 227 wends its way east-
ward through the quaint village

of Arroyo Grande and Edna Val-
ley wine country. Los Osos Valley
Road cuts through farmland to
Montaiia de Oro State Park and
the Morro Bay National Estuary,
plus the laid-back communities of
Baywood Park and Los Osos.

Highway 1 merges with the 101
between Shell Beach and the City
of San Luis Obispo. From there
it returns to the coast, swooping
around Cal Poly to Morro Bay
(just look for the giant rock in the
ocean), then up the coast to San
Simeon and Ragged Point. Along
the way it passes through the vil-
lages of Cayucos, Harmony, and
Cambria. Highways 41 and 46
traverse the rolling hills, connect-
ing the coast with Atascadero and
Paso Robles.

What does all this spell> Road
trip! So bring the family. Bring the
pets. Chat with locals and find folks
who share your passions. Connect
with a SLOwer pace of life that
focuses on the basics. Good food,
good wine, and good times in the
great outdoors — all guaranteed
to put a smile on your face.
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For more on the award-winning wines of Paso Robles, go to travelpaso.con.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May The Amgen Tour of Cali-
fornia, Paso Robles, Moy 19,
amgentourofcalifarnia.com

Paso Robles Wine Festival,

May 20-22, pasowine.com

The Strawberry Festival, May
28-29, arroyograndevillage.org
Avila Beach Blues Festival,
May 29, avilabeachconcerts.com
June “The Classic” car show, June
16-19, thepismobeachclassic.com
Roll Out the Barrels, Paso Robles,
July 23-26, slowine.com

July 4th of July, Oceano Dunes
SVRA, ohv.parks.ca.gov
California Mid State Fair,

Paso Robles, July 20-31,
midstatefair.com

August Paso Robles Olive
Festival, Aug. 20, pasorobles
olivefestival.com

Stone Soup Music Faire,
Grover Beach, Aug. 27-28,
groverbeachchamber.com
September Son Luis

Obispo County Wine Month,
sanluisobispocounty.com

Savor the Central Coast, Santa
Margarita, Sept. 20-Oct. 2,
savorcentralcoash.com

Bicycle Rally: Lighthouse Century,
Los Osos, Sept. 24, slobc.org
October Morro Bay Harbor
Festival, Oct. 1-2, mbhf.com
Colony Days of Atascadero,
Oct. 15, colonydays.org

Pismo Beach Clam Festival,
Oct. 15-16, classiccalifornia.com
Morro Photo Expo, Oct. 21-23,
morrophoto.com

November Classic Car Show,
Nov. 5, cayucoschamber.cont
Harvest Celebration Weekend,
Nov. 4-6, slowine.com
January San Luis Obispo
County Restaurant Month,
sanluisobispocounty.com

Morro Bay Winter Bird Festival,
Jan. 13-16, 2012, morrobaybird
festival.org

San Luis Obispo International
Film Festival, March 7-11, 2012,
slofilmfest.org
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BEST OF
SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY

BY TARA TITCOMBE
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Best Springs There are plenty of reasons Spa magazine named San Luis Obispo's Sycamore Mineral
Springs Resort one of the top 10 mineral springs resorts in the world. For starters, the historic spa, estab-
lished in 1896, sits atop natural mineral springs that fill 20 hot tubs amid more than 100 lush acres —not

to mention private balcony hot tubs in the guestrooms. Then there's fresh, wine-country cuisine at The

H
e
e

Gardens of Avila Restaurant. And let's not forget complimentary classes in the yoga dome and transfor-
mative treatments at the spa, such as the Chardonnay Antioxidant Sugar Scrub. But the main reason is

simple — it's as close to paradise as it gets. sycamoresprings.com

KEYSTO SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY, CA
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Best Golf Looking for an af-
fordable 18 holes in legendary
golf country? Tee off at Morro
Bay Golf Course, known as the
“poor man’s Pebble Beach.”
With greens fees ranging
$12-$47, the course — located
in Morro Bay State Park and
Estuary — offers ocean views
and tree-lined fairways without
taking a divot out of your wal-
let. centralcoastgolftrail .com

Best Stagecoach Head out to the
Wild West at Harris Stage Lines in
Paso Robles. Take a ride in an au-
thentic stagecoach, try your hand
at the mechanical roping machine,
and grab lunch served from a chuck

¢ wagon. For an even more hands-

on experience, sign up for riding
or driving lessons. Your horse or
theirs! harrisstagelines.com

Best Abalone Growing and harvesting one of the rarest types
of high-quality abalone, The Abalone Farm in Cayucos is the
largest and oldest aquaculture facility of its kind in the country.
Every year, the farm harvests 100 tons of Ocean Rose Abalone
— large sea snails with a taste similar to lobster. The best part?
You can order live abalone or fresh abalone steaks to be shipped
directly to you. abalonefarm.com

Best Produce Home to one
of the nation’s oldest and larg-
est farmers' markets, San Luis
Obispo County wrote the al-
manac on “fresh and local.”
You'll find farmers’ markets dot-
ling the county every day of the
week, so you can score toma-
toes on Tuesday and strawber-
ries on Saturday. Several mar-
kets feature free entertainment
alongside barbecued ribs and
just-picked fruits and veggies.
sanluisobispocounty.com

A\
&)

Discover the natural wonders of Morro Bay at merrobay.org.
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When planning your trip to San Luis Obispo County, be sure to allow time

to visit all of its interesting towns, each with its own vibe and personality.

Let’s hit the road! BY WAYNETTE GOODSON AND TARA TITCOMBE

Arroyo Grande

This fertile valley is a major agri-
cultural hub.

Must-see The Historic Village,
chock-full of museums, circa-
1800s buildings, restaurants, an-
tiques stores, and specialty shops.
Must-do Walk across the historic
Swinging Bridge, the only one of
its kind in California. It’s 171 feet
long and about four stories high.
Best-kept Secret Doc Burnstein's
Ice Cream Lab., Fun flavor: the
Elvis Special, banana with peanut-
butter swirl.

Atascadero

Farther inland, this city is known
for its rolling hills, artists’ en-
claves, and jewel of a lake park.
Must-see Charles Paddock Zoo, a
small, family zoo with about 100
animals, from barnyard to exotic.

Must-do Walk around Atascade-
ro Lake Park and feed the ducks,
swans, and geese.

Best-kept Secret The recently
improved Chalk Mountain Golf
Course. Lots of challenging holes
for the low greens fee of $20.

Avila Beach

A mellow mix of wine and waves.
Surfers and sunsets, a beachfront
promenade, and a down-to-earth
vibe from friendly residents.
Must-see The fresh, local produce
at Avila Fish and Farmers Market,
featuring 40 vendors.

Must-do Take a 3.5-mile guided
hike to the historic Point San Luis
Lighthouse.

Best-kept Secret The seafood
market at the end of the circa-1873
Harford Pier, one of the few left in
the state that you can drive on.

Cambria

Where SLO locals go for day trips
and where tourists enjoy shopping
for unique art and antiques.
Must-do Observe a glass blower at
work in the tiny town of Harmony
(population: 18).

Must-see A historic landmark,
Nitt Witt Ridge is a folk-art cas-
tle made of shells, car rims, mis-
matched tiles, appliance parts, and
beer cans, mostly Busch.
Best-kept Seccret The Shrimp
Crostini at Moonstone Beach Bar
& Grill. Succulent shrimp sautéed
in walnut-pesto cream.

Cayucos

With a name that's Spanish for
“canoe,” this old-timey town
attracts visitors to its white sandy
beach, free public fishing pier, and
historie saloon.

From left: Charles Paddeck Zoo,
Nitt Witt Ridge, Cayucos from pier

To learn more about the regions of San Luis Obispo County, go to WineCoastCountry.con.
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Must-see Grab your binocs and
spot playful sea otters at Estero
Bluffs State Park.

Must-do Collect sea glass while
strolling the beach from Cayucos
to Morro Bay.

Best-kept Secret Iomemade sea-
salt cookies from The Brown But-
ter Cookie Company.

City of San Luis Obispo

This historic mission town does
everything outside, from the river-
banks downtown to the trails of
Bishop Peak.

Must-see Mission Plaza, the heart
of downtown, featuring an amphi-
theater, arbor patio area, and his-
toric Murray Adobe.

Must-do Follow the smell of barbe-
cued tri-tip to the Thursday Night
farmers’ market.

Best-kept Secret Bubblegum Al-
ley. Since the 1960s, folks have
plastered gum along a 15-foot-high,
70-foot-long alley, with an entrance
on Higuera Street.

Edna Valley
The wvalley’s cool ocean breezes

and rich volcanic soil create perfect

Pismo Beach

conditions for grape-growing.
Must-see Old Edna Townsite.
Two acres of restored 1800s build-
ings, including an antique store, a
tasting room, and an art gallery.
Must-do Sip your way through
17 tasting rooms specializing in
chardonnay, pinot noir, and Rhone
varietals.

Best-kept Secret Bike through
Corbett Canyon, along Tiffany
Ranch Road to Orcutt Road, for

panoramic valley views.

Grover Beach

This undiscovered beach town
is the entrance to Oceano Dunes
State Vehicular Recreation Area,
affording two must-dos:

Must-do Horseback ride along
the beach.

Must-do Rent an off-road vehicle
and explore the dunes, or just drive
along the coast.

Best-kept Secret The Sizzlin’
Summer Concert Series and
Farmers Market at Ramona Gar-
den Park.

Los Osos/Baywood Park

“The Great Outdoors” abounds in
Los Osos/Baywood Park’s plen-
tiful beaches, forests, nurseries,
nature preserves, and parks.
Must-see  Monarch  butterflies
cluster in the eucalyptus of Sweet
Springs Nature Preserve from late
October to March.

Must-do Kayak along Baywood
Park’s aptly named “back bay”
flanking the Morro Bay.
Best-kept Secret More than 200

San Luis Obispo Named “Happiest Place in the Nation”

BY NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC PUBLICATION TITLED THRIVE BY DAN BUETTNER
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805.238.2660
www. PasoRoblesinn.com

o
1103 Spring Street | Paso Robles, CA 93446 -

The landmark clock tower in
downtown Paso Robles, home to a
bevy of wine bars and tasting rooms.

species of plants and 110 types of
birds reside in the 90-acre El Moro
Elfin Forest.

Morro Bay

Kayaking. Coastal beauty. Miles
of beaches. Fishing boats. Morro
Bay is where you can discover your
inner nature.

Must-see  World-famous Morro
Rock. Called “the Gibraltar of the
Pacific,” this state landmark rises
576 feet.

Must-do Take a boat into the bay
via the Morro Bay National Estu-
ary, a wonderland of wildlife.
Best-kept Secret The fantastic
views from the Museum of Natu-
ral History, high atop a bluff with-
in Morro Bay State Park.

Nipomeo

A seductive combination of lush
orchards and rolling sand dunes.
Must-see The 13-room Dana
Adobe built in 1840 by Captain
William Goodwin Dana,
Must-do  Stroll the boardwalk
across Oso Flaco Lake, part of
an 18,000-acre National Natural
Landmark.

Best-kept Secret The new Chal-
lenge Course at Monarch Dunes, a
unique collection of 12 par-3 holes
suitable for veterans and newbies.

Paso Robles

One of California’s most exciting
and fastest-growing wine regions,
with about 200 wineries.
Must-see The historic down-
town filled with boutiques, tasting
rooms, art galleries, restaurants,
and a children’s museum.
Must-do Soak in the natural hot
springs at River Oaks Hot Springs
Spa or Franklin Hotsprings.
Best-kept Secret Not only is the
weather perfect for people, olives
love it, too. Plan an olive-oil tast-
ing at We Olive or Pasolivo.

Pismo Beach

A classic California town with
white sandy beaches, spectacular
sunsets, and a historic pier adjacent
to a lively boardwalk.

Must-see Pismo Pier and all the
surfing and fishing action.
Must-do Dig for clams at Pismo
Beach State Park, where the largest
colony of monarch butterflies in
the U.S. flocks in winter months.
Best-kept Secret The Chowder
Bowl at The Splash Cafe. (Or dig
your way through a bucket of fresh
shellfish at the Cracked Crab.)

Oceano

Defined by some of the most ex-
tensive coastal dunes in the state.
Must-see Oceano Dunes State Ve-
hicular Recreation Area (SVRA),
the only place in the state where
you can drive on the beach.
Must-do Head to Steve’s ATV
Rentals to pick up your ride. Then
let ‘er rip on the dunes.

Best-Kept Secret The jalapefio
margaritas at Old Juan’s Cantina.

San Simeon/Ragged Point

San Simeon is the gateway town to
Hearst Castle. Just north, Ragged
Point is the southern end of Big Sur.
Must-see Zebras wandering the
Hearst Ranch off Highway 1.
Must-do Tour the historic Piedras
Blancas Light Station, in operation
for over a century.

Best-kept  Secret  Super-sized
sandwiches at Sebastian’s General
Store and Cafe, circa 1852,

.38.
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an Luis Obispo County:
Locals sometimes call it
“SLO.” But there’s cer-
tainly nothing “slow”
about the economy.
While the main drivers are Cali-
fornia Polytechnic State Univer-
sity (Cal Poly), the wine industry,
and of course tourism, there are
other clusters of opportunity bub-
bling up like the next new blend of
Bordeaux.

Take “Uniquely SLO,” a tour-
ism cluster that combines wine
and agriculture with recreation
and accommodations. No doubt,
agriculture is the area’s economic

KEYSTO SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY, CA

Discover the six industry clusters taking
root in San Luis Obispo County.

BY CHERYL CRABTREE

foundation. But today, farmers and
ranchers are engaging in agro-
tourism, and cottage industries
and specialty products are emerg-
ing, from avocado soap to olive-oil
lotion.

San Diegans Ruth Mercurio
and her husband Frank became
partners with the founders of We
Olive, Gary and Dee Dee Brown,
in 1997. They set up corporate
offices near the popular flagship
store in downtown Paso Robles,
started expanding, and today they
have about ten shops throughout
the state.

“People are so friendly and

down-to-earth here,” Ruth says.
“There are a lot of food-centric
businesses, and 1 love the creativ-
ity. There’s no pretentiousness
here; what you see is what you get.”
And one of those things is delicious
olives. “We have strong relation-
ships with SLO County growers,
and it’s been fun to see them grow
as we grow,” she says.

“Uniquely SLO” is just one of six
economic areas identified by the
Economic Vitality Corporation of
San Luis Obispo County (EVC),
a nonprofit established in 1994 to
help start and expand businesses.
Last year, the EVC spearheaded
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a public/private partnership that
organized more than 100 lead-
ers from major business sectors.
Their goal? To craft a strategy for
economic vitality and community
well-being.

Besides “Uniquely SLO,” the
EVC team identified five other
clusters of opportunity, many
with sustainable practices: “Build-
ing Design and Construction,”

“Knowledge and Innovation Serv-
ices,” “Specialized Manufactur-
ing,” “Green Energy,” and “Health
Services.”

The latter comprises four hos-
pitals — “probably more per cap-
ita than almost anywhere in the
nation,” according to Michael
Manchak, EVC president and
CEO. “There’s a high level of ex-

pertise here and specialty areas of

Both tourists and locals enjoy
strolling Mission Plaza in downtown
San Luis Obispo.

medical care.” The county already
has a wellness center and is start-
ing to develop an extensive well-
ness network and health-education
programs.

Innovation Meets Industry

In recent years, SLO County has
quietly become a hub for world-
class businesses in the technology
and specialized manufacturing
fields. Examples include Trust Au-
tomation Inc. (intelligent motion
control and systems engineering);
AeroMech Engineering Inc. (un-
manned aircraft systems); Next
Intent (Mars Exploration Rover
components); and Specialty Sili-
cone Fabricators (medical products
and devices).

While these companies boast
customers worldwide, they choose
SLO as their base. Why? The sun-
ny climate, the strategic location

CALIFORNIA’S
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between San Francisco and LA,
and a world-class university, Cal
Poly, producing engineers with an
interest in applied research. Plus,
the University of California, Santa
Barbara — a major research univer-
sity — and Vandenberg Air Force
Base are just a short drive south.

Another little-known tech fact:
North America’s greatest conver-
gence of fiber-optic communica-
tion cables lies in SLO County.
Cities such as Grover Beach and
Morro Bay provide direct fiber-
optics connectivity to Pacific Rim
countries. “This community is a
hub for global communications,”
Manchak says. “A signal between
Silicon Valley and Asia must come
through here, so communica-
tions that begin or end here arrive
faster. We're talking milliseconds,
but that’s very important for the
future of high-speed computing
and Internet communications.”

The tech industry has also influ-
enced existing businesses, which
adapt to the new opportunities.
Mark Tognazzini, a Morro Bay
native, has fished for 40 years and
owned his own boat since 1981.
When he’s not pursuing salmon,
Tognazzini offers up his boat,
the Bonnie Marietta, for scientific
research support services. “You
have to be diversified and change
with the times and work your boat
as much as you can,” he says.

Tourism and Wine
Given the spectacular natural
setting and major attractions such
as the historic missions and Hearst
Castle, it's no surprise that tour-
ism generates about $1.6 billion
annually. “SLO County is per-
ceived as a great value, family- and
pet-friendly, and not crowded,”
Manchak says. “There’s a lot
of opportunity for the tourism
industry.”

The county’s wine and wine-

.
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grape industry — the state’s third-
largest after Napa and Sonoma
counties — accounts for $1.8 bil-
lion a year. Christopher Taranto,
communications manager of the
Paso Robles Wine Country Al-
liance, attributes this to the high
quality of wines and grapes, and
the people behind them. “The

Paso Robles experience defines
how wine enthusiasts perceive
California wine country, where
the winemakers themselves are
often in the tasting rooms show-
casing their wines,” Taranto says.
“It’s a tight-knit industry where
many vintners and growers rely
on their neighbors for support
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to everything good on the

Central Coast

Atascadero is a diverse blend of colorful history, rolling hills dotted with majestic
oaks, a guaint lake park zoo, vineyards and a thriving downtown. Atascadero offers an
artful blend of business, history, agriculture, landmark architecture, arts and culture,
all positioned in California’s Central Coast Wine Region.

Atascadero is a popular recreational destination with its own lake and zoo. Other
nearby tourist destinations include two major recreational lakes, Hearst Castle, the
Pacific Ocean, three California missions, numerous golf courses and the California
Mid State Fair.

The City of Atascadero is located at the intersection of California State Highway 41
and US-101, about 160 miles north of Los Angeles, about 90 miles north of Santa
Barbara and about 180 miles south of San Francisco. Experience our fine restaurants,
hotels, entertainment and festivals.

www. VisitAtascadero.com
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':‘ (805) 543-3000 - madonnainn.com
100°Madonna Road « San Luis Obispo, CA 93405

WORK. PLAY. LIVE.

Have it allwhen your business is based in San Luis Obispo County

World Class Hospil

and success, so you find a vibrant
community spirit.”

Many of these characteristics
apply to Edna Valley and Arroyo
Grande Valley, renowned Ameri-
can Viticulture Areas (AVAs) in
south SLO County. Their small
size affords unique opportunities
for casual wine-touring experi-
ences. “The variety of unique
growing conditions and the per-
sonalities behind the wines are
what make the SLO wine region
so special,” says Becky Gray,
executive director of the SLO
Vintners Association, which also
represents vineyards in Santa
Margarita Ranch, Avila Valley,
and other coastal regions in the
county. “Wines of mostly small-
lot productions are what you'll
encounter in our tasting rooms.”

Cal Poly Connections
Nationally ranked Cal Poly
boosts the SLO economy in
myriad ways. Programs empha-
size practical experience — their
motto is “Learn by Doing” — to
prepare students for careers in
science and technology. The uni-
versity’s enrollment totals about
19,000, and most students attend
classes at the sprawling 1,300-
acre main campus just northeast
of downtown.

According to a 2006-2007 Cal
Poly Orfalea College of Business
study, the university’s annual eco-
nomic impact on the City and
County of San Luis Obispo ex-
ceeds $1.2 billion — more than
12 percent of the county’s entire
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$99 billion GDP. Many gradu-
ates choose to stay here, and their
hands-on approach encourages
entrepreneurship and innovation.

Relocation Magnet

In all its economic pursuits, SLO
County is committed to a sustain-
able future. It may soon become a
green energy production leader,
with large-scale proposals in the
works to channel waves, tides,
wind, and sun into accessible
power sources. The county be-
longs to the Green Coast Innova-
tion Zone, a new partnership with
neighboring counties that aims
to reinvent the regional economy
using new energy technology and
green building practices.

With support from the EVC
and partnerships that promise
to become models for economic
development, SLO County con-
tinues to attract new businesses.
Michael Gunther moved his
business-consulting firm, Col-
laboration, here from Atlanta in
2003 after considering cities from
Seattle to San Diego. “This is
such a great place to start a busi-
ness,” says Gunther, who's also
the chairman of the SLO Cham-
ber of Commerce’s board of
directors. “The chamber and the
EVC helped out, and within six
months we were up and running.
There’s such a great entrepre-
neurial environment, and people
here are so creative, open, and
welcoming.” Yet another example
of how SLO is speeding down the
highway of economic stability.

.45 .

Page 11 of 12

eople Are Like Fine Wine.
Sometimes It’s Best To Let Them Breathe A Little.

La Bellasera, the perfect
blend of warm accommeodations,
chic desigm, and plentiful
ameniliés
\fila Beltasera §oucan breathe
in the grace-and elegaricé af

Paso Robles

the heart of California.

Wine Country in

206 Alexa Court,

. RATED Paso Robles,
TOUR PACKAGE“ California 93446
® OxE Nieut In Dervxe King = Highways 101 and 46 West
B WiinipooL Roou Hots ASVIsSOR s

FuiL DAY WINE TOUR FOR TWO
W Prenic Luwen
B BpEakrAsT IN ENOTECA

PACKAGE STARTS AT $459
PROMO CODE: WINETOUR

2009 T0 PRESENT

Reservations: 866-STAY-NOW
805-238-2834 (Hotel Direct)

www.labellasera.com
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Pismo Beach, CA

Serving the finest seafood available,
in a most casual style.™

751 Price Street,
Pismo Beach, CA 93449
805-773-CRAB (2722)

wwuw.crackedcrab.com
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HISTORY

BY LAURA HOXWORTH
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More Than a Landmark: Hearst Castle’s Tribute to Opulence

wide expanse of clear blue water stretches

more than 100 feet in front of you, shim-

mering in the sun. Around the pool’s edges,

smooth marble colonnades frame mountain
views and 17th-century Italian sculptures. And that’s
just the Neptune Pool. The indoor Roman Pool fea-
tures floor-to-ceiling mosaic tiles, flanked by eight
marble statues of gods and goddesses.

At Hearst Castle, just when you think you've found
the height of extravagance, you'll find something
that tops it. Originally owned by publishing tycoon
William Randolph Hearst, the sprawling estate took
him and famed architect Julia Morgan almost three
decades to build, from 1919 to 1947. Today it's one of
the top attractions on California’s Central Coast.

As you stroll through a handful of the estate’s 165
rooms, you'll spot artistic treasures such as Neptune
brandishing a triton in a 17th-century piece by French
artist Simon Vouet. This painting is one of hundreds
scattered throughout the estate, remnants of Hearst’s
passion for art.

Enter fo win the ultimate getaway of sanlui

But don’t be fooled: Despite the artifacts, the castle
is anything but stuffy. In its 1930s heyday, lavish par-
ties entertained elite guests. From Charlie Chaplin to
Winston Churchill to Hearst’s famous mistress, Mari-
on Davies, anyone who was anyone sipped champagne
at Hearst Castle.

Outside, seaside vistas and orange trees await you
in the ever-blooming gardens, where the soft chirp-
ing of birds and colorful bursts of tulips and poppies
counter the opulence of the Mediterranean Revival
architecture. Note the absence of skyscrapers and
smog — halfway between LA and San Francisco, the
castle is isolated on a tranquil patch of undeveloped
countryside.

Stretched across 127 acres, Hearst Castle is simply
impossible to cover in one visit — good thing there
are six tours. Plan ahead for The Evening Tour. Held
at Christmas, it’s the only one that shows the castle
at night. Plus, docents in period dress give you an
enchanting look at Hearst Castle as it was in the gilded
era. For more information, visit hearstcastle.org.
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_SLO COUNTY

1. Alapay Cellars
805.595.2632
www.alapaycellars.com

2. Baileyana Winery/
Tangent Winery
805.269.8200
www.baileyana-tangent.com

3. Barrel 27 Wine Company
805.2371245
www.barrel27.com

4, Chamisal Vineyards
805-541-9463
www.chamisalvineyards.com

5. Chateau Margene
805.238.2321
www.chateaumargene.com

T
3 Lake
Nacimiento

www.SLOwine.com
Roll Out the Barrels Festival, June 23-26
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6. Claiborne and Churchill Vintners

805.544.4066
www.claibornechurchill.com

7. Ecluse Wines
805.238.4998
www.eclusewines.com

8. Edna Valley Vineyard
805.544.5855
www.ednavalleyvineyard.com

9. First Crush Winemaking
Experience

877.82.CRUSH (27874)
www.firstcrushwinemaking.com

10. Kelsey See Canyon Vineyards
805.595.9700
www.kelseywine.com

www.PasoWine.com

Paso Robles Wine Festival, May 20-22

WiIiNE TASTING MaP

11. Kynsi Winery
805.544,8461
www.kynsi.com

12, Laetitia Vineyard & Winery

805.4811772
wwwlaetitiawine.com

13. Niner Wine Estates
805.239.2233
www.ninerwine.com

14. Peachy Canyon Winery
805,2391918
www.peachycanyon.com

15. Per Bacco Cellars
805.787.0485
www.perbaccocellars.com

16. Per Cazo Cellars
805.227.6585
www.percazocellars.com

17. Phantom Rivers Winery
8054819463
www.phantomrivers.com

18. Saucelito Canyon

805.543.21m
www,saucelitocanyon.com

19. Sextant Wines
805.542.0133
www.sextantwines.com

20. Silver Horse
805.4679463
www.silverhorse.com

21, Stephen Ross Wine Cellars
805.594.1318
www.stephenrosswine.com
22, Talley Vineyards
805.489.0446
www.talleyvineyards.com

23. Terry Hoage Vineyards
805.238.2083
www.terryhoagevineyards.com

24, Tolosa Winery
805.782.0500
www.tolosawinery.com
25, Villa Creek Cellars
805.238.7145
www.villacreekwine.com
26. Vina Robles
805.227.4812
www.vinarobles.com

27. Wolff Vineyards

805.781.0448
www.wolffvineyards.com





